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8:45 A.M. ORDER OF WORSHIP 
December 19, 2021 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE: “Savior of the Nations, Come” – J. Pachelbel 

P. We prepare our hearts and minds for worship, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit. 

C. Amen. 

BRIEF ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS: 

You may either stand or kneel. 

P: Holy and loving God, 

here, in public worship, we confess 

our sins We fall short of your 

intentions for us. 

C: We find it hard to believe your good news 

is for us. We fail to care for all the gifts 

you give us—-our time, our talent, and 

our possessions. We fall short of your 

intentions for us. 

P: We fail to truly see our neighbors. 

 We look past the stranger. 

C: We find it convenient to be self-righteous 

 when it comes to politics and ethics. 

P: Forgive us Lord God! Help us to do 

better—to be better.  We ask through 

Jesus Christ, your Son our Lord, the 

One who emptied himself just to be 

with us and save us. 

C: Amen. 

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS: 

P: Paul teaches us in Romans chapter 5:  If in Adam and Eve all have died—so now--in Jesus 

Christ--all are made alive.  Let us rejoice in the lifegiving power of God's unconditional 

love. Our sins are forgiven for Jesus' sake. 
C: Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN: “My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness, Lord” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             Used by permission. OneLicense #A-735664 
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APOSTOLIC GREETING: 

P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 

 C. And also with you. 

HYMN OF PRAISE: 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY: 

 

 

 

 

BIBLE READINGS See back of bulletin 

After the reading of the Gospel: 

P.  The Gospel of the Lord” 

C.  Praise to you O Christ. 

CHRISTMAS PROGRAM: “If We Do It, It Will Work” See bulletin insert 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lord God, you give us the words and music of life.  Help us to be creative in 

sharing the song of grace with everybody we meet.  Through Jesus, in the 

power of The Holy Spirit, we pray.  Amen 
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HYMN OF THE DAY: “What Child Is This” 
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APOSTLES’ CREED: 

C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
      creator of heaven and earth. 

      I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
     and born of the virgin Mary. 

       He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
            was crucified, died, and was buried. 
       He descended into hell. 
       On the third day he rose again. 
       He ascended into heaven, 
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
       He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

       I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
       the holy catholic Church, 
       the communion of saints, 
       the forgiveness of sins, 
       the resurrection of the body, 

       and the life everlasting.  Amen 
 

CHOIR ANTHEM: “Magnificat” – Frank Henry Shera 
My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my saviour,  
for he hath regarded the lowliness of his handmaiden. 
For behold, from henceforth:  all generations shall call me blessed. 
For he that is mighty hath magnified me, and holy is his Name. 
And his mercy is on them that fear him:  throughout all generations. 

He hath showed strength with his arm:   
he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 
He hath put down the mighty from their seat:  and hath exalted the humble and meek. 
He hath filled the hungry with good things:  and the rich he hath sent empty away. 
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel:  as he promised to our forefathers, 
Abraham and his seed, forever. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost: 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 
World without end.  Amen. 

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH: 
(At the end of each petition, the leader will say “Lord, in your mercy.” Feel free to respond 
with “Hear our prayer.”) 

THE BLESSING OF THE OFFERING 

COMMUNION LITURGY 

P. In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body given for you.  

Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink saying: This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me.  
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THE LORD’S PRAYER: 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be thy name, 
     thy kingdom come,  
     thy will be done, 
         on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
     as we forgive those  
         who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation,  
     but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
     and the power, and the glory, 

              forever and ever. Amen. 

HOLY COMMUNION: 

All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. We trust and teach the “real presence” of 

Jesus, in, with, and under the elements of bread and wine. 

As you approach the altar rail, please keep a good space between yourself and others. The 

floor is marked where you may stand or kneel. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER: 

P.  Let us pray. We give you thanks almighty God that you have refreshed us through the 

healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift – in faith 

toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

C: Amen 



8 

BENEDICTION: 

P. Now may God, who has loved us with a love beyond all telling, send us forth to care for 

the world around us and to share the good news of that love, in the name of the Father, 

and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 C. Amen. 

SENDING HYMN: “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” 

5 O come, O Key of David, come, 
 and open wide our heav'nly home; 
 make safe the way that leads on high, 
 and close the path to misery.  Refrain 
 
Refrain 
 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
 shall come to you, O Israel. 
 
6 O come, O Dayspring, come and cheer; 
 O Sun of justice, now draw near. 

 Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
 and death's dark shadow put to flight.  Refrain 
 
7 O come, O King of nations, come, 
 O Cornerstone that binds in one: 
 refresh the hearts that long for you; 
 restore the broken, make us new.  Refrain 
 
8 O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
 and ransom captive Israel, 
 that mourns in lonely exile here 
 until the Son of God appear.  Refrain 

 
Text: Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Köln, 1710; tr. composite 
Text sts. 2, 6, 7 © 1997 Augsburg Fortress. 

             Used by permission. OneLicense #A-735664 

 
 
 
 

DISMISSAL: 
P. Go in peace! Serve the Lord! 
C. Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE: “From Heaven Above to Earth I Come” – J. S. Bach 

Today’s altar flowers are given by Christi Tam in honor of Harold Steigerwalt’s 90th 
birthday, and the cast and crew of the Christmas program. 


