
WELCOME TO THE LORD'S HOUSE! 

We are so glad to have you with us this morning!  There is an extended time of praise and worship at 

the beginning of the service, and we want you to worship your Lord as you feel comfortable.  All forms 

of worship are acceptable, such as singing, clapping, standing, sitting, kneeling, and dancing.  Please 

worship your God in a way that draws you closer to Him! 
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CASUAL WORSHIP 

December 4, 2022 - 11:15 a.m. 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

OPENING PRAYER: 
Stir up our hearts, O God, to prepare the way of your only Son.  By his coming, help us to grow 

in faith, hope, and active love.  We pray in the name of Jesus Christ, through the power of the 
Holy Spirit. Amen. 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 11:1-10 

 1A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 

  and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
 2The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, 
  the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

  the spirit of counsel and might, 
  the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 

 3His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 
 
 He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 

  or decide by what his ears hear; 
 4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 

  and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
 he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
  and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 

 5Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 
  and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 

 
 6The wolf shall live with the lamb, 

  the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 
 the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 
  and a little child shall lead them. 

 7The cow and the bear shall graze, 
  their young shall lie down together; 

  and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
 8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 
  and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 

 9They will not hurt or destroy 
  on all my holy mountain; 

 for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD 
  as the waters cover the sea. 
 

 10On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of 
him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 
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WORSHIP & PRAISE 

SECOND READING:  Romans 15:4-13 
4Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness and 

by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. 5May the God of steadfastness and 
encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, 6so 
that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
 7Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. 8For I tell 

you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order that 
he might confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, 9and in order that the Gentiles might glorify 
God for his mercy. As it is written, 

 “Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, 
  and sing praises to your name”; 
10and again he says, 
 “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people”; 
11and again, 

 “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, 
  and let all the peoples praise him”; 
12and again Isaiah says, 
 “The root of Jesse shall come, 
  the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; 

 in him the Gentiles shall hope.” 
13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit.. 

WORSHIP & PRAISE 

TIME OF OPEN PRAYER 

BLESSING OF THE OFFERING 

GOSPEL READING: Matthew 3:1-12 
1In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 2“Repent, for 
the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke 

when he said, 
 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
  make his paths straight.’ ” 
4Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was 
locusts and wild honey. 5Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and 
all the region along the Jordan, 6and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing 

their sins. 
 7But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, “You 

brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruit worthy of 
repentance. 9Do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I 
tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 10Even now the ax is 

lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and 
thrown into the fire. 

 11“I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming 
after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 
fire. 12His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his 

wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 

SERMON Pastor Dan Fugate 
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BRIEF ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Confession: 

P. As you are willing, repeat this prayer after me: 

 Almighty God, I have sinned against you, in thought, word, and deed—by what I have done, 
and by what I have left undone. 

 I have not loved you with my whole heart. 

 I have not loved my neighbor as myself. 

 Forgive me. Renew me.  Lead me.  In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen. 

Forgiveness: 
P. The Lord has already embraced us in complete forgiveness. Otherwise, we would not be able 

to make this kind of confession. We stand here, forgiven. We are free men and women, boys 

and girls—through the loving embrace of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

APOSTLES’ CREED: 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
 and born of the virgin Mary. 

 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 He descended into hell. 

 On the third day he rose again. 
 He ascended into heaven, 

 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  Amen 

COMMUNION LITURGY: 

P. In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body given for you.  

Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink saying: This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me.  
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THE LORD’S PRAYER: 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be thy name, 

     thy kingdom come,  
     thy will be done, 
         on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
     as we forgive those  

         who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation,  
     but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,  
     and the power, and the glory, 

              forever and ever.  Amen. 

HOLY COMMUNION: 

All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. We trust and teach the “real presence” of Jesus, in, 
with, and under the elements of bread and wine. 

As you approach the altar rail, please keep a good space between yourself and others. The floor is 

marked where you may stand or kneel. 

 

 

 

BENEDICTION: 

P: Now may God, who has loved us with a love beyond all telling, send us forth to care for the 
world around us and to share the good news of that love, in the name of the Father, and of 

the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

SENDING WORSHIP & PRAISE 

SERVING FIRST TODAY 
Pastor:  Pastor Dan Fugate 

Greeters/Usher: John & Mary Ellen Wyman, & Dave Stocks 

WOUNDED HEALER PRAISE BAND 

Erika East, Annette Hull, Jennifer & Mike Langevin, Matt Pillar 

Today’s altar flowers are given by Mark & Linda Pillar in honor of their 48th wedding 

anniversary, and by Matt & Magen Pillar in honor of Mark Pillar’s birthday 


