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8:45 A.M. ORDER OF WORSHIP 

November 8, 2020 

23RD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

(Please follow the ushers’ direction on seating. We will maintain at least 6 feet between 

individuals unless you come as a family who live together.) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE: “Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying” – J. S. Bach 

P. We prepare our hearts and minds for worship, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 

of the Holy Spirit. 

C. Amen. 

CONFESSION: 

C. Almighty God, I have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed. I have sinned 

by what I have done and what I have left undone. I have not loved you with my 

whole heart.  I have not loved my neighbor as myself. Forgive me. Renew me. Lead 

me. I pray in the name of Jesus Christ, who suffered for us all and was raised from 

the dead, that first Easter.  Amen. 

P. It is always my honor and privilege to announce that God has freely forgiven you and me. 

We stand here, trusting, by God’s grace alone. We stand here as free men and women, 

boys and girls. May the wind of Pentecost move our hearts and our hands. 

C. Amen. 

GATHERING HYMN: “As We Gather at Your Table” 

1 As we gather at your table,  

 as we listen to your word, 

 help us know, O God, your presence;  

 let our hearts and minds be stirred. 

 Nourish us with sacred story  

 till we claim it as our own; 

 teach us through this holy banquet  

 how to make Love's vict'ry known. 

 

2 Turn our worship into witness 

 in the sacrament of life; 

 send us forth to love and serve you,  

 bringing peace where there is strife. 

 Give us, Christ, your great compassion  

 to forgive as you forgave; 

 may we still behold your image  

 in the world you died to save. 
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3 Gracious Spirit, help us summon  
 other guests to share that feast 
 where triumphant Love will welcome  
 those who had been last and least. 
 There no more will envy blind us  
 nor will pride our peace destroy, 
 as we join with saints and angels  
 to repeat the sounding joy. 

Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944 
Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved.  
Used by permission.  OneLicense #A-735664 

APOSTOLIC GREETING: 

P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 

 C. And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY: 
 
 
 
 

BIBLE READINGS 

SERMON: “Running on Empty” Pastor Larry Isbell 

HYMN OF THE DAY: “Just a Closer Walk with Thee” 

Refrain 
Just a closer walk with thee, 

 grant it, Jesus, is my plea; 
 daily walking close to thee, 
 let it be, dear Lord, let it be. 

1 I am weak but thou art strong: 
 Jesus, keep me from all wrong; 
 I'll be satisfied as long 
 as I walk, let me walk close to thee.  Refrain 

2 Through this world of toil and snares, 
 if I falter, Lord, who cares? 
 Who with me my burden shares? 
 None but thee, dear Lord, none but thee.  Refrain 

3 When my feeble life is o'er, 
 time for me will be no more; 
 guide me gently, safely o'er 
 to thy kingdom shore, to thy shore.  Refrain 

Text: North American traditional 

Lord Jesus, help us to realize your arrival happens in ways we cannot predict. 

Let this truth fill us with hope and move us to merciful action. We pray through 

your Spirit. Amen. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED: 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 Creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
 born of the virgin Mary,  
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead.  
 On the third day he rose again;  
 he ascended into heaven,  
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 the holy catholic church,  
 the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins,  
 the resurrection of the dead,  
 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH: 

(At the end of each petition, the leader will say “Lord, in your mercy.” Feel free to respond 
with “Hear our prayer.”) 

THE LORD’S PRAYER: 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be thy name, 
     thy kingdom come,  
     thy will be done, 
         on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
     as we forgive those  
         who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation,  
     but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
     and the power, and the glory, 

              forever and ever.  Amen. 

BENEDICTION: 

P. Now may God, who has loved us with a love beyond all telling, send us forth to care for 

the world around us and to share the good news of that love, in the name of the Father, 

and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 C. Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN: “This Is My Father’s World” 

1 This is my Father's world, 
 and to my list'ning ears 
 all nature sings, and round me rings 
 the music of the spheres. 
 This is my Father's world; 
 I rest me in the thought 
 of rocks and trees, of skies and seas; 
 his hand the wonders wrought. 
 
2 This is my Father's world; 
 the birds their carols raise; 
 the morning light, the lily white, 
 declare their maker's praise. 
 This is my Father's world; 
 he shines in all that's fair. 
 In the rustling grass I hear him pass; 
 he speaks to me ev'rywhere. 
 
3 This is my Father's world; 
 oh, let me not forget 
 that, though the wrong seems oft so strong, 
 God is the ruler yet. 
 This is my Father's world; 
 why should my heart be sad? 
 The Lord is king, let heaven ring; 
 God reigns, let earth be glad! 
 
Text: Maltbie D. Babcock, 1858-1901 

 
DISMISSAL: 

P. Go in peace! Serve the Lord! 
C. Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE: “Fugue in c minor, BWV 549” – J. S. Bach 
 
 

(Please exit row by row, beginning with the back. 
Talk to others from a distance in the parking lot.) 

 
 
 

Today’s altar flowers are given by Noreen Gaynor in honor of Dick’s birthday. 


