FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH
LL#U\P 3600 25 St, Columbus, IN 47203
Phone: (812) 372-1256 Web site: www.flccolumbus.org

qw Office Hours: 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m., Tuesday-Thursday
-L[»m Facebook: First Lutheran Church (Columbus, IN)
w CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP
A | August 29, 2021 - 11:15 a.m.
DOLS@ 14™ SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

WELCOME TO THE LORD'S HOUSE!
We are so glad to have you with us this morning! There is an extended time of praise and worship at
the beginning of the service, and we want you to worship your Lord as you feel comfortable. All forms
of worship are acceptable, such as singing, clapping, standing, sitting, kneeling, and dancing. Please
worship your God in a way that draws you closer to Him!

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

OPENING PRAYER:

Dear God, we are lost without you. Give us gracious attitudes and help us to use our
time, talents, and treasures for your glory and for the health of humanity. In Jesus’
name we pray. Amen.

FIRST READING: Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9

'So now, Israel, give heed to the statutes and ordinances that I am teaching you to observe, so
that you may live to enter and occupy the land that the LORD, the God of your ancestors, is
giving you. 2You must neither add anything to what I command you nor take away anything
from it, but keep the commandments of the LORD your God with which I am charging you.

°You must observe them diligently, for this will show your wisdom and discernment to the
peoples, who, when they hear all these statutes, will say, “"Surely this great nation is a wise and
discerning people!” "For what other great nation has a god so near to it as the LORD our God is
whenever we call to him? 8And what other great nation has statutes and ordinances as just as
this entire law that I am setting before you today?

°But take care and watch yourselves closely, so as neither to forget the things that your eyes
have seen nor to let them slip from your mind all the days of your life; make them known to
your children and your children’s children.

WORSHIP & PRAISE

SECOND READING: James 1:17-27

“Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming down from the
Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. *¢In fulfillment of his
own purpose he gave us birth by the word of truth, so that we would become a kind of first
fruits of his creatures.

“You must understand this, my beloved: let everyone be quick to listen, slow to speak, slow
to anger; *°for your anger does not produce God’s righteousness. **Therefore rid yourselves of
all sordidness and rank growth of wickedness, and welcome with meekness the implanted word
that has the power to save your souls.

2?But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive themselves. **For if any are
hearers of the word and not doers, they are like those who look at themselves in a mirror; 2“for
they look at themselves and, on going away, immediately forget what they were like. °But those
who look into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and persevere, being not hearers who forget
but doers who act—they will be blessed in their doing.

26If any think they are religious, and do not bridle their tongues but deceive their hearts, their
religion is worthless. ?’Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to care
for orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world.
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WORSHIP & PRAISE
TIME OF OPEN PRAYER

GOSPEL READING: Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23

‘Now when the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from Jerusalem gathered
around [Jesus], “they noticed that some of his disciples were eating with defiled hands, that is,
without washing them. 3(For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, do not eat unless they thoroughly
wash their hands, thus observing the tradition of the elders; “and they do not eat anything from
the market unless they wash it; and there are also many other traditions that they observe, the
washing of cups, pots, and bronze kettles.) °So the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, “Why
do your disciples not live according to the tradition of the elders, but eat with defiled
hands?” °He said to them, “Isaiah prophesied rightly about you hypocrites, as it is written,
‘This people honors me with their lips,
but their hearts are far from me;
/in vain do they worship me,
teaching human precepts as doctrines.’
8You abandon the commandment of God and hold to human tradition.”
“Then he called the crowd again and said to them, “Listen to me, all of you, and
understand: '>there is nothing outside a person that by going in can defile, but the things that
come out are what defile.”
2IFor it is from within, from the human heart, that evil intentions come: fornication, theft,
murder, *’adultery, avarice, wickedness, deceit, licentiousness, envy, slander, pride, folly. 22All
these evil things come from within, and they defile a person.”

SERMON: “"The Map Is Not the Territory” Pastor Larry Isbell

BRIEF ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS:
You may either stand or kneel.

P: God of resurrection life, we come before you today as those who would die to sin and rise
to newness of life.

C: Lower into the grave all selfishness, greed, and envy, all harmful desires and
unworthy ambitions.

Raise from death the good that is in us-- and gift us with the good that is not in us.
Help us to love neighbors, strangers, and those we do not even like.

We have failed you.

We have failed our world.

Give us the skill and the desire to bring healing into this world.

: Forgive us the sins we can nhame and the sins we cannot name.

(Silence to ponder our wrongs.)

P: Lord, make us channels of blessing for the impoverished and injured souls of this world.
C: In Jesus' name, we pray. Amen.

OO0 TOT

Declaration of Forgiveness:

P: Paul teaches us in Romans chapter 5: If in Adam and Eve all have died—so now--in Jesus
Christ--all are made alive. Let us rejoice in the lifegiving power of God's unconditional love.
Our sins are forgiven for Jesus' sake.

C: Amen.



APOSTLES’ CREED:
I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

THE BLESSING OF THE OFFERING

COMMUNION LITURGY

P.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink saying: This cup is
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION:
All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. We trust and teach the “real presence” of Jesus, in,
with, and under the elements of bread and wine.

Distribution:

P.

P.

P.
C:

The body of Christ, given.

The communion wafer is consumed at this time.
The blood of Christ, shed.

The communion wine is consumed at this time.

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace.
Amen.



BENEDICTION
P:  Now may God, who has loved us with a love beyond all telling, send us forth to care for the
world around us and to share the good news of that love, in the name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

SENDING WORSHIP & PRAISE

SERVING FIRST TODAY
Pastor: Pastor Larry Isbell
Greeters/Usher: Janet Isbell, John & Mary Ellen Wyman, & Dave Stocks

WOUNDED HEALER PRAISE BAND
Erika East, Annette Hull, Jennifer & Mike Langevin, Matt Pillar

Today'’s altar flowers are given by Mark & Linda Pillar in honor of Matt’s birthday.



