
WELCOME TO THE LORD'S HOUSE! 

We are so glad to have you with us this morning!  There is an extended time of praise and worship at 

the beginning of the service, and we want you to worship your Lord as you feel comfortable.  All forms 

of worship are acceptable, such as singing, clapping, standing, sitting, kneeling, and dancing.  Please 

worship your God in a way that draws you closer to Him! 
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CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP 

September 12, 2021 - 11:15 a.m. 

16TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOS

 

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

OPENING PRAYER: 

Almighty God, open the eyes of our hearts and minds. Let us see the familiar in new 
ways. Give us courage as we walk in faith. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 50:4-9a 

  4The Lord GOD has given me 

  the tongue of a teacher, 
 that I may know how to sustain 

  the weary with a word. 
 Morning by morning he wakens— 
  wakens my ear 

  to listen as those who are taught. 
 5The Lord GOD has opened my ear, 

  and I was not rebellious, 
  I did not turn backward. 
 6I gave my back to those who struck me, 

  and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; 
 I did not hide my face 

  from insult and spitting. 
 
 7The Lord GOD helps me; 

  therefore I have not been disgraced; 
 therefore I have set my face like flint, 

  and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 
  8he who vindicates me is near. 
 Who will contend with me? 

  Let us stand up together. 
 Who are my adversaries? 

  Let them confront me. 
 9aIt is the Lord GOD who helps me; 
  who will declare me guilty? 

WORSHIP & PRAISE 

SECOND READING:  James 3:1-12 
1Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you know that we who 

teach will be judged with greater strictness. 2For all of us make many mistakes. Anyone who makes 
no mistakes in speaking is perfect, able to keep the whole body in check with a bridle. 3If we put 
bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we guide their whole bodies. 4Or look at 
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ships: though they are so large that it takes strong winds to drive them, yet they are guided by a 
very small rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. 5So also the tongue is a small member, yet 

it boasts of great exploits. 
  How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! 6And the tongue is a fire. The tongue is placed 

among our members as a world of iniquity; it stains the whole body, sets on fire the cycle of nature, 
and is itself set on fire by hell. 7For every species of beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can 
be tamed and has been tamed by the human species, 8but no one can tame the tongue—a restless 

evil, full of deadly poison. 9With it we bless the Lord and Father, and with it we curse those who are 
made in the likeness of God. 10From the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers and 

sisters, this ought not to be so. 11Does a spring pour forth from the same opening both fresh and 
brackish water? 12Can a fig tree, my brothers and sisters, yield olives, or a grapevine figs? No more 
can salt water yield fresh. 

WORSHIP & PRAISE 

TIME OF OPEN PRAYER 

BLESSING OF THE OFFERING 

BLESSING OF THE QUILTS 

P:  We send these Quilts as a sign of God’s love and blessing for each person who receives one, 
trusting that their Quilt will be a source of comfort and hope in the midst of disaster and fear, 
a symbol of Christ’s love to those who suffer, a reminder that each recipient is a beloved child 
of God.  We pray that these Quilts will serve a useful purpose in the life of the recipient; that 
they will bring warmth in the cold, shelter from the sun and heat, a wall for a home, or a 
carrier for a few precious belongings.  May it be a step in recovering one’s life and a message 
of care from someone they may never meet. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

GOSPEL READING: Mark 8:27-38 
27Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he asked his 
disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” 28And they answered him, “John the Baptist; and others, 

Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.” 29He asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” 
Peter answered him, “You are the Messiah.” 30And he sternly ordered them not to tell anyone about 
him. 

 
  31Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be 

rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise 
again. 32He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33But 
turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are 

setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 
  34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my followers, 

let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35For those who want to save their 
life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save 
it. 36For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? 37Indeed, what can they 

give in return for their life? 38Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and 
sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his 

Father with the holy angels.” 

SERMON: “Chastity”: Refusal to Grasp Pastor Larry Isbell 
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BRIEF ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS: 

You may either stand or kneel. 

P: God of resurrection life, we come before you today as those who would die to sin and rise 

to newness of life. 

C: Lower into the grave all selfishness, greed, and envy, all harmful desires and 

unworthy ambitions. 

P: Raise from death the good that is in us -- and gift us with the good that is not in us. 

C: Help us to love neighbors, strangers, and those we do not even like. 

P: We have failed you. 

C: We have failed our world. 

P: Give us the skill and the desire to bring healing into this world. 

C: Forgive us the sins we can name and the sins we cannot name. 

(Silence to ponder our wrongs.) 

P: Lord, make us channels of blessing for the impoverished and injured souls of this world. 

C: In Jesus' name, we pray.  Amen. 

Declaration of Forgiveness: 

P: Paul teaches us in Romans chapter 5:  If in Adam and Eve all have died—so now--in Jesus 

Christ--all are made alive.  Let us rejoice in the lifegiving power of God's unconditional love. 
Our sins are forgiven for Jesus' sake. 

C: Amen. 

APOSTLES’ CREED: 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
 and born of the virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 He descended into hell. 
 On the third day he rose again. 
 He ascended into heaven, 
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins,  
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  Amen 

BENEDICTION 
P: Now may God, who has loved us with a love beyond all telling, send us forth to care for the 

world around us and to share the good news of that love, in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 



 4 
SENDING WORSHIP & PRAISE 

SERVING FIRST TODAY 
Pastor:  Larry Isbell 

Greeters/Usher: Janet Isbell, John & Mary Ellen Wyman, & Dave Stocks 
 

WOUNDED HEALER PRAISE BAND 
Erika East, Annette Hull, Jennifer & Mike Langevin, Matt Pillar 

Today’s altar flowers are given by Kelly Shelton in honor of her mother’s 
birthday and her son’s birthday. 

 
 
 
 
 

Join us in the narthex after the service for a cupcake reception honoring 

those members who joined the fellowship of FLC this summer: 
Ed & Terri, and Romel & Anitha and their sons Ronito and Rivaldo 


