8:45 A.M. ORDER OF WORSHIP
February 19, 2023
TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD

Rev. Paul Swartz is a Lutheran Pastor in “Re-Firement.” He has served churches in Ohio, Illinois and Indiana;
developed a new congregation; served as an Assistant to the Bishop of the Ohio Synod, LCA; is an Emeriti
Board member of his alma mater, Wittenberg University, and is the author of several journal articles.

The Lily Endowment awarded him a Clergy Renewal grant that enabled him to study and trace Luther’s steps
in Germany. He is enjoying combining his vocation with his avocation stamp collecting and is anxious to

complete a book on Martin Luther, “A Life Stamped, Cancelled and Delivered” which will be “illustrated
philatelically” from his vast world-wide Luther/Reformation Collection. That project was sidelined when its
research began to reveal striking similarities between the reformer and The President which led to this
publication. Having a son, now deceased and a daughter, Paul and his wife, Betty of 57 years, reside in
Carmel, Indiana.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE: “How Good, Lord, to Be Here!” — W. Held

BRIEF ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS:
During the Confession you may either stand or kneel as you are able.

P. We prepare our hearts and minds for worship, in the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
C. Amen.

P: God of resurrection life, we come before you today as those who would die to sin and rise
to newness of life.

: Lower into the grave all selfishness, greed, and envy, all harmful desires and
unworthy ambitions.

Raise from death the good that is in us -- and gift us with the good that is not in us.
: Help us to love neighbors, strangers, and those we do not even like.
We have failed you.
: We have failed our world.
. Give us the skill and the desire to bring healing into this world.
C: Forgive us the sins we can name and the sins we cannot hame.
(Silence to ponder our wrongs.)
P: Lord, make us channels of blessing for the impoverished and injured souls of this world.
C: In Jesus' name, we pray. Amen.
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DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS:

P: As the Apostle Paul teaches us in Romans chapter 5:
so now--in Jesus Christ--all are made alive. Let us rejoice in the lifegiving power of God's
unconditional love. Our sins are forgiven for Jesus' sake.

C: Amen.




GATHERING HYMN: “How Good, Lord, to Be Here!”
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1 How good, Lord, to be  here! Your glo - ry fills the night;
2 How good, Lord, to be  here, your beau-ty to be - hold
3 Ful - fill - er of the past and  hope of things to be,
4 Be - fore we taste of death, we see your king-dom come;
5 How good, Lord, to be  here! Yet we may not re main;
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your face and gar-ments, like the sun,
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shine with un - bor-rowed light.

where Mo - ses and E - li - jah stand, your mes-sen-gers of old.
we hail your bod -y glo - ri - fied and our re-demp-tion see.
we long to hold the vi - sion bright and make this hill our home.
but since you bid us leave the mount,come with us to the plain.
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Text:Joseph A. Robinson, 1858-1933, alt. POTSDAM

Music: W. Mercer, The Church Psalter and Hymn Book, 1854

APOSTOLIC GREETING:
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy

Spirit be with you all.
C. And also with you.
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HYMN OF PRAISE:
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A Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his peo-ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly king, al-might-y God and Fa - ther:
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We wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your
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youa-lone are the Most High, Je - sus Christ, withtheHo-ly Spir - it,
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PRAYER OF THE DAY:

P. The Lord be with you
C. And also with you.

P. Let us pray

O God, in the transfiguration of your Son you confirmed the mysteries of the
faith by the witness of Moses and Elijah, and in the voice from the bright cloud
declaring Jesus your beloved Son, you foreshadowed our adoption as your

children. Make us heirs with Christ of your glory, and bring us to enjoy its
fullness, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Please be seated
READINGS FOR TODAY

FIRST LESSON: Exodus 24:12-18 See back of bulletin

PSALM 2 - Spoken responsively, the Pastor speaks the verses in regular print and
congregation speaks the verses in bold print.

'Why are the nations in an uproar?
Why do the peoples mutter empty threats?

‘Why do the kings of the earth rise up in revolt, and the princes plot together,
against the LORD and against the LORD’s anointed?

*Let us break their yoke,” they say;
“let us cast off their bonds from us.”

‘God whose throne is in heaven is laughing;
the LorD holds them in derision.

°Then in wrath God speaks to them,
and in rage fills them with terror.

““As for me, I have anointed my king
upon Zion, my holy mountain.”

‘Let me announce the decree of the LORD,
who said to me, “You are my son; this day have I begotten you.

*Ask of me, and I will give you the nations for your inheritance
and the ends of the earth for your possession.

°You shall crush them with an iron rod
and shatter them like a piece of pottery.”

'“And now, you kings, be wise;
be warned, you rulers of the earth.

'Submit to the LOrRD with fear,
and with trembling bow in worship;

’lest the LORD be angry, and you perish in a sudden blaze of wrath.
Happy are all who take refuge in God!

SECOND READING: 2 Peter 1:16-21 see back of bulletin



Please stand as you are able

GOSPEL: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew 17:1-9 see back of bulletin
C. Glory to you, O Lord.

After the reading of the Gospel:
P. The Gospel of the Lord”
C. Praise to you O Christ.
Sit
SERMON: Rev. Paul Swartz



Please stand as you are able.

