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8:45 A.M. ORDER OF WORSHIP 
December 4, 2022 

2ND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE:  “Savior of the Nations, Come” – J. Pachelbell 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH: All Sing 

The pastor l the appropriate candles while the congregation all sing the following: 

 Light two candles to watch for Messiah: let the light banish darkness. 

 He shall bring salvation to Israel, God fulfills the promise. 

P. We prepare our hearts and minds for worship, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit. 

C. Amen. 

BRIEF ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS: 

You may either stand or kneel. 

P: God of resurrection life, we come before you today as those who would die to sin and rise 

to newness of life. 

C: Lower into the grave all selfishness, greed, and envy, all harmful desires and 

unworthy ambitions. 

P: Raise from death the good that is in us -- and gift us with the good that is not in us. 

C: Help us to love neighbors, strangers, and those we do not even like. 

P: We have failed you. 

C: We have failed our world. 

P: Give us the skill and the desire to bring healing into this world. 

C: Forgive us the sins we can name and the sins we cannot name. 

(Silence to ponder our wrongs.) 

P: Lord, make us channels of blessing for the impoverished and injured souls of this world. 

C: In Jesus' name, we pray.  Amen. 

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS: 

P: As the Apostle Paul teaches us in Romans chapter 5:  If in Adam and Eve all have died—

so now--in Jesus Christ--all are made alive.  Let us rejoice in the lifegiving power of God's 

unconditional love. Our sins are forgiven for Jesus' sake. 
C: Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN: “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers” 
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APOSTOLIC GREETING: 

P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 

 C. And also with you. 

HYMN OF PRAISE: 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY: 

P. The Lord be with you 

C. And also with you. 

P. Let us pray 

 

 

 

 

READINGS FOR TODAY 

FIRST LESSON:  Isaiah 11:1-10 See back of bulletin 

PSALM 72:1-7, 18-19 - Spoken responsively, the congregation speaks the lines in bold print. 
    1Give the king your justice, O God, 
  and your righteousness to the king’s son; 

 2that he may rule your people righteously 
  and the poor with justice; 

 3that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, 

  and the hills, in righteousness. 

 4Let him defend the needy among the people, 

  rescue the poor, and crush the oppressor. 

 5May he live as long as the sun and moon endure, 
  from one generation to another. 

 6Let him come down like rain upon the mown field, 
  like showers that water the earth. 

 7In his time may the righteous flourish; 
  and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more. 

 18Blessed are you, LORD God, the God of Israel; 

  you alone do wondrous deeds! 

 19And blessed be your glorious name forever, 

  and may all the earth be filled with your glory. Amen. Amen. 

SECOND READING: Romans 13:11-14 see below 
4Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness 

and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. 5May the God of 
steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in 
accordance with Christ Jesus, 6so that together you may with one voice glorify the God and 

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 7Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. 8For 

I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in 
order that he might confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, 9and in order that the 

Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, 
 “Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, 
  and sing praises to your name”; 
10and again he says, 
 “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people”; 
11and again, 
 “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, 

Stir up our hearts, O God, to prepare the way of your only Son.  By his coming, 

help us to grow in faith, hope, and active love.  We pray in the name of Jesus 

Christ, through the power of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
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  and let all the peoples praise him”; 
12and again Isaiah says, 
 “The root of Jesse shall come, 
  the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; 

 in him the Gentiles shall hope.” 
13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in 

hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

GOSPEL:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew 3:1-12 see back of bulletin 

C. Glory to you, O Lord. 

After the reading of the Gospel: 

P. The Gospel of the Lord” 

C. Praise to you O Christ. 

SERMON:   Pastor Dan Fugate 
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HYMN OF THE DAY: “Prepare the Royal Highway” 
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APOSTLES’ CREED: 

C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

      creator of heaven and earth. 

      I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

     and born of the virgin Mary. 

       He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

            was crucified, died, and was buried. 

       He descended into hell. 

       On the third day he rose again. 

       He ascended into heaven, 

            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

       He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

       I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

       the holy catholic Church, 

       the communion of saints, 

       the forgiveness of sins, 

       the resurrection of the body,     

         and the life everlasting.  Amen 

CHOIR ANTHEM: “Comfort, Comfort” – arranged by John Ferguson 

“Comfort, comfort now my people; Tell of peace!” so says our God. 

Comfort those who sit in darkness mourning under sorrow’s load. 

To God’s people now proclaim that God’s pardon waits for them! 

Tell them that their war is over; God will reign in peace forever! 

For the herald’s voice is crying in the desert far and near, 

Calling us to true repentance, since the kingdom now is here. 

Oh, that warning cry obey! Now prepare for God a way! 

Let the valleys rise to meet him, and the hills bow down to greet him! 

Straight shall be what long was crooked, and the rougher places plain! 

Let your hearts be true and humble, as befits his holy reign! 

For the glory of the Lord now on earth is shed abroad, 

and all flesh shall see the token that God’s word is never broken. 

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH: 
(At the end of each petition, the leader will say “Lord, in your mercy.” Feel free to respond 
with “Hear our prayer.”) 

P. With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, 
and all of God’s creation. 
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PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING: 
(The offering is presented as the Offertory is sung by the congregation.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER: 

P.  Merciful Father, 

C. we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us – our selves, our time, 
and our possessions, signs of your gracious love.  Receive them for the sake of him 
who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 

COMMUNION LITURGY 

P. In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body given for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink saying: This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.  
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THE LORD’S PRAYER: 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be thy name, 
     thy kingdom come,  
     thy will be done,  
         on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
     as we forgive those  
         who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation,  
     but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
     and the power, and the glory, 

              forever and ever. Amen. 

HOLY COMMUNION: 
All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. We trust and teach the “real presence” of 
Jesus, in, with, and under the elements of bread and wine. 
As you approach the altar rail, please keep a good space between yourself and others.  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please stand as you are able 

    P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace. 
    C: Amen. 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER:   
P.  Let us pray. We give you thanks almighty God that you have refreshed us through the 

healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift – in faith 
toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

C: Amen 

BENEDICTION: 
P. Now may God, who has loved us with a love beyond all telling, send us forth to care for 

the world around us and to share the good news of that love, in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 C. Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN: “Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
DISMISSAL: 

P. Go in peace! Serve the Lord! 
C. Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE:  “Savior of the Nations, Come” – J. S. Bach 

 

Today’s altar flowers are given by Mark & Linda Pillar in honor of their  
48

th
 wedding anniversary, and by Matt & Magen Pillar in honor of Mark’s birthday. 


