8:45 A.M. ORDER OF WORSHIP
December 26, 2021
FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS

ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE: “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice” — Paul Manz

P. We prepare our hearts and minds for worship, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Spirit.
C. Amen.

BRIEF ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS:
You may either stand or kneel.

P: Holy and loving God,
here, in public worship, we confess
our sins We fall short of your
intentions for us.

C: We find it hard to believe your good news
is for us. We fail to care for all the gifts
you give us—-our time, our talent, and
our possessions. We fall short of your
intentions for us.

P:  We fail to truly see our neighbors.
We look past the stranger.

C: We find it convenient to be self-righteous
when it comes to politics and ethics.

P: Forgive us Lord God! Help us to do
better—to be better. We ask through
Jesus Christ, your Son our Lord, the
One who emptied himself just to be
with us and save us.

C: Amen.

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS:

P: Paul teaches us in Romans chapter 5: If in Adam and Eve all have died—so now--in Jesus
Christ--all are made alive. Let us rejoice in the lifegiving power of God's unconditional
love. Our sins are forgiven for Jesus' sake.

C: Amen.



GATHERING HYMN: “Good Christian Friends Rejoice”
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1 Good Chris-tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
2 Good Chris-tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
3 Good Chris-tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
~ e I
o ) -
— " 813
Il b 1) 1 D] | D) | D) 1 D] 1 1] £
PALA 4 1 r 1 r 1 4 1 r 1 r \-/l
% 2= e e e e
| ! - = ) ) ! —r
— o 4l 3 |
give ye heed to what we say: Je - sus Christ is born to-day;
now ye hear of end - less bliss: Je - sus Christ was born for this!

now ye need not

fear the grave;

Je - sus Christ
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was born to save!
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ox and ass be - fore him bow, and he 1is in  the man-ger now.
He has o - pened heav-en’s door, and we are blest for - ev - er-more.
Calls you one and calls you all to gainthe ev_-_er - last-ing hall.
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Christ is born to - day! Christ is born to - day!
Christ was born for  this! Christ was born for  this!
‘ Christ was born  to  save! Christ was born to save!
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Text: Medieval Latin carol; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866
Music: German carol, 14th cent.; arr. Robert L. Pearsall, 1795-1856

IN DULCI JUBILO
66777855



APOSTOLIC GREETING:

P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

C. And also with you.
HYMN OF PRAISE:
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A Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his peo-ple on earth.-
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M TLord God, heav-en-lyking, al-might-y God and Fa - ther:
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We wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your
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glo - ry. Lord Je - sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther,
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Lord God, Lamb of God: You take a-way the sin of the world;
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have mer-cy on us. You areseat-ed at theright hand of the
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lone arethe Ho- ly One, P ybu a-lone are the Lord,
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youa-lone are the Most High, Je - sus Christ, withtheHo-ly Spir - it,
H — ] | ;
& f—— e 2

in the glo- ry of God the Fa-ther. A - men



PRAYER OF THE DAY:

Almighty God, Jesus’ vocation came from beyond nation, clan, and tribe.
Help us to see that our true calling is the same. Let us grow into our true
identity. Through The Holy Spirit we pray. Amen.

BIBLE READINGS See back of bulletin
After the reading of the Gospel:
P. The Gospel of the Lord”

C. Praise to you O Christ.

SERMON: “Whose Child is This?” Pastor Larry Isbell



HYMN OF THE DAY: “Angels, from the Realms of Glory”
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| An - gels, from the realms of glo-ry, wing your flight o’er all the earth;
2 Shep-herds,in the fields a- bid-ing, watch-ing o'er your flocks by night,
3 Sa - ges,leave your con - tem-pla-tions, bright-er  vi - sions beam a - far;

4 Al cre - a- tion, join in prais-ing God, the Fa - ther, Spir - it, Son,
. g o £ o 0 0 ] |
v . . ; f .
e R e e .
) I
b
N

g

SEIsass

once you sang cre - a - tion’s sto - ry, now pro-claim Mes - si - ah’s birth:
God with us

is now re - sid-ing, yon-der shines the in - fant light.
seck the great de - sire  of na-tions, you have seen his na - tal star.
ev - er-more your voic - es rais-ing to thee-ter - nal Three in One.
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Come and wor-ship, come and wor-ship, wor-ship Christ, the new-born king.
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Text: James Montgomery, 1771-1854, alt., sts. 1-3; Salisbury Hymn Book, 1857, st. 4 REGENT SQUARE

Music: Henry T. Smart, 1813-1879
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APOSTLES’ CREED:
C: | believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH:
(At the end of each petition, the leader will say “Lord, in your mercy.” Feel free to respond

with “Hear our prayer.”)
THE BLESSING OF THE OFFERING

COMMUNION LITURGY
P. In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink saying: This
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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HOLY COMMUNION:
All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. We trust and teach the “real presence” of
Jesus, in, with, and under the elements of bread and wine.
As you approach the altar rail, please keep a good space between yourself and others. The

floor is marked where you may stand or kneel.
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world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a - way the
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER:
P. Let us pray. We give you thanks almighty God that you have refreshed us through the
healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift — in faith
toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C: Amen

BENEDICTION:

P. Now may God, who has loved us with a love beyond all telling, send us forth to care for
the world around us and to share the good news of that love, in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C. Amen.



SENDING HYMN: “Go Tell It on the Mountain”

Refrain
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Go tell it on the moun - tain, o-ver the hills and ev - ’ry - where;
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go tell it on the moun - tain that Je - sus Christ is born!
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1 While shep-herds kept their watch-ing  o’er si - lent flocks by night,
2 The shep-herds feared and trem-bled when, lo, a - bove the earth
3 Down in a lone - ly man-ger the hum-ble Christ was born;
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be - hold, through-out the heav-ens there shone a ho - 1ly light
rang out the an - gel cho-rus that hailed our Sav-ior’s birth.
and God sent us sal - va-tion that bless-ed Christ-mas morn.
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Text: African American spiritual, refrain; John W, Work Jr., 1872-1925, stanzas, alt. GO TELLIT
Music: African American spiritual 78767676

DISMISSAL.:
P. Go in peace! Serve the Lord!
C. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE: “O Tidings of Comfort and Joy” — Myron Roberts

Today’s altar flowers are given by Ann & Bill Haas in honor of the

birth of our Lord and Savior.



