FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH

L(&tw 3600 25™ St, Columbus, IN 47203
Phone: (812) 372-1256 Web site: www.flccolumbus.org
bf@bU’ Office Hours: 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m., Tuesday-Thursday
Jlearbs Facebook: First Lutheran Church (Columbus, IN)

CASUAL WORSHIP

W
Tl)fml MAY 7, 2023 - 11:15 a.m.
‘ FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

We are so glad to have you with us this morning! There is an extended time of praise and worship at the beginning
of the service, and we want you to worship your Lord as you feel comfortable. All forms of worship are acceptable,
such as singing, clapping, standing, sitting, kneeling, and dancing. Please worship your God in a way that draws
you closer to Him!

WELCOME TO THE LORD'S HOUSE!

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

BRIEF ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
You may either stand or kneel.

P:
C:
P:

C:

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

: Amen

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our
sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Most merciful God,

: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart: we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen

: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all our

sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the +
Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

AMEN.

OPENING PRAYER:
Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us grace to love one
another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life with all the world,
for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

FIRST READING: Acts 7:55-60
>>Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus
standing at the right hand of God. *°*Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of
Man standing at the right hand of God!” °’But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all
rushed together against him. **Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; and
the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. **While they were stoning
Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” ®°“Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud
voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died.

WORSHIP & PRAISE
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SECOND READING: 1 Peter 2:2-10
’Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into salvation—’if
indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.

“Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight,
and °like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. °For it stands in scripture:

“See, I am laying in Zion a stone,

a cornerstone chosen and precious;

and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”

‘To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe,

“The stone that the builders rejected

has become the very head of the corner,”
fand
“A stone that makes them stumble,
and a rock that makes them fall.”
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.

°But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you
may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.

“Once you were not a people,

but now you are God’s people;
once you had not received mercy,
but now you have received mercy.

WORSHIP & PRAISE
TIME OF OPEN PRAYER

SHARING OF THE PEACE: \!’,
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always -
C: And also with you %ﬁ'&a
Please share the PEACE of the Lord with one another. @S
/N

OFFERING
BLESSING OF THE OFFERING

GOSPEL READING: PSALM 31:1-5, 15-16

'In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame;
deliver me in your righteousness.

“Incline your ear to me;
make haste to deliver me.

°Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my stronghold;
for the sake of your name, lead me and guide me.

“Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me,
for you are my tower of strength.

°Into your hands I commend my spirit,
for you have redeemed me, O LORD, God of truth.

'>My times are in your hand;
rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who persecute me.
°Let your face shine upon your servant;

save me in your steadfast love.”

After the reading of the Gospel:

P. The Gospel of the Lord”
C. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Marjorie McDaniel



WORSHIP & PRAISE

APOSTLES’ CREED:

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

COMMUNION LITURGY:

P. In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink saying: This cup is
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION:

All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. We trust and teach the “real presence” of Jesus, in,
with, and under the elements of bread and wine.

As you approach the altar rail, please keep a good space between yourself and others. The floor is
marked where you may stand or kneel.




BENEDICTION:

P: Now may God, who has loved us with a love beyond all telling, send us forth to care for the
world around us and to share the good news of that love, in the name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

SENDING WORSHIP & PRAISE

SERVING FIRST TODAY
Pastor: Pastor Marjorie McDaniel
Greeters/Usher: John & Mary Ellen Wyman, & Dave Stocks

WOUNDED HEALER PRAISE BAND
Erika East, Annette Hull, Jennifer & Mike Langevin, Matt Pillar

Today’s altar flowers are given by Kelly Shelton in honor of
her husband Rick’s birthday.



