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WELCOME TO THE LORD'S HOUSE!
We are so glad to have you with us this morning! There is an extended time of praise and worship at
the beginning of the service, and we want you to worship your Lord as you feel comfortable. All forms
of worship are acceptable, such as singing, clapping, standing, sitting, kneeling, and dancing. Please
worship your God in a way that draws vou closer to Him!

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

OPENING PRAYER:
Lord Jesus, help us to realize your arrival happens in ways we cannot predict. Let this truth fill
us with hope and move us to merciful action. We pray through your Spirit. Amen.

FIRST READING: Amos 5:18-24

®Alas for you who desire the day of the LORD!

Why do you want the day of the LORD?

It is darkness, not light;
%as if someone fled from a lion,
and was met by a bear;

or went into the house and rested a hand against the wall,
and was bitten by a snake.

20Ts not the day of the LORD darkness, not light,
and gloom with no brightness in it?

21T hate, I despise your festivals,
and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies.
22Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings,
I will not accept them;
and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals
I will not look upon.
23Take away from me the noise of your songs;
I will not listen to the melody of your harps.
24But let justice roll down like waters,
and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.

WORSHIP & PRAISE

SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

*We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have died, so that
you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. **For since we believe that Jesus died and
rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died. **For this we

declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the

Lord, will by no means precede those who have died. °For the Lord himself, with a cry of
command, with the archangel’s call and with the sound of God’s trumpet, will descend from
heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. *’Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught
up in the clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will be with the Lord
forever. *Therefore encourage one another with these words.
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WORSHIP & PRAISE
TIME OF OPEN PRAYER
THE LORD’S PRAYER

GOSPEL READING: Matthew 25:1-13

[Jesus said to the disciples:] "Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took
their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. “Five of them were foolish, and five were

wise. *When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them; “but the wise took flasks of
oil with their lamps. °As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. °But at
midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ “Then all those
bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your
oil, for our lamps are going out.” °But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for you and
for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’” ‘°And while they went to
buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him into the wedding banquet;
and the door was shut. ‘'Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to

us.’ '?But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’ '*Keep awake therefore, for you know
neither the day nor the hour.”

SERMON: “"Running on Empty” Pastor Larry Isbell

BRIEF ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS:
You may either stand or kneel.

C. Almighty God, I have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed. I have sinned by
what I have done and what I have left undone. I have not loved you with my whole
heart.

I have not loved my neighbor as myself. Forgive me. Renew me. Lead me. I pray in
the name of Jesus Christ, who suffered for us all and was raised from the dead, that
first Easter. Amen.

P. It is always my honor and privilege to announce that God has freely forgiven you and me. We
stand here, trusting, by God’s grace alone. We stand here as free men and women, boys and
girls. May the wind of Pentecost move our hearts and our hands.

C. Amen.

APOSTLES’ CREED:

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the dead,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



BENEDICTION
P:  Now may God, who has loved us with a love beyond all telling, send us forth to care for the
world around us and to share the good news of that love, in the name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

SENDING WORSHIP & PRAISE

SERVING FIRST TODAY
Pastor: Pastor Larry Isbell
Greeters/Usher: Janet Isbell, John & Mary Ellen Wyman, & Dave Stocks

WOUNDED HEALER PRAISE BAND
Erika East, Annette Hull, Jennifer & Mike Langevin, Matt Pillar

Today'’s altar flowers are given by Noreen Gaynor in honor of Dick’s birthday.