HYMN OF THE DAY: “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”
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1 Love di - vine, all loves ex - cel - ling, Joy of heav’n, to
2 Breathe, oh, breathe thy lov - ing  Spir - it in - to ev - 'ry
3 Come, Al - might - vy, to de - liv - er; let us all thy
4 Fin - ish then thy new cre - a - tion, pure and spot - less
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earth come down! Fix in us thy hum - ble dwell-ing, all thy
trou - bled breast; let wus all in thee in - her - it; let us
life re - ceive; sud - den - ly re - turn, and nev - er, nev - er -
let us be; let us see thy great sal - va - tion per - fect -
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faith - ful mer - cies crown. Je - sus, thou art all com - pas - sion,
find thy prom-ised rest. Take a - way the love of sin - ning;
more thy tem - ples leave. Thee we would be al - ways bless-ing,
ly re - stored in thee! Changed from glo - ry in - to glo - ry,
. e 5 P =
oy b S fnF K o SSEe
e 1 1 —H |

‘71_5_}—#__] —

o — 1 T l\,]’ [ 1
pure, un - bound - ed love thou art; vis - it us with
Al - pha and O - me - ga be; end of faith, as
serve thee as thy hosts a - bove, pray, and praise thee
till in heav’'n we take our place, till we cast our
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thy sal - va - tion, en - ter ev - ’ry trem - bling heart
its be - gin - ning, set our hearts at lib - er - ty.
with - out ceas - ing, glo - ry in thy per - fect love.
crowns be - fore thee, lost in won - der, love, and praise!
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Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788 HYFRYDOL

Music: Rowland H. Prichard, 1811-1887

87870



APOSTLES’ CREED:
C: | believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

Sit
CHOIR ANTHEM: “Fairest Lord Jesus” — Charles Forsberg

Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nations, O thou of God and man the son:
thee will I cherish, thee will I honor thou, my soul’s glory, joy and crown.

Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands, robed in the blooming garb of spring:
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer, who makes the woeful heart to sing!

Fair is the sunshine, fair still the moonlight and all the twinkling starry host:
Jesus shines brighter Jesus shines purer than all the angels #eav’n can boast.

Please stand as you are able
THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH:

P. Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to
their needs.
After each prayer:

P: Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.



PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING:

(The offermg Is presented as the Offertory is sung by the congregation.)
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cup of bless - ing. Gath - er a har-vest from the seeds that were

sown, that we may be fed with thebread of life. Gath - er the
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hopes and the dreams of all; u - nite them with the prayers we
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give us a fore-taste of the feast to come.

OFFERTORY PRAYER:

P. Merciful Father,

C. we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us — our selves, our time,
and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him
who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

COMMUNION LITURGY
P. In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink saying: This
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



Sit
HOLY COMMUNION:
All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. We trust and teach the “real presence” of
Jesus, in, with, and under the elements of bread and wine.
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sin of the world; grant us peace.

Please stand as you are able
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace.

C: Amen.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER:

P. Let us pray. We give you thanks almighty God that you have refreshed us through the
healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift — in faith
toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C: Amen

BENEDICTION:

P. Now may God, who has loved us with a love beyond all telling, send us forth to care for
the world around us and to share the good news of that love, in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C. Amen.



10
SENDING HYMN: “In Thee is Gladness”

n 1 i 1
1 ; : | | Ao : 1
1 F ; ] [#] 3 | ; i
\j’ : — 7 - ?[::?L"€‘ 7 - E r »- P L—— P
I In thee 18 glad-ness a-mid all sad - ness, Je - sus, sun - shine of my
2 Je-sus 13 ours! .. We fear no pow -ers, not of earth or sin  or
n 1. 1
A X ) | ! —
s> 7) - i — ) . »
e e} ; } E ! } | !
heart. By thee are giv - en the gifts of heav - en, thou the
death. He sees and bless - es in worsl dis - ress - es; he can

.

—

QL

Y .
e Pt f
| B i

R.LL

N
E=—

true te - deem - er  art. Our souls thou wak - est; our bonds thou
change them with a breath.  Where-fore the sto - ry tell of |his
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break - est. Who trusts thee sure - ly has bwlt se - care - ly
glo - ry with heart and wvoic - es; all heav'n re - joic - es
2 o e e e s S ] .
O : o
S S e e —
and stands for - ev - err Al -le - lu - ial Our hearts are
in him for - ev - err Al-1le - lu - ia! We shout for
{5 > . ] I £ - ne ” » » £ .
A i i i i 1 t f i : I I
J E E 1 E T 3
pin - ing to see thy shin - ing, dy-ing or Iiv - ing,
glad - ness, tri-umph o’er sad - ness, love him and praise  him
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to thee are <cleav-ing; naught can us sev - er: Al-le -lu - ia!
and still shall raise him glad hymns for - ev - enn Al-le - lu - 1a!

‘Text; Johans Lindemans, 1549~1631; tr. Catherine Winkworth, [§27-187%, alt.
Music: IN DIR IST FREUDE, Giovanni Giacomo Gastoldi, 13361622

DISMISSAL.:
P. Go in peace! Serve the Lord!
C. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE: “In Thee Is Gladness” — H. Rohlig

Today’s altar flowers are given by Steve & Christi Tam in honor of Riley’s Gotcha Day
and by Ray & Gwen Keller in honor of their 64™ wedding anniversary.



