8:45 A.M. ORDER OF WORSHIP
January 29, 2023
FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY

Rev. Paul Swartz is a Lutheran Pastor in “Re-Firement.” He has served churches in Ohio, Illinois and Indiana;
developed a new congregation; served as an Assistant to the Bishop of the Ohio Synod, LCA; is an Emeriti
Board member of his alma mater, Wittenberg University, and is the author of several journal articles.

The Lily Endowment awarded him a Clergy Renewal grant that enabled him to study and trace
Luther’s steps in Germany. He is enjoying combining his vocation with his avocation stamp
collecting and is anxious to complete a book on Martin Luther, “A Life Stamped, Cancelled and
Delivered” which will be “illustrated philatelically”” from his vast world-wide Luther/Reformation
Collection. That project was sidelined when its research began to reveal striking similarities
between the reformer and The President which led to this publication. Having a son, now
deceased and a daughter, Paul and his wife, Betty of 57 years, reside in Carmel, Indiana.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE: Voluntary in A —J. Bennett

P. We prepare our hearts and minds for worship, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Spirit.
C. Amen.

BRIEF ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS:
You may either stand or kneel.

P: God of resurrection life, we come before you today as those who would die to sin and rise
to newness of life.

C: Lower into the grave all selfishness, greed, and envy, all harmful desires and
unworthy ambitions.

Raise from death the good that is in us -- and gift us with the good that is not in us.
: Help us to love neighbors, strangers, and those we do not even like.
We have failed you.
: We have failed our world.
Give us the skill and the desire to bring healing into this world.
: Forgive us the sins we can name and the sins we cannot name.
(Silence to ponder our wrongs.)
P: Lord, make us channels of blessing for the impoverished and injured souls of this world.
C: In Jesus' name, we pray. Amen.

O TOTOT

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS:

P: As the Apostle Paul teaches us in Romans chapter 5: If in Adam and Eve all have died—
so now--in Jesus Christ--all are made alive. Let us rejoice in the lifegiving power of God's
unconditional love. Our sins are forgiven for Jesus' sake.

C: Amen.




GATHERING HYMN: “Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart!”
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1 Re - joice, yeo pure in  heart! Re - joice, give thanks,and sing;
2 With voice as full and strong as 0 - cean’s surg - ing praise,
3 With all the an - gel  choirs, with all the saints on earth
4 Sull lft your stan-dard high, still  march in firm ar - ray,
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your fes - tal ban - ner wave on high, the cross of Christ your king.
send forth the stur - dy hymns of old, the psalms of an - cient days.
pour out the  strains of joy  and bliss, true rap - ture, no - blest mirth.
as  pil - grims through the dark - ness wend till dawns the gol-den day.
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Re - joice! Re - joice! Re - joice, give thanks, and sing!
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Re - joice! Re - joice!

5 At last the march shall end;
the wearied ones shall rest;
the pilgrims find their home at last,
Jerusalem the blest. Refrain

Text: Edward H. Plumptre, 18211891, alt.
Music: MARION, Arthur H. Messiter, 1834-1916

6 Praise God who reigns on high,
the Lord whom we adore:
the Father, Son, and Spirit blest,
one God forevermore. Refrain



APOSTOLIC GREETING:

P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy

Spirit be with you all.
C. And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE:
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O

p—
Jumm—y

—
— " ]
p— P —=
in the glo - ry of God the Fa-ther. A - men

}
1
|
A

QL




PRAYER OF THE DAY:

P. The Lord be with you
C. And also with you.

P. Let us pray

Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to the
lowly and the pure in heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice, and

perseverance in striving for peace, that in our words and deeds the world may
see the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

READINGS FOR TODAY
FIRST LESSON: Micah 6:1-8 See back of bulletin

PSALM 15 - Spoken responsively, the Pastor speaks the verses in regular print and
congregation speaks the verses in bold print.

'LorD, who may dwell in your tabernacle?
Who may abide upon your holy hill?

“Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right,
who speak the truth from their heart;

*they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to their friends;
they do not cast discredit upon a neighbor.

“In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who fear the LORD.
They have sworn upon their health and do not take back their word.

"They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes against the innocent.
Those who do these things shall never be overthrown.

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 see back of bulletin

GOSPEL: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew 5:1-12 see back of bulletin
C. Glory to you, O Lord.

After the reading of the Gospel:
P. The Gospel of the Lord”
C. Praise to you O Christ.

SERMON: Rev. Paul Swartz



HYMN OF THE DAY:

“Rise Up, O Saints of God!”
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1 Rise up, O saints of God! From vain am - bi - tions turn;
2 Speak out, O saints of God! De - spair en - gulfs earth’s frame;
3 Rise up, O saints of God! The king-dom’s task em - brace;
4 Give heed, O saints of God! Cre - a - tion cries in  pain;
5 Com - mit your hearts to seek  the paths which Christ has  trod;
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Text: Norman Q. Forness, b. 1936
Music: William H. Walter, 1825-1893

Text © Norman O. Forness, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Used by permission. OneLicense #A-735664

APOSTLES’ CREED:
C: | believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen
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CHOIR ANTHEM: “Be Thou My Vision” -- arr. Alice Parker
Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; nought be all else to me, save that thou are.
Thou my best thought by day or by night, waking or sleeping, thy presence my light.

Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word; I ever with the and thou with me, Lord;
Thou my great Father, | thy true son; thou in me dwelling, and | with thee one.

Riches I head not, nor man’s empty praise. Thou mine inheritance, now and always;
Thou and thou only, first in my heart, High King of heaven, my treasure thou art.

High King of heaven, my victory won, may I reach heav ns joys, O bright heaven’s Sun!
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, still be my vision, O Ruler of all.

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH:

P. Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to
their needs.
After each prayer:

P: Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.
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PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING:
(The offering is presented as the Offertory is sung by the congregation.)
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give us a fore-taste of the feast to come.



OFFERTORY PRAYER:
P. Merciful Father,

C. we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us — our selves, our time,
and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him
who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

COMMUNION LITURGY

P. In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink saying: This

cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION:

All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. We trust and teach the “real presence” of
Jesus, in, with, and under the elements of bread and wine.
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8
Please stand as you are able

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace.
C: Amen.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER:

P. Let us pray. We give you thanks almighty God that you have refreshed us through the
healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift — in faith

toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C: Amen

BENEDICTION:

P. Now may God, who has loved us with a love beyond all telling, send us forth to care for
the world around us and to share the good news of that love, in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C. Amen.
SENDING HYMN: “The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve”
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Text: Delores Dufner, 0osB, b. 1939
Music: attr. Thomas Haweis, 1734-1820
Text © 1993 Delores Dufner, admin. OCP Publications

Used by permission. OneL.icense #A-735664
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DISMISSAL:
P. Go in peace! Serve the Lord!
C. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE: “Rise Up, O Saints of God!” — S. Bingham

Today’s altar flowers are given by Bob & Lucie Stricker in honor of
Magen Pillar’s leadership, and to the glory of God!



Fourth Sunday after Epiphany

January 29, 2023

FIRST READING: Micah 6:1-8

Hear what the LORD says:
Rise, plead your case before the mountains,
and let the hills hear your voice.

?Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the LORD,
and you enduring foundations of the earth;

for the LorD has a controversy with his people,
and he will contend with Israel.

3“O my people, what have I done to you?

In what have I wearied you? Answer me!
“For I brought you up from the land of Egypt,

and redeemed you from the house of slavery;
and I sent before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam.
50 my people, remember now what King Balak of

Moab devised,

what Balaam son of Beor answered him,
and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal,

that you may know the saving acts of the LorD.”

5“With what shall I come before the Lorp,
and bow myself before God on high?

Shall I come before him with burnt offerings,
with calves a year old?

"Will the Lorp be pleased with thousands of rams,
with ten thousands of rivers of oil?

Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression,
the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?”

8He has told you, O mortal, what is good,;
and what does the LORD require of you

but to do justice, and to love kindness,
and to walk humbly with your God?

Psalm 15

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31

The message about the cross is foolishness to those
who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is
the power of God. For it is written,
“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,
and the discernment of the discerning I will
thwart.”

PWhere is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe?
Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made
foolish the wisdom of the world? # For since, in the
wisdom of God, the world did not know God through
wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our

proclamation, to save those who believe. **For Jews
demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, **but we
proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews
and foolishness to Gentiles, **but to those who are
the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of
God and the wisdom of God. *For God’s foolishness

" is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is

stronger than human strength.

%Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not
many of you were wise by human standards, not many
were powerful, not many were of noble birth. ?’But
God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the
wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame
the strong; 2God chose what is low and despised in the
world, things that are not, to reduce to nothing things
that are, ¥so that no one might boast in the presence
of God. **He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus,
who became for us wisdom from God, and righteous-
ness and sanctification and redemption, *in order
that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in
the Lord.”

GOSPEL: Matthew 5:1-12

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the moun-
tain; and after he sat down, his disciples came to him.
?Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying:

3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven.

#“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be
comforted.

5Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the
earth.

“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righ-
teousness, for they will be filled.

"“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive
mercy.

8¢Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see
God.

%“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be
called children of God.

10¢Blessed are those who are persecuted for righ-
teousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

1“Blessed are you when people revile you and per-
secute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely
on my account. '*Rejoice and be glad, for your reward

1is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted

the prophets who were before you.”

Next Sunday’s Readings: Isaiah 58:1-9a [9b-12]; Psalm 112:1-9 [10]; 1 Corinthians 2:1-12 [13-16]; Matthew 5:13-20.
Cover: Weary physician. Photo copyright © iStock/Marilyn Nieves/Getty Images Plus via Getty Images. Used by permission.
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