8:45 A.M. ORDER OF WORSHIP
December 31%, 2023
FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS

PRELUDE: Noel for the Flutes — L. Daquin

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BRIEF ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS:
During the Confession you may either stand or kneel as you are able.

P:

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen

P:

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we

may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our
Lord.

: Amen

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we

confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

Most merciful God,

. we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart: we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us
all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his
authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of
the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C: AMEN.



GATHERING HYMN: “Once in Royal David’s City”
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1 Oncein roy-al Da- vids cit-y stood a low-ly cat - tle shed,
2 He came down to earth from heav-en who is God and Lord of all,
3 And our eyes at last shall see him,through his own re-deem-ing love;
4 Not in that poorlow - ly sta-ble, with the ox - en stand-ing by,
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where a  moth-er laid her ba - by in a man-ger for his bed:
and his shel-ter was a sta - ble,and his cra - dle was a stall;

for that child so dear and gen -tle is our Lord in heav’na - bove;
we shall see him; but in heav - en, set at God’sright hand on high;
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Mar-y was that moth-er mild, Je - sus Christ, her lit - tle child.
with the poor and meek and low-ly, lived on earth our Sav-ior ho-ly.
and he leads his chil-dren on to the place wherehe is gone.
there his chil - dren gath-er round, bright like stars, with glo-ry crowned.
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Text: Cecil Frances Alexander, 1818-1895 IRBY
Music: Henry J. Gauntlett, 1805-1876 878777

APOSTOLIC GREETING:

P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

C. And also with you.



HYMN OF PRAISE:
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Al Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his peo-ple on earth."
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Lord God, heav-en-lyking, al-might-y God and Fa - ther:
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We wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your
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glo - ry. Lord Je - sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther,
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Lord God, Lamb of God: You take a-way the sin of the world;
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lone arethe Ho- ly One, " you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a-lone are the Most High, Je - sus Christ, withtheHo-ly Spir - it,
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inthe glo-ry of God the Fa-ther. A - men



PRAYER OF THE DAY:

P. The Lord be with you
C. And also with you.

P. Let us pray.

Almighty God, you wonderfully created the dignity of human nature and yet more
wonderfully restored it. In your mercy, let us share the divine life of the one who

came to share our humanity, Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Please be seated
READINGS FOR TODAY

FIRST LESSON: Isaiah 61:10 — 62:3 see back of bulletin

PSALM 148 Spoken responsively, the Lector speaks the verses in regular print
and congregation speaks the verses in bold print.

"Hallelujah! Praise the LorD from the heavens;
praise God in the heights.
“Praise the LORD, all you angels;
sing praise, all you hosts of heaven.
*Praise the LORD, sun and moon;
sing praise, all you shining stars.
*Praise the LORD, heaven of heavens,
and you waters above the heavens.

°Let them praise the name of the LORD,
who commanded, and they were created,
who made them stand fast forever and ever,
giving them a law that shall not pass away.
'Praise the LoRD from the earth,
you sea monsters and all deeps;
*fire and hail, snow and fog,
tempestuous wind, doing God’s will,;
“mountains and all hills,
fruit trees and all cedars;
"wild beasts and all cattle,
creeping things and ! flying birds;
“sovereigns of the earth and all peoples,
princes and all rulers of the world;
*young men and maidens,
old and young together.
“Let them praise the name of the LORD,
whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over earth and heaven.

“The LoRrD has raised up strength for the people and praise for all faithful servants,
the children of Israel, a people who are near the LorD. Hallelujah!



SECOND READING: Galatians 4:4-7

Please stand as you are able.
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see back of bulletin
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words of e - ter - nal life. Al -le - lu - ia.

SCRIPTURE: The Gospel according to Luke 2:22-40

Al -le - lu - ia.

see back of bulletin
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Glo - ry to you, O Lord.
After the reading the minister says: “The Gospel of the Lord”
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Praise to  you, O Christ.

