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8:45 A.M. ORDER OF WORSHIP 

September 24
th

, 2023 

17
TH

 SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

 

 

PRELUDE:  Voluntary in D (Larghetto) – W. Boyce 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

LOVE CHAPEL TESTIMONY:  Sue McKinley 

BRIEF ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS: 

During the Confession you may either stand or kneel as you are able. 

P:   In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen 

P:  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets 

are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 

may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

C:  Amen 

P:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we 

confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 

P:  Most merciful God, 

C:  we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 

left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart: we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 

your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen 

P:  Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us 

all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his 

authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of 

the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  AMEN. 
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GATHERING HYMN: “Lord of Light” 
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APOSTOLIC GREETING: 

P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 

 C. And also with you. 

HYMN OF PRAISE: 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY:  

P. The Lord be with you 
C. And also with you.  

P. Let us pray 
 
 
 
 

 
Please be seated 

READINGS FOR TODAY 

FIRST LESSON:  Jonah 3:10—4:11 see back of bulletin 
 

PSALM 145:1-8 Spoken responsively, the Lector speaks the verses in regular print  
 and congregation speaks the verses in bold print. 
 

1
I will exalt you, my God and king, 

  and bless your name forever and ever. 

 
2
Every day will I bless you 

  and praise your name forever and ever. 

 
3
Great is the LORD and greatly to be praised! 

  There is no end to your greatness. 

 
4
One generation shall praise your works to another 

  and shall declare your power 

 
5
I will speak of the glorious splendor of your majesty 

  and all your marvelous works. 

 
6
They shall tell of the might of your wondrous acts, 

  and I will recount your greatness. 

 
7
They shall publish the remembrance of your great goodness; 

  they shall sing joyfully of your righteousness. 

 
8
The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, 

  slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

SECOND READING: Philippians 1:21-30 see below 
21

For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. 
22

If I am to live in the flesh, that means 
fruitful labor for me; and I do not know which I prefer. 

23
I am hard pressed between the two: 

my desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better; 
24

but to remain in the flesh is 
more necessary for you. 

25
Since I am convinced of this, I know that I will remain and 

continue with all of you for your progress and joy in faith, 
26

so that I may share abundantly 
in your boasting in Christ Jesus when I come to you again. 
 

27
Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I come 

and see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm in one 
spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel, 

28
and are in no way 

intimidated by your opponents. For them this is evidence of their destruction, but of your 
salvation. And this is God’s doing. 

29
For he has graciously granted you the privilege not 

only of believing in Christ, but of suffering for him as well—
30

since you are having the 
same struggle that you saw I had and now hear that I still have. 

Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your servants. 

Because we cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your merciful judgment, and 

train us to embody the generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 



5 

Please stand as you are able 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
SCRIPTURE:  The Scripture according to Acts 6:1-15 see below 

  
1
 And in those days, when the number of the disciples was multiplied, there arose a murmuring 

of the Grecians against the Hebrews, because their widows were neglected in the daily 
ministration.  

2 
Then the twelve called the multitude of the disciples unto them, and said, It is 

not reason that we should leave the word of God, and serve tables.  
3 
Wherefore, brethren, look 

ye out among you seven men of honest report, full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom, whom we 
may appoint over this business.  

4 
But we will give ourselves continually to prayer, and to the 

ministry of the word. 
5 
And the saying pleased the whole multitude: and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of 

the Holy Ghost, and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolas 
a proselyte of Antioch:  

6 
Whom they set before the apostles: and when they had prayed, they 

laid their hands on them. 
7 
And the word of God increased; and the number of the disciples multiplied in Jerusalem 

greatly; and a great company of the priests were obedient to the faith.  
8 
And Stephen, full of 

faith and power, did great wonders and miracles among the people.  
9 
Then there arose certain 

of the synagogue, which is called the synagogue of the Libertines, and Cyrenians, and 
Alexandrians, and of them of Cilicia and of Asia, disputing with Stephen.  

10 
And they were not 

able to resist the wisdom and the spirit by which he spake. 
11 

Then they suborned men, which said, We have heard him speak blasphemous words against 
Moses, and against God.  

12 
And they stirred up the people, and the elders, and the scribes, and 

came upon him, and caught him, and brought him to the council, 
13 

And set up false witnesses, 
which said, This man ceaseth not to speak blasphemous words against this holy place, and the 
law: 

14 
For we have heard him say, that this Jesus of Nazareth shall destroy this place, and shall 

change the customs which Moses delivered us.  
15 

And all that sat in the council, looking 
stedfastly on him, saw his face as it had been the face of an angel. 

After the reading the minister says: “The Word of the Lord” 

 
Please be seated 
 
SERMON Pastor Marjorie McDaniel 
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Please stand as you are able. 

HYMN OF THE DAY: “Great God, Your Love Has Called Us” 
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APOSTLES’ CREED: 

C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

      creator of heaven and earth. 

      I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

     and born of the virgin Mary. 

       He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

            was crucified, died, and was buried. 

       He descended into hell. 

       On the third day he rose again. 

       He ascended into heaven, 

            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

       He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

       I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

       the holy catholic Church, 

       the communion of saints, 

       the forgiveness of sins, 

       the resurrection of the body,     

       and the life everlasting.  Amen 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION: 

A. Remembering the caring and generous works of God, we pray for the church, creation, 

and the needs of our neighbors. 

A brief silence. 

A:  Merciful God, 

C:  receive our prayer. 

P: Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these and the prayers of our 

heart, trusting in your compassion made known through Jesus Christ. 

C: Amen. 

SHARING OF THE PEACE: 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

Please share the PEACE of the Lord with one another 
 
Please be seated 
CHOIR ANTHEM: “Day By Day” – Martin How 

Day by day, dear Lord, of thee three things I pray:  

to see thee more clearly,  

love thee more dearly, 

follow thee more nearly,  

day by day. 
  -- Prayer of St. Richard of Chichester 
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PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING: 
(The offering is presented as the Offertory is sung by the congregation.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER: 

A.  Merciful Father, 

C. we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us – our selves, our time, 
and our possessions, signs of your gracious love.  Receive them for the sake of him 
who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

COMMUNION LITURGY 

P. You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. 
You are most holy, and great is the majesty of your glory. 

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, 
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish 
but have eternal life. 

We give you thanks for his coming into the world 
to fulfill for us your holy will 
and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.  
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THE LORD’S PRAYER: 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be thy name, 
     thy kingdom come,  
     thy will be done,  
         on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
     as we forgive those  
         who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation,  
     but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
     and the power, and the glory, 

              forever and ever. Amen. 

Sit 

HOLY COMMUNION: 
All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. We trust and teach the “real presence” of 
Jesus, in, with, and under the elements of bread and wine. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Please stand as you are able 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace. 
C: Amen. 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER:  

P.  Let us pray. We give you thanks almighty God that you have refreshed us through the 
healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift – in faith 
toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

C: Amen 

BENEDICTION: 

P. Now may God, who has loved us with a love beyond all telling, send us forth to care for 
the world around us and to share the good news of that love, in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 C. Amen. 



10 

SENDING HYMN: “O Zion, Haste” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DISMISSAL: 

A. Go in peace! Serve the Lord! 
C. Thanks be to God! 

POSTLUDE:  Voluntary in D (Vivace) – W. Boyce 

Today’s altar flowers are given by Bill & Ann Haas in thanks to Jenny Boggs for beautifying 
FLC with flowers and landscaping. 


