8:45 A.M. ORDER OF WORSHIP
February 26, 2023
FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT

Rev. Paul Swartz is a Lutheran Pastor in “Re-Firement.” He has served churches in Ohio, Illinois and Indiana;
developed a new congregation; served as an Assistant to the Bishop of the Ohio Synod, LCA; is an Emeriti
Board member of his alma mater, Wittenberg University, and is the author of several journal articles.

The Lily Endowment awarded him a Clergy Renewal grant that enabled him to study and trace Luther’s steps

in Germany. He is enjoying combining his vocation with his avocation stamp collecting and is anxious to
complete a book on Martin Luther, “A Life Stamped, Cancelled and Delivered” which will be “illustrated
philatelically” from his vast world-wide Luther/Reformation Collection. That project was sidelined when its
research began to reveal striking similarities between the reformer and The President which led to this
publication. Having a son, now deceased and a daughter, Paul and his wife, Betty of 57 years, reside in
Carmel. Indiana.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE: “The Glory of These Forty Days” — J. Walther

BRIEF ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS:
During the Confession you may either stand or kneel as you are able.

P. Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who journeys with us these forty days, and sustains
us with the gift of grace.
C. Amen.

P. Let us acknowledge before God and one another our need for repentance and God’s mercy.
Silence for reflection

P. Holy God,
C. we confess to you our faults and failings.
Too often we neglect and do not trust your holy word;
we take for ourselves instead of giving to others;
we spoil rather than steward your creation;
we cause hurt though you call us to heal;
we choose fear over compassion.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
as we seek to follow in your way of life.
Amen.

P. Hear the good news; God so loved the world that God gave the only Son, so that all may
receive life. This promise is for you! God embraces you with divine mercy, forgives you
in Christ’s name, and revives you in the Spirit’s power.

| < T



GATHERING HYMN: “The Glory of These Forty Days”
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Text: Latin hymn, 11th cent.; tr. Maurice F. Bell, 1862-1947, alt.
Music:J. Klug, Geistliche Lieder, 1543

Text © Oxford University Press

Used by permission. OneLicense #A-735664

APOSTOLIC GREETING:

P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

C. And also with you.
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HYMN OF PRAISE:
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A Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his peo-ple on earth.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY:

P. The Lord be with you
C. And also with you.

P. Let us pray

Lord God, our strength, the struggle between good and evil rages within and
around us, and the devil and all the forces that defy you tempt us with empty

promises. Keep us steadfast in your word, and when we fall, raise us again and
restore us through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Please be seated
READINGS FOR TODAY

FIRST LESSON: Genesis 2:15-17:3:1-7 See back of bulletin

PSALM 32 - Spoken responsively, the Pastor speaks the verses in regular print and
congregation speaks the verses in bold print.

'Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven,
and whose sin is put away!

’‘Happy are they to whom the LoRD imputes no guilt,
and in whose spirit there is no guile!

*While I held my tongue, my bones withered away,
because of my groaning all day long.

“For your hand was heavy upon me day and night;
my moisture was dried up as in the heat of summer.

"Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and did not conceal my guilt.
I said, "I will confess my transgressions to the LORD.” Then you forgave me the guilt of my sin.

*Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in time of trouble;
when the great waters overflow, they shall not reach them.

’You are my hiding-place; you preserve me from trouble;
you surround me with shouts of deliverance.

I will instruct you and teach you in the way that you should go;
I will guide you with my eye.

’Do not be like horse or mule, which have no understanding;
who must be fitted with bit and bridle, or else they will not stay near you.”

""Great are the tribulations of the wicked;
but mercy embraces those who trust in the LORD.

"'Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the LORD;
shout for joy, all who are true of heart.

SECOND READING: Romans 5:12-19 see back of bulletin

Please stand as you are able

GOSPEL.: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew 4:1-11 see back of bulletin
C. Glory to you, O Lord.



After the reading of the Gospel:
P. The Gospel of the Lord”
C. Praise to you O Christ.

Sit

SERMON:

Please stand as you are able.

HYMN OF THE DAY: “O Lord, throughout These Forty Days”

Rev. Paul Swartz
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Text: based on Claudia F. Hernaman, 1838-1898; para. Gilbert E. DoanJr.,b. 1930

Music: A. Davisson, Kentucky Harmony, 1816;arr. Theodore A. Beck, 1929-2003

Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augslrurg Fortress
Arr. © 1969 Concordia Publishing House

Used by permission. OneLicense #A-735664
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APOSTLES’ CREED:
C: | believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

Sit
CHOIR ANTHEM: “Ah, Holy Jesus” —arr. John Ferguson

Ah, holy Jesus how have you offended, that mortal judgment has on you descended?

By foes derided, by your own rejected, O most afflicted!

Who was the guilty? Who brought this upon you? Alas, my treason, Jesus, has undone you.
Twas I, Lord Jesus, | it was denied you; | crucified you.

Lo, the Good Shepherd for the sheep is offered; the slave has sinned, and the Son has suffered;
for our atonement, while we nothing heeded, God interceded.

For me, kind Jesus, was your incarnation, your mortal sorrow and your /ife’s oblation,

your death of anguish and your bitter Passion, for my salvation.

Therefore, kind Jesus, since | cannot pay you, | do adore you, and will ever pray you,

think on my pity and your love unswerving, not my deserving.

Please stand as you are able
THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH:

P. Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to
their needs.
After each prayer:

P: Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.



PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING:

(The offermg Is presented as the Offertory is sung by the congregation.)
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cup of bless - ing. Gath - er a har-vest from the seeds that were
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%ﬁ.ﬂgﬂé_ﬁ =

hopes and the dreams of all; u - nite them with the prayers we
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give us a fore-taste of the feast to come.

OFFERTORY PRAYER:

P. Merciful Father,

C. we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us — our selves, our time,
and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him
who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

COMMUNION LITURGY
P. In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink saying: This
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



Sit
HOLY COMMUNION:
All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. We trust and teach the “real presence” of
Jesus, in, with, and under the elements of bread and wine.
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sin of the world; grant us peace.

Please stand as you are able
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace.

C: Amen.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER:

P. Let us pray. We give you thanks almighty God that you have refreshed us through the
healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift — in faith
toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C: Amen

BENEDICTION:

P. Now may God, who has loved us with a love beyond all telling, send us forth to care for
the world around us and to share the good news of that love, in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C. Amen.



SENDING HYMN: “Jesus, Still Lead On”

Text: Nicolaus L. von Zinzendorf, 1700-1760; tr. Jane L. Borthwick, 1813-1897, alt.

Music: Adam Drese, 1620-1701

DISMISSAL:

P. Go in peace! Serve the Lord!
C. Thanks be to God.
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1 Je - sus,still lead on, till our rest be won; and, al-though the
2 If the way be  drear, if the foe be near, let no faith - less
3 When we seek re - lief from a long-felt grief,  when temp-ta - tions
4 Je - sus, still lead on, till our rest be won; heav’'n-ly lead - er,
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way be cheer - less, we will fol - low, calm and fear - less;
fears o’er - take us, let not faith and hope for - sake us;
come al - lur - ing make us pa - tient and en - dur - ing;
still ~ di - rect us, still sup - port, con - sole, pro - tect us,
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guide us by  your hand to the prom - ised land.
safe - ly past the foe to our home we go.
show us that bright shore where we weep no more.
till  we safe - ly stand in  the prom - ised land.
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POSTLUDE: “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word” — G. Bohm

Today’s altar flowers are given by Bob & Lucie Stricker in honor of their
daughter Kristel’s birthday and in thanksgiving to God!




