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WELCOME TO THE LORD'S HOUSE!
We are so glad to have you with us this morning! There is an extended time of praise and worship at
the beginning of the service, and we want you to worship your Lord as you feel comfortable. All forms
of worship are acceptable, such as singing, clapping, standing, sitting, kneeling, and dancing. Please
worship your God in a way that draws you closer to Him!

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

OPENING PRAYER:
Lord God, give us patience and peace. Give us the faith we need to actively trust that you are
working in and through every circumstance. We pray through the Holy Spirit, in Jesus’ name.
Amen.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 35:1-10
'The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad,

the desert shall rejoice and blossom;

like the crocus ‘it shall blossom abundantly,
and rejoice with joy and singing.

The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it,
the majesty of Carmel and Sharon.

They shall see the glory of the LORD,
the majesty of our God.

*Strengthen the weak hands,
and make firm the feeble knees.
“Say to those who are of a fearful heart,
“Be strong, do not fear!
Here is your God.
He will come with vengeance,
with terrible recompense.
He will come and save you.”

"Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
and the ears of the deaf unstopped;

°then the lame shall leap like a deer,
and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy.

For waters shall break forth in the wilderness,
and streams in the desert;

“the burning sand shall become a pool,
and the thirsty ground springs of water;

the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp,
the grass shall become reeds and rushes.

8A highway shall be there,

and it shall be called the Holy Way;
the unclean shall not travel on it,

but it shall be for God’s people;

no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray.
°No lion shall be there,
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nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it;
they shall not be found there,
but the redeemed shall walk there.
'“And the ransomed of the LORD shall return,
and come to Zion with singing;
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads;
they shall obtain joy and gladness,
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

WORSHIP & PRAISE

SECOND READING: James 5:7-10
‘Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the precious crop
from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the late rains. ®You also must be
patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. °Beloved, do not grumble
against one another, so that you may not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the doors! °As
an example of suffering and patience, beloved, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the
Lord.

WORSHIP & PRAISE
TIME OF OPEN PRAYER
BLESSING OF THE OFFERING

GOSPEL READING: Matthew 11:2-11
“When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples “and said to
him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” “Jesus answered them, “Go
and tell John what you hear and see: °the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are
cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. °And
blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.”

'As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: *What did you go out into
the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? *What then did you go out to see? Someone
dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. "What then did you go
out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. °This is the one about whom it is
written,

‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,

who will prepare your way before you.’
“Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist; yet
the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.”

SERMON Pastor Heidi Schwerdtfeger-Jones

BRIEF ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Confession:

P. As you are willing, repeat this prayer after me:
Almighty God, I have sinned against you, in thought, word, and deed—by what I have done,
and by what I have left undone.
I have not loved you with my whole heart.
I have not loved my neighbor as myself.
Forgive me. Renew me. Lead me. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen.

Forgiveness:

P. The Lord has already embraced us in complete forgiveness. Otherwise, we would not be able
to make this kind of confession. We stand here, forgiven. We are free men and women, boys
and girls—through the loving embrace of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



APOSTLES’ CREED:

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

COMMUNION LITURGY:

P. In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink saying: This cup is
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION:

All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. We trust and teach the “real presence” of Jesus, in,
with, and under the elements of bread and wine.

As you approach the altar rail, please keep a good space between yourself and others. The floor is
marked where you may stand or kneel.
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BENEDICTION:

P: Now may God, who has loved us with a love beyond all telling, send us forth to care for the
world around us and to share the good news of that love, in the name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

SENDING WORSHIP & PRAISE

SERVING FIRST TODAY
Pastor: Pastor Heidi Schwerdtfeger-Jones
Greeters/Usher: John & Mary Ellen Wyman, & Dave Stocks

WOUNDED HEALER PRAISE BAND
Erika East, Annette Hull, Jennifer & Mike Langevin, Matt Pillar

Today'’s altar flowers are given by Kelly Shelton in honor of her 40" wedding
anniversary and for her son-in-law’s birthday.



