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8:45 A.M. ORDER OF WORSHIP 
March 26, 2023 

FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE:  “Glory Be to Jesus” – M. Archer 

BRIEF ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS: 
During the Confession you may either stand or kneel as you are able. 
 

P. Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who journeys with us these forty days, and sustains 

us with the gift of grace. 

C. Amen. 

P. Let us acknowledge before God and one another our need for repentance and God’s mercy. 

Silence for reflection 

P. Holy God, 

C. we confess to you our faults and failings. 

Too often we neglect and do not trust your holy word; 

we take for ourselves instead of giving to others; 

we spoil rather than steward your creation; 

we cause hurt though you call us to heal; 

we choose fear over compassion. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 

as we seek to follow in your way of life. 

Amen. 

P. Hear the good news; God so loved the world that God gave the only Son, so that all may 

receive life.  This promise is for you! God embraces you with divine mercy, forgives you 

in Christ’s name, and revives you in the Spirit’s power. 
C. Amen. 

 

 

Rev. Paul Swartz is a Lutheran Pastor in “Re-Firement.” He has served churches in Ohio, Illinois and Indiana; 
developed a new congregation; served as an Assistant to the Bishop of the Ohio Synod, LCA; is an Emeriti 
Board member of his alma mater, Wittenberg University, and is the author of several journal articles. 

The Lily Endowment awarded him a Clergy Renewal grant that enabled him to study and trace Luther’s steps 
in Germany.  He is enjoying combining his vocation with his avocation stamp collecting and is anxious to 
complete a book on Martin Luther, “A Life Stamped, Cancelled and Delivered” which will be “illustrated 
philatelically” from his vast world-wide Luther/Reformation Collection.   That project was sidelined when its 
research began to reveal striking similarities between the reformer and The President which led to this 
publication.  Having a son, now deceased and a daughter, Paul and his wife, Betty of 57 years, reside in 
Carmel, Indiana. 
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GATHERING HYMN: “Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APOSTOLIC GREETING: 

P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 

 C. And also with you. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE: 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY: 

P. The Lord be with you 

C. And also with you. 

P. Let us pray 

 

 

 
 

 

Please be seated 

READINGS FOR TODAY 

FIRST LESSON:  Ezekiel 37:1-14 See below 
1
The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the LORD and set 

me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 
2
He led me all around them; there 

were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. 
3
He said to me, “Mortal, can these 

bones live?” I answered, “O Lord GOD, you know.” 
4
Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these 

bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. 
5
Thus says the Lord GOD to 

these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 
6
I will lay sinews on you, and 

will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you 

shall live; and you shall know that I am the LORD.” 

 
7
So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a 

noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 
8
I looked, and there were 

sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no 

breath in them. 
9
Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the 

breath: Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these 

slain, that they may live.” 
10

I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, 

and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 

 
11

Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our 

bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ 
12

Therefore prophesy, and 

say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from 

your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 
13

And you shall 

know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my 

people. 
14

I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own 

soil; then you shall know that I, the LORD, have spoken and will act, says the LORD.” 

 

 

 

 

Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death. 

Breathe upon us the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in 

Christ and serve you in righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever.  Amen. 
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PSALM 130 - Spoken responsively, the Pastor speaks the verses in regular print and 

congregation speaks the verses in bold print. 

 
1
Out of the depths 

  I cry to you, O LORD; 

 
2
O LORD, hear my voice! 

  Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplication. 

 
3
If you were to keep watch over sins, 

  O LORD, who could stand? 

 
4
Yet with you is forgiveness, 

  in order that you may be feared. 

 
5
I wait for you, O LORD; my soul waits; 

  in your word is my hope. 

 
6
My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch for the morning, 

  more than those who keep watch for the morning. 

 
7
O Israel, wait for the LORD, for with the LORD there is steadfast love; 

  with the LORD there is plenteous redemption. 

 
8
For the LORD shall redeem Israel 

  from all their sins. 

SECOND READING: Romans 8:6-11 see below 
6
To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 

7
For 

this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s 

law—indeed it cannot, 
8
and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

 
9
But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. 

Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 
10

But if Christ is in 

you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 
11

If the 

Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the 

dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 

Please stand as you are able 

GOSPEL:  The Holy Gospel according to St. John 11:1-45 see back of bulletin 

C. Glory to you, O Lord. 

After the reading of the Gospel: 

P. The Gospel of the Lord” 

C. Praise to you O Christ. 

Sit 

SERMON:   Pastor Paul Swartz 
 

 

 

 

 



6 

Please stand as you are able. 

HYMN OF THE DAY: “What Wondrous Love Is This” 
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APOSTLES’ CREED: 

C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

      creator of heaven and earth. 

      I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

     and born of the virgin Mary. 

       He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

            was crucified, died, and was buried. 

       He descended into hell. 

       On the third day he rose again. 

       He ascended into heaven, 

            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

       He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

       I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

       the holy catholic Church, 

       the communion of saints, 

       the forgiveness of sins, 

       the resurrection of the body,     

       and the life everlasting.  Amen 

Sit 

CHOIR ANTHEM: “Drop, drop, slow tears” – Kerry Andrew 

Drop, drop, slow tears and bathe those beauteous feet, 
which brought from heaven the news and Prince of Peace. 
Cease not, wet eyes, his mercies to entreat;  
to cry for vengeance sin doth never cease. 
In your deep floods drown all my faults and fears; 
no let his eye see sin, but through my tears. 

Please stand as you are able 

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH: 

P. Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to 
their needs. 

After each prayer: 

P: Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



8 

PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING: 
(The offering is presented as the Offertory is sung by the congregation.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER: 

P.  Merciful Father, 

C. we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us – our selves, our time, 
and our possessions, signs of your gracious love.  Receive them for the sake of him 
who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 

COMMUNION LITURGY 

P. In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body given for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink saying: This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.  

THE LORD’S PRAYER: 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be thy name, 
     thy kingdom come,  
     thy will be done,  
         on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
     as we forgive those  
         who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation,  
     but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
     and the power, and the glory, 

              forever and ever. Amen. 
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Sit 

HOLY COMMUNION: 
All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. We trust and teach the “real presence” of 
Jesus, in, with, and under the elements of bread and wine. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please stand as you are able 
    P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace. 
    C: Amen. 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER:   

P.  Let us pray. We give you thanks almighty God that you have refreshed us through the 
healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift – in faith 
toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

C: Amen 

BENEDICTION: 

P. Now may God, who has loved us with a love beyond all telling, send us forth to care for 
the world around us and to share the good news of that love, in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 C. Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN:  “You Are the Way” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
DISMISSAL: 

P. Go in peace! Serve the Lord! 
C. Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE:  Fugue in G – N. Bruhns 

 

Today’s altar flowers are given by Bob & Lucie Stricker with honor and glory to God. 


