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WELCOME TO THE LORD'S HOUSE!
We are so glad to have you with us this morning! There is an extended time of praise and worship at
the beginning of the service, and we want you to worship your Lord as you feel comfortable. All forms
of worship are acceptable, such as singing, clapping, standing, sitting, kneeling, and dancing. Please
worship your God in a way that draws you closer to Him!

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
OPENING PRAYER:

Gracious God, we fumble, trip, and fall. But your faithfulness remains. We praise you for your
steadfast love and mercy. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

FIRST READING: Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18

!After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be afraid, Abram, I
am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” “But Abram said, “O Lord Gobp, what will you
give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” *And Abram
said, “You have given me no offspring, and so a slave born in my house is to be my heir.” “‘But
the word of the LORD came to him, “This man shall not be your heir; no one but your very own
issue shall be your heir.” *He brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count the
stars, if you are able to count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” °And
he believed the LORD; and the LORD reckoned it to him as righteousness.

‘Then he said to him, “I am the LORD who brought you from Ur of the Chaldeans, to give you
this land to possess.” °But he said, “O Lord Gop, how am I to know that I shall possess it?” He
said to him, “"Bring me a heifer three years old, a female goat three years old, a ram three
years old, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.” *°He brought him all these and cut them in two,
laying each half over against the other; but he did not cut the birds in two. **And when birds of
prey came down on the carcasses, Abram drove them away.

“As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram, and a deep and terrifying
darkness descended upon him.

”When the sun had gone down and it was dark, a smoking fire pot and a flaming torch
passed between these pieces. '°On that day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, “To
your descendants I give this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the river
Euphrates.”

WORSHIP & PRAISE
SECOND READING: Philippians 3-17 - 4-

’Brothers and sisters, join in imitating me, and observe those who live according to the example
you have in us. *®For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; I have often told you of them,
and now I tell you even with tears. *Their end is destruction; their god is the belly; and their
glory is in their shame; their minds are set on earthly things. “°But our citizenship is in heaven,
and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. *’He will transform the
body of our humiliation that it may be conformed to the body of his glory, by the power that also
enables him to make all things subject to himself. “'Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom I
love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved.

WORSHIP & PRAISE


http://www.flccolumbus.org/

TIME OF OPEN PRAYER
GOSPEL READING: Luke 13:31-35

'At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to [Jesus,] “Get away from here, for Herod
wants to kill you.” *’He said to them, “Go and tell that fox for me, ‘Listen, I am casting out
demons and performing cures today and tomorrow, and on the third day I finish my work. *Yet
today, tomorrow, and the next day I must be on my way, because it is impossible for a prophet
to be killed outside of Jerusalem.’ **Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and
stones those who are sent to it! How often have I desired to gather your children together as a
hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing! **See, your house is left to
you. And I tell you, you will not see me until the time comes when you say, ‘Blessed is the one
who comes in the name of the Lord."””.

SERMON: Pastor Larry Isbell

BRIEF ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS:
You may either stand or kneel.

P: Holy and loving God,
Here, in public worship, we confess
Our sins We fall short of your
Intentions for us.

C: We find it hard to believe your good news
Is for us. We fail to care for all the gifts
You give us—-our time, our talent, and
Our possessions. We fall short of your
Intentions for us.

P: We fail to truly see our neighbors.
We look past the stranger.

C: We find it convenient to be self-righteous
When it comes to politics and ethics.

P: Forgive us Lord God! Help us to do
Better—to be better. We ask through
Jesus Christ, your Son our Lord, the
One who emptied himself just to be
With us and save us.

C: Amen.

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS:

P: Paul teaches us in Romans chapter 5: If in Adam and Eve all have died—so now--in Jesus
Christ--all are made alive. Let us rejoice in the lifegiving power of God's unconditional love.
Our sins are forgiven for Jesus' sake.

C: Amen.



APOSTLES’ CREED:

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

THE BLESSING OF THE OFFERING

COMMUNION LITURGY

P. In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink saying: This cup is
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



HOLY COMMUNION:

All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. We trust and teach the “real presence” of Jesus, in,
with, and under the elements of bread and wine.

As you approach the altar rail, please keep a good space between yourself and others. The floor is
marked where you may stand or kneel.

BENEDICTION

P: Now may God, who has loved us with a love beyond all telling, send us forth to care for the

world around us and to share the good news of that love, in the name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.
SENDING WORSHIP & PRAISE

SERVING FIRST TODAY
Pastor: Pastor Larry Isbell
Greeters/Usher: John & Mary Ellen Wyman, & Dave Stocks
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Today'’s altar flowers are given by Beverly McDermott in honor of Ken’s Birthday