Please be seated

SERMON

Pastor Marjorie McDaniel



Please stand as you are able.
HYMN OF THE DAY: “What Child Is This”
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1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mar-y’s lap is sleep-ing?
2 Why lies he in such meanes-tate where ox and ass are feed - ing?
3 So  bring him in - cense, gold, and myrrh; come, peas-ant, king, to own him.
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Whom an - gels greet with an-thems sweet while shep-herds watch are keep-ing?.
Good Chris-tian, fear; for sin-ners here the si - lent Word is plead-ing.

The King of kings sal - va-tion brings;let lov - ing hearts en-throne him.
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This, this is Christ the king, whom shep-herds guard and an- gels sing;
Nails, spear shall pierce him through, the cross be borne for me, for you;
Raise, raise the song on high, the vir - gin sings her lul - la - by;
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haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mar - y!
hail, hail the Word made flesh, the babe, the son of Mar -y!
joy, joy, for Christ is born, the babe, the son of Mar - y!
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Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898 GREENSLEEVES

Music: English ballad, 16th cent.
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APOSTLES’ CREED:
C: | believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION:

A. Trusting in God’s good news of great joy for all people, we offer our prayers for
ourselves, our neighbors, and the world God loves.
A brief silence.

A: Hear us, O God,.

C: Your mercy is great.

P: Abide with us, O God of mercy, and receive our prayers according to your abundant grace.

C: Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE: \\ J /,
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you. Ql;‘ 2
Please share the PEACE of the Lord with one another. 7 |\

Please be seated
PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING:
(The offering is presented as the Offertory is sung by the congregation.)

C] Let the vine - yards be fruit-ful, Lord, and fill to the brim our
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cup of bless - ing. Gath - er a har-vest from the seeds that were
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sown, that we may be fed with the bread of lfc Gath - the
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hopes and the dreams of all; u - nite them with the prayers we
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Grace ou ta - ble with your pres - ence, and
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a fore-taste of the feast lo come.




OFFERTORY PRAYER:
A. Merciful Father,

C. we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us — our selves, our time,
and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him
who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

COMMUNION LITURGY

P. You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God.
You are most holy, and great is the majesty of your glory.

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish
but have eternal life.

We give you thanks for his coming into the world
to fulfill for us your holy will
and to accomplish all things for our salvation.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

THE LORD’S PRAYER:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



Sit
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HOLY COMMUNION:
All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. We trust and teach the “real presence” of
Jesus, in, with, and under the elements of bread and wine.
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Lamb of God, you take a - way the sin of the
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sin of the world; grant

us  peace.
Please stand as you are able

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace.
C: Amen.
POST COMMUNION PRAYER:

P. Let us pray. We give you thanks almighty God that you have refreshed us through the
healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift — in faith
toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C: Amen

BENEDICTION:

P. Now may God, who has loved us with a love beyond all telling, send us forth to care for

the world around us and to share the good news of that love, in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C. Amen.



SENDING HYMN: “The First Noel”
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1 The first No - el the an - gel did say was to
2 They look - ed up and  saw a star shin - ing
3 And by the light of that same  star three . .
4 This star drew  near to the north - west, o'er
5 Then en - tered m those wise . . men three, full
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cer-tain poor shep-herds in  fields as they lay; in fields  where
in ... the cast be - yond . . them far: and to the
wise. . men came . . from coun - 1y far fo seek for a
Beth - le -hem .. it 1{ook s rest; and there it
rev. - rent-ly ... up-on ... their knee, and of - fered
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they lay, keep - ing their sheep, on a cold win-ter’s
carth it gave . . . great light, and . . s0 it con -
king was their . . . in - tent, and to fol - lIow the
did both stop and stay right. . o - ver the
there in his . pres - ence their . . gold,. . . . and
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night that  was 50 deep.
tin-ued both day and night.
star wher - ev - er 1t went. No - el No - el No -
place where Je - sus lay
myreh, and  frank - in - cense.
9 ﬁ i . ! i T
e ; oo

] | —f — —

el, No - el! Born is the King of Is -« ra - el

Text: English traditional
Music: THE FIRST NOWELL., English traditionat

DISMISSAL.:
A. Go in peace! Serve the Lord!
C. Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE: The First Noel (Carillon-Sortie) — F. Ashdown
Today’s altar flowers are offered to the glory of God!
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