8:45 A.M. ORDER OF WORSHIP
November 12", 2023
24™ SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

PRELUDE: “Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying” — J. Bender

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BRIEF ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS:
During the Confession you may either stand or kneel as you are able.

P:

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen

P:

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we

may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our
Lord.

: Amen

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we

confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

Most merciful God,

. we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart: we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us
all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his
authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of
the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C: AMEN.



GATHERING HYMN: “Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying”
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1 Wake, a - wake, for night is fly - ing, the watch-men
2 Zi - on hears the watch-men sing - ing, and all  her
3 Glo - - al Let heav’n a - dore you! Let saints and
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on the heights are cry - ing; a-wake, Je -ru - sa-lem, at last
heart with joy is spring-ing. She wakes, she ris - es from her gloom.
an - gels sing be-fore you, with harp and cym-bal’s clear-est tone.
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Mid - night hears the wel - come voic - es, and at the
Her dear friend comes down, all glo - rious, the strong in
Gates of  pearl, twelve por - tals gleam -  ing, lead us to
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thrill-ing cry re - joic - es: “Come forth, you maid-ens! Night is past.
grace, in truth vic - to - rious: her star is ris’n; her light is come.
bliss be-yond all dream - ing, with an - gel choirs a - round your throne.
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The bride - groom comes! A - wake; your lamps with glad - ness take!”
Now come, O Bless - ed One, Lord Je - sus, God’s own Son.
No eye has caught the light, no ear the thun-d’ring might
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Al - 1le - n - ia! Rise and pre - pare the feast to share;
Sing ho - san - nal Oh, hear the call! Come one, come all,
of such glo - 1y There we will go: what joy we’ll know!
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g0, meet the bride - groom, who draws near.
and fol - low to the ban - quet hall.
There sweet de - light will ev - er flow.

Text: Philipp Nicolai, 1556-1608; tr. composite
Music: WACHET AUF, Philipp Nicolai
Text ©® 1999 Augsburg Fortress

Used by permission. OneLicense #A-735664



APOSTOLIC GREETING:

P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy

Spirit be with you all.
C. And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE:
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Al Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his peo-ple on earth.-
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Lord God, heav-en-ly king, al-might-y God and Fa - ther:
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We wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your
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glo - ry. Lord Je - sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther,
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Lord God, Lamb of God: You take a-way the sin of the world;
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have mer-cy on us. You areseat-ed at therighthand of the
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lone arethe Ho-ly One, - you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a-lone are the Most High, Je - sus Christ, withtheHo -ly Spir - it,
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inthe glo- ry of God the Fa-ther. A - men




PRAYER OF THE DAY:

P. The Lord be with you
C. And also with you.

P. Let us pray

O God of justice and love, you illumine our way through life with the words of your

Son. Give us the light we need, and awaken us to the needs of others, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Please be seated
READINGS FOR TODAY

FIRST LESSON: Amos 5:18-24 see back of bulletin

PSALM 70 Spoken responsively, the Lector speaks the verses in regular print
and congregation speaks the verses in bold print.
'Be pleased, O God, to deliver me;
O LoRrD, make haste to help me.

’Let those who seek my life be put to shame and confounded;

let those who take pleasure in my misfortune draw back and be disgraced.
“Let those who say to me “Aha!” and gloat over me

turn back because of their shame.
“Let all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you:

let those who love your salvation say forever, “Great is the LORD!”

°But as for me, | am poor and needy; come to me quickly, O God.
You are my helper and my deliverer; O LORD, do not tarry.

SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 see back of bulletin
Please stand as you are able
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SCRIPTURE: The Gospel according to Matthew 25:1-13 see back of bulletin
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Glo - ry to \you, O Lord.



