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WELCOME TO THE LORD'S HOUSE!
We are so glad to have you with us this morning! There is an extended time of praise and worship at
the beginning of the service, and we want you to worship your Lord as you feel comfortable. All forms
of worship are acceptable, such as singing, clapping, standing, sitting, kneeling, and dancing. Please
worship your God in a way that draws you closer to Him!

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

OPENING PRAYER:

Lord God, give us confidence that you are “in the details”. Help us to see that the
smallest act of compassion contains hidden treasure. Let us see that little decisions carry
great weight. We pray through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 17:22-24

2’Thus says the Lord Gob:
I myself will take a sprig
from the lofty top of a cedar;
I will set it out.
I will break off a tender one
from the topmost of its young twigs;
I myself will plant it
on a high and lofty mountain.
230n the mountain height of Israel
I will plant it,
in order that it may produce boughs and bear fruit,
and become a noble cedar.
Under it every kind of bird will live;
in the shade of its branches will nest
winged creatures of every kind.
24All the trees of the field shall know
that I am the LORD.
I bring low the high tree,
I make high the low tree;
I dry up the green tree
and make the dry tree flourish.
I the LORD have spoken;
I will accomplish it.

WORSHIP & PRAISE
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SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 5:6-10

°So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in the body we are
away from the Lord—’for we walk by faith, not by sight. ®Yes, we do have confidence, and we would
rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord. °So whether we are at home or away, we
make it our aim to please him. ‘°For all of us must appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so
that each may receive recompense for what has been done in the body, whether good or evil.

[*'Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we try to persuade others; but we ourselves are well
known to God, and I hope that we are also well known to your consciences. '?We are not
commending ourselves to you again, but giving you an opportunity to boast about us, so that you
may be able to answer those who boast in outward appearance and not in the heart. *For if we are
beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you. ] **For the love of Christ
urges us on, because we are convinced that one has died for all; therefore all have died. '>’And he
died for all, so that those who live might live no longer for themselves, but for him who died and
was raised for them.

From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we once
knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. ’So if anyone is in
Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new!

WORSHIP & PRAISE
TIME OF OPEN PRAYER
THE LORD’S PRAYER

GOSPEL READING: Mark 4:26-34

26[Jesus] said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the ground,?’and would
sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he does not know how. %The
earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the head. *°But when the
grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has come.”

30He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will we use for
it? 31t is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on
earth; 32yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large
branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.”

33With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it; 3**he did not
speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything in private to his disciples.

SERMON: “"Gospel Medicine (ER)"” Pastor Larry Isbell
BRIEF ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS:
You may either stand or kneel.

P: God of resurrection life, we come before you today as those who would die to sin and rise
to newness of life.

C: Lower into the grave all selfishness, greed, and envy, all harmful desires and
unworthy ambitions.

P: Raise from death the good that is in us-- and gift us with the good that is not in us.
C: Help us to love neighbors, strangers, and those we do not even like.

P: We have failed you.

C: We have failed our world.

P: Give us the skill and the desire to bring healing into this world.

C: Forgive us the sins we can name and the sins we cannot name.

(Silence to ponder our wrongs.)



P: Lord, make us channels of blessing for the impoverished and injured souls of this world.
C: In Jesus' name, we pray. Amen.
Declaration of Forgiveness:

P: Paul teaches us in Romans chapter 5: If in Adam and Eve all have died—so now--in Jesus
Christ--all are made alive. Let us rejoice in the lifegiving power of God's unconditional love.
Our sins are forgiven for Jesus' sake.

C: Amen.

APOSTLES’ CREED:

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

BENEDICTION
P:  Now may God, who has loved us with a love beyond all telling, send us forth to care for the
world around us and to share the good news of that love, in the name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

SENDING WORSHIP & PRAISE

SERVING FIRST TODAY
Pastor: Pastor Larry Isbell
Greeters/Usher: Janet Isbell, John & Mary Ellen Wyman, & Dave Stocks

WOUNDED HEALER PRAISE BAND
Erika East, Annette Hull, Jennifer & Mike Langevin, Matt Pillar

Today'’s altar flowers are given by Jim & Susie Huntington
in honor of their 60" anniversary.



