
WELCOME TO THE LORD'S HOUSE! 

We are so glad to have you with us this morning!  There is an extended time of praise and worship at 

the beginning of the service, and we want you to worship your Lord as you feel comfortable.  All forms 

of worship are acceptable, such as singing, clapping, standing, sitting, kneeling, and dancing.  Please 

worship your God in a way that draws you closer to Him! 
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CASUAL WORSHIP 

January 22, 2023 - 11:15 a.m. 

THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

OPENING PRAYER: 

Lord God, your lovingkindness always goes before us and follows after us. Summon us into your 
light, and direct our steps in the ways of goodness that come through the cross of your Son, 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 9:1-4 

1There will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former time [the Lord] brought into 
contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he will make glorious 

the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 
 2The people who walked in darkness 

  have seen a great light; 
 those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 
  on them light has shined. 

 3You have multiplied the nation, 
  you have increased its joy; 

 they rejoice before you 
  as with joy at the harvest, 
  as people exult when dividing plunder. 

 4For the yoke of their burden, 
  and the bar across their shoulders, 

  the rod of their oppressor, 
  you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

WORSHIP & PRAISE 

SECOND READING:  1 Corinthians 1:10-18 
10Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you be 
in agreement and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind 

and the same purpose. 11For it has been reported to me by Chloe’s people that there are quarrels 
among you, my brothers and sisters. 12What I mean is that each of you says, “I belong to Paul,” or 

“I belong to Apollos,” or “I belong to Cephas,” or “I belong to Christ.” 13Has Christ been divided? 
Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? 14I thank God that I baptized 
none of you except Crispus and Gaius, 15so that no one can say that you were baptized in my 

name. 16(I did baptize also the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I do not know whether I 
baptized anyone else.) 17For Christ did not send me to baptize but to proclaim the gospel, and not 

with eloquent wisdom, so that the cross of Christ might not be emptied of its power. 
 
 18For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are 

being saved it is the power of God. 
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WORSHIP & PRAISE 

TIME OF OPEN PRAYER 

BLESSING OF THE OFFERING 

GOSPEL READING: Matthew 4:12-23 
12Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. 13He left Nazareth 
and made his home in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, 14so that 
what had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: 

 15“Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, 
  on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles— 

 16the people who sat in darkness 
  have seen a great light, 
 and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death 

  light has dawned.” 
17From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 

 
 18As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and 
Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. 19And he said to them, 

“Follow me, and I will make you fish for people.” 20Immediately they left their nets and followed 
him. 21As he went from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother 

John, in the boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called 
them. 22Immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed him. 

 
 23Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the good news 
of the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness among the people. 

SERMON Rev. Heidi Schwerdtfeger-Jones 

BRIEF ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Confession: 

P. As you are willing, repeat this prayer after me: 

 Almighty God, I have sinned against you, in thought, word, and deed—by what I have done, 

and by what I have left undone. 

 I have not loved you with my whole heart. 

 I have not loved my neighbor as myself. 

 Forgive me. Renew me.  Lead me.  In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen 

Forgiveness: 

P. The Lord has already embraced us in complete forgiveness. Otherwise, we would not be able 
to make this kind of confession. We stand here, forgiven. We are free men and women, boys 

and girls—through the loving embrace of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED: 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
 and born of the virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 He descended into hell. 

 On the third day he rose again. 
 He ascended into heaven, 
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  Amen 

COMMUNION LITURGY: 

P. In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body given for you.  

Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink saying: This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me.  

THE LORD’S PRAYER: 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be thy name, 

     thy kingdom come,  
     thy will be done, 
         on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
     as we forgive those  

         who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation,  

     but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
     and the power, and the glory, 

              forever and ever.  Amen. 

HOLY COMMUNION: 

All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. We trust and teach the “real presence” of Jesus, in, 
with, and under the elements of bread and wine. 

As you approach the altar rail, please keep a good space between yourself and others. The floor is 
marked where you may stand or kneel. 
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BENEDICTION: 

P: Now may God, who has loved us with a love beyond all telling, send us forth to care for the 
world around us and to share the good news of that love, in the name of the Father, and of 

the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

SENDING WORSHIP & PRAISE 

SERVING FIRST TODAY 

Pastor:  Rev. Heidi Schwerdtfeger-Jones 
Greeters/Usher: John & Mary Ellen Wyman, & Dave Stocks 

WOUNDED HEALER PRAISE BAND 
Erika East, Annette Hull, Jennifer & Mike Langevin, Matt Pillar 

 

Today’s altar flowers are given by Bob & Lucie Stricker in honor of  
Karla Fuhs’ birthday on the 28th.  Thanks and glory to God! 