After the reading the minister says: “The Gospel of the Lord”
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Praise to  you, O Christ.
Please be seated
SERMON Rev. Paul Swartz
Please stand as you are able.
HYMN OF THE DAY:: “Let Justice Flow like Streams”
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I Let jus - tice flow like streams of spar-kling wa - ter, pure,
2 Let righ-teous-ness roll  on as oth - ers’ cares we heed,
3 So may God’s plumb line, straight, de - fine our mea - sure true,
I . . e o
bl l:l q 5 F '_ﬁ
P ” | ' ! |
I I
e ——— — . —
I ] ] ]
\ e r— =5 = .
e e ¢ & s . * s |

en - a-bling growth, re - fresh -ing life, a - bun - dant, cleans-ing, sure.
an ev-er - flow - ing stream of faith trans-lat - ed in - to deed.
and jus-tice, right, and peace per-vade this world our whole life through.
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Text: Jane Parker Huber, b. 1926
Music: ST. THOMAS, Aaron Williams, 1731-1776
Text © 1984 Jane Parker Huber, admin. Westminster John Knox Press.

Used by permission. OneLicense #A-735664
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APOSTLES’ CREED:
C: | believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION:

A. Let us turn our hearts to God, our breath and life, as we pray for the church, the world,
and all who are in need.
A brief silence.

A: Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

P: We offer our spoken prayers and those held in our hearts trusting in your mercy; through
Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE: \\ J //
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you. z:sz.\ Z

Please share the PEACE of the Lord with one another / | NS

Please be seated

CHOIR ANTHEM: “Keep Your Lamps!” — Andre Thomas
Keep your lamps trimmed and burning, keep your lamps trimmed and burning,
keep your lamps trimmed and burning, the time is drawing nigh. (repeat)

Children, don’t get weary. Children, don’t get weary.

Children, don’t get weary till your work is done. (repeat)
Christian, journey soon be over. Christian, journey soon be over.
Christian, journey soon be over, the time is drawing night. (repeat)

Keep your lamps trimmed and burning, keep your lamps trimmed and burning,
keep your lamps trimmed and burning, the time is drawing nigh. (repeat)



PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING:
(The offering is presented as the Offertory is sung by the congregation.)
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cup of bless - ing. Gath - er a har-vest from the seeds that were

sown, that we may be fed with the bread of life. Gath - er the
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hopes and the dreams of all; u - nite them with the prayers we

of - fer now. Grace ta - ble with your pres - ence, and
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give a fore-taste of the feast to come.
OFFERTORY PRAYER:
A. Merciful Father,

C. we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us — our selves, our time,
and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him
who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

COMMUNION LITURGY

P. You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God.
You are most holy, and great is the majesty of your glory.

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish
but have eternal life.

We give you thanks for his coming into the world
to fulfill for us your holy will
and to accomplish all things for our salvation.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.



THE LORD’S PRAYER:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
Sit
HOLY COMMUNION:
All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. We trust and teach the “real presence” of
Jesus, in, with, and under the elements of bread and wine.
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sin of the world; grant us peace.

Please stand as you are able

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace.
C: Amen.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER:

P. Let us pray. We give you thanks almighty God that you have refreshed us through the
healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift — in faith
toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C: Amen

BENEDICTION:

P. Now may God, who has loved us with a love beyond all telling, send us forth to care for
the world around us and to share the good news of that love, in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C. Amen.



SENDING HYMN: “Blessed Assurance”
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I Bless-ed as-sur-ance,Je-sus is mine! Oh,what a fore-taste of glo-ry di- vine!
2 Per-fect sub-mis-sion, per-fect de-light, vi-sions of rap-ture now burst on my sight;
3 Per-fect sub-mis-sion, all is at rest; I in my Sav-ior am hap-py and blest,
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Heir of sal-va - tion, pur-chase of God, born of his Spir-it,washed in his blood.
an - gels de-scend-ing bring from a-bove ech - oes of mer-cy, whis-pers of love.
watch-ing and wait-ing, look - ing a-bove, filled with his good-ness,lost in his love.
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Thisis my sto - ry, this is my song, prais-ing my Sav - ior all the day long:
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this is my sto - ry, this is my song, prais-ing my Sav-ior all the day long.
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Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915 ASSURANCE
Music: Phoebe P.Knapp, 1830-1908 91099 and refrain



DISMISSAL:
A. Go in peace! Serve the Lord!
C. Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE: “Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying” — M. Burkhardt

Today’s altar flowers are given by Mark & Linda Pillar in honor
of Matt Gobert’s birthday, and by Jenny Boggs in honor of Daniel’s birthday.
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