8:45 A.M. ORDER OF WORSHIP
May 9, 2021
SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

(Please follow the ushers’ direction on seating. We will maintain at least 6 feet between
individuals unless you come as a family who live together.)

ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE: “Abide, O Dearest Jesus, among Us with Your Grace” — J. Walther

P. We prepare our hearts and minds for worship, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Spirit,
C. Amen.

BRIEF ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS:
You may either stand or kneel.
P: God of resurrection life, we come before you today as those who would die to sin and rise
to newness of life.

C: Lower into the grave all selfishness, greed, and envy, all harmful desires and
unworthy ambitions.

Raise from death the good that is in us—and gift us with the good that is not in us.
: Help us to love neighbors, strangers, and those we do not even like.
We have failed you.
: We have failed our world.
Give us the skill and the desire to bring healing into this world.
: Forgive us the sins we can name and the sins we cannot name.
(Silence to ponder our wrongs.)
P: Lord, make us channels of blessing for the impoverished and injured souls of this world.
C: In Jesus' name, we pray. Amen.

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS:
P: Paul teaches us in Romans chapter 5: If in Adam and Eve all have died
Christ—all are made alive. Let us rejoice in the lifegiving power of God's unconditional

love. Our sins are forgiven for Jesus' sake.
C: Amen.
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GATHERING HYMN: “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee”
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1 Joy - ful, joy - ful we a - dore thee, God of glo -1y, Lord of love!
2 All thy works with joy sur-round thee, earth and heav’n re - flect thy rays,
3 Thou art giv - ing and for - giv - ing, ev - er bless-ing, ev - er blest,
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Hearts un - fold like flow’rs be-fore thee, prais-ing thee, their sun a - bove.
stars and an-gels sing a-round thee, cen-ter of un - bro - ken praise.
well -spring of the  joy of liv - ing, o -cean-depth of hap - py rest!
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Melt the clouds of sin and sad - ness, drive the gloom of doubt a - way.

Field and for - est, vale and moun-tain, flow-’'ry mead-ow, flash-ing sea,
Thou our Fa - ther, Christ our broth-er, all who live in love are thine;
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Giv - er of im - mor-tal glad-ness, fill us with the light of day.
chant-ing bird, and flow-ing foun-tain call us to re - joice in thee.
teach us how to love each oth - er, lift us to the joy di-vine!
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Text: Henry van Dyke, 1852-1933 HYMN TO JOY

Music: Ludwig van Beethoven, 1770-1827, adapt. 8787D



APOSTOLIC GREETING:
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

C. And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY:

Lord, with surprise we open our eyes. You bless and give your gifts to people
who differ from us. Help us not to grumble over grace, but to give thanks for it.
In Jesus’ name we pray. AMEN.

BIBLE READINGS See back of bulletin

After the reading of the Gospel:
P. The Gospel of the Lord”

C. Praise to you O Christ.
SERMON: “Friendship with Jesus: Promise and Pain” Pastor Larry Isbell

HYMN OF THE DAY : “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”
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1 What a friend we have in Je - sus, all our sins and griefs to bear!

2 Have we tr1 - als and temp-ta - tions? Is there trou-ble an - y - where?

3 Are we weak and heav-y - lad - en, cum - bered with a load of care?
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What a priv-i-lege to car - ry ev - ’‘ry-thing to God in prayer!
We should nev-er be dis - cour - aged—take it  to the Lord in prayer.
Pre - cious Sav-ior, still our ref - uge— take it  to the Lord in prayer.
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Oh, what peace we of - ten for - feit; oh, what need-lesspain we bear—
Can we find a friend so faith - ful who will all our sor-rowsshare?
Do vyour friends de-spise, for-sake you? Take it to the Lord in prayer.
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all be-cause we do not car - ry ev - ry-thing to God in prayer!
Je - sus knows our ev-’ry weak - ness—take it to the Lord in prayer.
In his arms he’ll take and shield you; you will find a so-lace there.

Text: Joseph Scriven, 1820-1886
Music: CONVERSE, Charles C. Converse, 1832-1918




APOSTLES’ CREED:

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH:

(At the end of each petition, the leader will say “Lord, in your mercy.” Feel free to respond
with “Hear our prayer.”)

THE BLESSING OF THE OFFERING

THE LORD’S PRAYER:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

BENEDICTION:

P. Now may God, who has loved us with a love beyond all telling, send us forth to care for
the world around us and to share the good news of that love, in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C. Amen.



SENDING HYMN: “Love Divine All Loves Excelling”
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1 Love di - vine, all loves ex - cel - ling, Joy of  heav’n, to
2 Breathe, oh, breathe thy lov - ing  Spir - it in - to ev - 'ry
4 Fin - ish then thy new cre - a - tion, pure and spot - less
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earth come down! Fix in us thy hum - ble dwell-ing, all thy
trou - bled breast; let us all in thee in - her - it; let us
let us be; let us see thy great sal - va - tion per - fect -
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faith - ful mer - cies crown. Je - sus, thou art all com - pas - sion,
find thy  prom-ised rest. Take a - way the love of sin - ning;
ly re - stored in thee! Changed from glo - ry in - to glo - ry,
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pure, un - bound - ed love thou art; vis - it us with
Al - pha and O - me - ga be; end of faith, as
till in heav’'n we take our place, till we cast our
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thy sal - va - tion, en - ter ev - ’'ry trem - bling heart.
its be - gin - ning, set our hearts at lib - er - ty.
crowns be - fore thee, lost in won - der, love, and praise!
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Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788
Music: Rowland H. Prichard, 1811-1887
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DISMISSAL.:
P. Goin peace! Serve the Lord!
C. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE: “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” — H. Willan

Today’s altar flowers are offered to the glory of God.

(Please exit row by row, beginning with the back.
Talk to others from a distance in the parking lot.)




