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8:45 A.M. ORDER OF WORSHIP 

September 17
th

, 2023 

16
TH

 SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

 

 

PRELUDE:  “Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven” (Pastorale) – R. Hobby 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

LOVE CHAPEL TESTIMONY:  Christi Tam 

BRIEF ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS: 

During the Confession you may either stand or kneel as you are able. 

P:   In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen 

P:  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets 

are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 

may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

C:  Amen 

P:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we 

confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 

P:  Most merciful God, 

C:  we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 

left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart: we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 

your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen 

P:  Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us 

all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his 

authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of 

the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  AMEN. 

 

 

 



2 

GATHERING HYMN: “Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APOSTOLIC GREETING: 

P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 

 C. And also with you. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY:  

P. The Lord be with you 

C. And also with you.  

P. Let us pray 
 
 
 

 

O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. 

Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight 

in doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
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Please be seated 
READINGS FOR TODAY 

FIRST LESSON:  Genesis 50:15-21 see below 
15

Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears a 
grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” 

16
So they 

approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before he died, 
17

‘Say to Joseph: 
I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.’ Now 
therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept 
when they spoke to him. 

18
Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We 

are here as your slaves.” 
19

But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of 
God? 

20
Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to 

preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. 
21

So have no fear; I myself will provide for 
you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them. 

 

PSALM 103:[1-7] 8-13-  Spoken responsively, the Lector speaks the verses in regular print  
   and congregation speaks the verses in bold print. 

[ 
1
Bless the LORD, O my soul, 

  and all that is within me, bless God’s holy name. 

 
2
Bless the LORD, O my soul, 

  and forget not all God’s benefits— 

 
3
who forgives all your sins 

  and heals all your diseases; 

 
4
who redeems your life from the grave 

  and crowns you with steadfast love and mercy; 

 
5
who satisfies your desires with good things 

  so that your youth is renewed like an eagle’s. 

 
6
O LORD, you provide vindication 

  and justice for all who are oppressed. 

 
7
You made known your ways to Moses 

  and your works to the children of Israel.] 

  
8
LORD, you are full of compassion and mercy, 

  slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love; 

 
9
you will not always accuse us, 

  nor will you keep your anger forever. 

 
10

You have not dealt with us according to our sins, 

  nor repaid us according to our iniquities. 

 
11

For as the heavens are high above the earth, 

  so great is your steadfast love for those who fear you. 

 
12

As far as the east is from the west, 

  so far have you removed our transgressions from us. 

 
13

As a father has compassion for his children, 

  so you have compassion for those who fear you, O LORD. 
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SECOND READING: Romans 14:1-12 see back of bulletin 

Please stand as you are able 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
SCRIPTURE:  The Scripture according to 2 Kings 4:8-18 

 
  
8 
And it fell on a day, that Elisha passed to Shunem, where was a great woman; and she 

constrained him to eat bread. And so it was, that as oft as he passed by, he turned in thither to 

eat bread.  
9 
And she said unto her husband, Behold now, I perceive that this is an holy man of 

God, which passeth by us continually.  
10 

Let us make a little chamber, I pray thee, on the wall; 

and let us set for him there a bed, and a table, and a stool, and a candlestick: and it shall be, 

when he cometh to us, that he shall turn in thither. 
11 

And it fell on a day, that he came thither, and he turned into the chamber, and lay there.  
12 

And he said to Gehazi his servant, Call this Shunammite. And when he had called her, she 

stood before him.  
13 

And he said unto him, Say now unto her, Behold, thou hast been careful 

for us with all this care; what is to be done for thee? wouldest thou be spoken for to the king, or 

to the captain of the host? And she answered, I dwell among mine own people. 
14 

And he said, What then is to be done for her? And Gehazi answered, Verily she hath no child, 

and her husband is old. 
15 

And he said, Call her. And when he had called her, she stood in the door.  
16 

And he said, 

About this season, according to the time of life, thou shalt embrace a son. And she said, Nay, 

my lord, thou man of God, do not lie unto thine handmaid. 
17 

And the woman conceived, and bare a son at that season that Elisha had said unto her, 

according to the time of life. 
18 

And when the child was grown, it fell on a day, that he went out to his father to the reapers. 

After the reading the minister says: “The Gospel of the Lord” 

 
Please be seated 
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SERMON Pastor Marjorie McDaniel 

Please stand as you are able. 

HYMN OF THE DAY: “Where Charity and Love Prevail” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Used by permission. OneLicense #A-735664 
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APOSTLES’ CREED: 

C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

      creator of heaven and earth. 

      I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

     and born of the virgin Mary. 

       He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

            was crucified, died, and was buried. 

       He descended into hell. 

       On the third day he rose again. 

       He ascended into heaven, 

            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

       He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

       I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

       the holy catholic Church, 

       the communion of saints, 

       the forgiveness of sins, 

       the resurrection of the body,     

       and the life everlasting.  Amen 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION: 

A. Remembering the caring and generous works of God, we pray for the church, creation, 

and the needs of our neighbors. 

A brief silence. 

A:  Merciful God, 

C:  receive our prayer. 

P: Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these and the prayers of our 

heart, trusting in your compassion made known through Jesus Christ. 

C: Amen. 

SHARING OF THE PEACE: 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

Please share the PEACE of the Lord with one another 
 
Please be seated 
CHOIR ANTHEM:  “Lead me, Lord” – S. S. Wesley 

Lead me, Lord, lead me in thy righteousness, make thy way plain before my face. 
Lead me, Lord, lead me in thy righteousness, make thy way plain before my face 
For it is thou, Lord, thou, Lord, only, that makest me dwell in safety. 
For it is thou, Lord, thou, Lord, only, that makest me dwell in safety. 
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PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING: 
(The offering is presented as the Offertory is sung by the congregation.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER: 

A.  Merciful Father, 

C. we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us – our selves, our time, 
and our possessions, signs of your gracious love.  Receive them for the sake of him 
who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

COMMUNION LITURGY 

P. You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. 
You are most holy, and great is the majesty of your glory. 

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, 
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish 
but have eternal life. 

We give you thanks for his coming into the world 
to fulfill for us your holy will 
and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.  
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THE LORD’S PRAYER: 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be thy name, 
     thy kingdom come,  
     thy will be done,  
         on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
     as we forgive those  
         who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation,  
     but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
     and the power, and the glory, 

              forever and ever. Amen. 

Sit 

HOLY COMMUNION: 
All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. We trust and teach the “real presence” of 
Jesus, in, with, and under the elements of bread and wine. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Please stand as you are able 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace. 
C: Amen. 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER:  

P.  Let us pray. We give you thanks almighty God that you have refreshed us through the 
healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift – in faith 
toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

C: Amen 

BENEDICTION: 

P. Now may God, who has loved us with a love beyond all telling, send us forth to care for 
the world around us and to share the good news of that love, in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 C. Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN: “Praise the Lord, Rise Up Rejoicing” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DISMISSAL: 

A. Go in peace! Serve the Lord! 
C. Thanks be to God! 

POSTLUDE:  “Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven” (Finale) – R. Hobby 

Today’s altar flowers are given by Karla Fuhs in honor of Josh’s birthday 
and their wedding anniversary. 

Used by permission. OneLicense #A-735664 


