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WELCOME TO THE LORD'S HOUSE!
We are so glad to have you with us this morning! There is an extended time of praise and worship at
the beginning of the service, and we want you to worship your Lord as you feel comfortable. All forms
of worship are acceptable, such as singing, clapping, standing, sitting, kneeling, and dancing. Please
worship your God in a way that draws you closer to Him!

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

OPENING PRAYER:

Lord God, we cannot truly live apart from the Vine. Help us to bear the fruit of love
that looks like Jesus. Through the Holy Spirit we pray. Amen.

FIRST READING: Acts 8:26-40

26An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “"Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes down
from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) ?’So he got up and went. Now there was an
Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire
treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship “*and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he
was reading the prophet Isaiah. °Then the Spirit said to Philip, “"Go over to this chariot and join
it.” 29So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “"Do you understand
what you are reading?” *'He replied, "How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip
to get in and sit beside him. *?Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this:

“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter,

and like a lamb silent before its shearer,
so he does not open his mouth.
33In his humiliation justice was denied him.
Who can describe his generation?
For his life is taken away from the earth.”

3The eunuch asked Philip, "About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or
about someone else?” **Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed
to him the good news about Jesus. *°As they were going along the road, they came to some water;
and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?” **He
commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water,
and Philip baptized him. **When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip
away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. “°But Philip found himself at
Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns
until he came to Caesarea.

WORSHIP & PRAISE

SECOND READING: 1 John 4:7-21

’Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God and
knows God. ®Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. °God’s love was revealed
among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through him. *°In
this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice
for our sins. ''Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. ‘?’No one
has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us.

3By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. *“And
we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. *>*God
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abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. '°*So we have
known and believe the love that God has for us.

God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. '“Love has been
perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is,
so are we in this world. *There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do
with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. '?"We love because he first
loved us. 2°Those who say, “I love God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who
do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not
seen. *'The commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must love their brothers
and sisters also.

WORSHIP & PRAISE
TIME OF OPEN PRAYER
THE LORD’S PRAYER

GOSPEL READING: John 15:1-8

[Jesus said:] "I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. “He removes every branch in
me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. *You
have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. “Abide in me as I abide in you.
Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you
abide in me. °I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much
fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. °Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away
like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. ’If you
abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. ¢My
Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.”

SERMON: "Out On A Limb” Pastor Larry Isbell
BRIEF ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS:

You may either stand or kneel.

P: God of resurrection life, we come before you today as those who would die to sin and rise
to newness of life.

C: Lower into the grave all selfishness, greed, and envy, all harmful desires and
unworthy ambitions.

P: Raise from death the good that is in us-- and gift us with the good that is not in us.

C: Help us to love neighbors, strangers, and those we do not even like.

P: We have failed you.

C: We have failed our world.

P: Give us the skill and the desire to bring healing into this world.

C: Forgive us the sins we can name and the sins we cannot name.

(Silence to ponder our wrongs.)

P: Lord, make us channels of blessing for the impoverished and injured souls of this world.
C: In Jesus' hame, we pray. Amen.

Declaration of Forgiveness:

P: Paul teaches us in Romans chapter 5: If in Adam and Eve all have died—so now--in Jesus
Christ--all are made alive. Let us rejoice in the lifegiving power of God's unconditional love.
Our sins are forgiven for Jesus' sake.

C: Amen.



APOSTLES’ CREED:

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

BENEDICTION
P: Now may God, who has loved us with a love beyond all telling, send us forth to care for the
world around us and to share the good news of that love, in the name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

SENDING WORSHIP & PRAISE

SERVING FIRST TODAY
Pastor: Pastor Larry Isbell
Greeters/Usher: Janet Isbell, John & Mary Ellen Wyman, & Dave Stocks

WOUNDED HEALER PRAISE BAND
Erika East, Annette Hull, Jennifer & Mike Langevin, Matt Pillar

Today’s altar flowers are offered to the glory of God.



