
WELCOME TO THE LORD'S HOUSE! 

We are so glad to have you with us this morning!  There is an extended time of praise and worship at 

the beginning of the service, and we want you to worship your Lord as you feel comfortable.  All forms 

of worship are acceptable, such as singing, clapping, standing, sitting, kneeling, and dancing.  Please 

worship your God in a way that draws you closer to Him! 
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CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP 
August 23, 2020 - 11:15 a.m. 

12TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

OPENING PRAYER:  
Loving God, you make the first move toward us in your mercy. In your grace alone we can 

take a stand that affirms life. Help us to stand up in your grace, without fear. We ask in Jesus’ 
name. Amen. 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 51:1-6 

 1Listen to me, you that pursue righteousness, 

  you that seek the Lord. 
 Look to the rock from which you were hewn, 

  and to the quarry from which you were dug. 
 2Look to Abraham your father 
  and to Sarah who bore you; 

 for he was but one when I called him, 
  but I blessed him and made him many. 

 3For the Lord will comfort Zion; 
  he will comfort all her waste places, 
 and will make her wilderness like Eden, 

  her desert like the garden of the Lord; 
 joy and gladness will be found in her, 

  thanksgiving and the voice of song. 
 
 4Listen to me, my people, 

  and give heed to me, my nation; 
 for a teaching will go out from me, 

  and my justice for a light to the peoples. 
 5I will bring near my deliverance swiftly, 
  my salvation has gone out 

  and my arms will rule the peoples; 
 the coastlands wait for me, 

  and for my arm they hope. 
 6Lift up your eyes to the heavens, 

  and look at the earth beneath; 
 for the heavens will vanish like smoke, 
  the earth will wear out like a garment, 

  and those who live on it will die like gnats; 
 but my salvation will be forever, 

  and my deliverance will never be ended. 
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WORSHIP & PRAISE 

SECOND READING:  Romans 12:1-8 
1I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a 

living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2Do not be conformed 
to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is 
the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect. 

  3For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly 
than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith 

that God has assigned. 4For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members 
have the same function, 5so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are 
members one of another. 6We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, 

in proportion to faith; 7ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 8the exhorter, in 
exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness. 

WORSHIP & PRAISE 

TIME OF OPEN PRAYER 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

GOSPEL READING:  Matthew 16:13-20 
13Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do 
people say that the Son of Man is?” 14And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, 
and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15He said to them, “But who do you say that I 

am?” 16Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 17And Jesus 
answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to 

you, but my Father in heaven. 18And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my 
church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. 19I will give you the keys of the kingdom 
of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on 

earth will be loosed in heaven.” 20Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he 
was the Messiah 

SERMON:  “The Changing Of the Gods” Pastor Larry Isbell 

BRIEF ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS: 

You may either stand or kneel. 

C. Almighty God, I have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed. I have sinned by 

what I have done and what I have left undone. I have not loved you with my whole 
heart. 

I have not loved my neighbor as myself. Forgive me. Renew me. Lead me. I pray in 
the name of Jesus Christ, who suffered for us all and was raised from the dead, that 

first Easter.  Amen. 

P. It is always my honor and privilege to announce that God has freely forgiven you and me. We 
stand here, trusting, by God’s grace alone. We stand here as free men and women, boys and 

girls. May the wind of Pentecost move our hearts and our hands. 

C. Amen. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED: 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 Creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
 born of the virgin Mary,  
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead.  

 On the third day he rose again;  
 he ascended into heaven,  
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

 the holy catholic church,  
 the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins,  

 the resurrection of the dead,  
 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

BENEDICTION 
P: Now may God, who has loved us with a love beyond all telling, send us forth to care for the 

world around us and to share the good news of that love, in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

SENDING WORSHIP & PRAISE 

 

SERVING FIRST TODAY 
Pastor:  Pastor Larry Isbell 

Greeters/Usher: Janet Isbell, John & Mary Ellen Wyman, & Dave Stocks 

WOUNDED HEALER PRAISE BAND 
Erika East, Annette Hull, Jennifer & Mike Langevin, Matt Pillar 

Today’s altar flowers are given by Ken & Beverly McDermott  
in honor of Emily’s 10th birthday. 


