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10:00 A.M. JOINT WORSHIP SERVICE 

& CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 

December 17
th

, 2023 

4
TH

 SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

PRELUDE:  “Lo, How a Rose E’re Blooming” – J. Woodman 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH: All Sing 

Light three candles to watch for Messiah: let the light banish darkness. 

Lift your heads and lift high the gateway for the King of glory 

WELCOME 

BRIEF ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS: 

During the Confession you may either stand or kneel as you are able. 

P:   In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen 

P:  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets 

are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 

may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

C:  Amen 

P:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we 

confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 

P:  Most merciful God, 

C:  we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 

left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart: we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 

your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen 

P:  Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us 

all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his 

authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of 

the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  AMEN. 

CHILDREN’S PROGRAM: “A Perfect Mess” see insert 

MUSIC BY THE PRAISE TEAM:  “Prepare the Way” – Words and Music by Jared Anderson 

 



2 

APOSTLES’ CREED: 
C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
      creator of heaven and earth. 

      I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
     and born of the virgin Mary. 

       He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
            was crucified, died, and was buried. 
       He descended into hell. 
       On the third day he rose again. 
       He ascended into heaven, 
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
       He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

       I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
       the holy catholic Church, 
       the communion of saints, 
       the forgiveness of sins, 
       the resurrection of the body,     
         and the life everlasting.  Amen 

PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING: 

OFFERTORY PRAYER: 

A.  Merciful Father, 

C. we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us – our selves, our time, 
and our possessions, signs of your gracious love.  Receive them for the sake of him 
who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 

COMMUNION LITURGY 

P. In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body given for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink saying: This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.  

THE LORD’S PRAYER: 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be thy name, 
     thy kingdom come,  
     thy will be done,  
         on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
     as we forgive those  
         who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation,  
     but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
     and the power, and the glory, 

              forever and ever. Amen. 
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HOLY COMMUNION: 

All are welcome to receive Holy Communion.  We trust and teach the “real presence” of 

Jesus, in with, and under the elements of the bread and wine. 

Please allow the Praise Team to commune first. 

 

MUSIC DURING DISTRIBUTION:   Selections by Wounded Healer 

“Come to the River” – Words and Music by Tony Brown, Pat Barrett, Nate Moore, and 

 David Dalton 

“Holy Spirit” –  Words and Music by Bryan Torwalt and Katie Torwalt 

 

Please stand as you are able 

    P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace. 

    C: Amen. 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER:   

P.  Let us pray. We give you thanks almighty God that you have refreshed us through the 

healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift – in faith 

toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

C: Amen 

BENEDICTION: 
P. Now may God, who has loved us with a love beyond all telling, send us forth to care for 

the world around us and to share the good news of that love, in the name of the Father, 

and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 C. Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN:  “Joy to the World” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISMISSAL: 

P. Go in peace! Serve the Lord! 

C. Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE: “Joy to the World” – M. Burkhardt 

Today’s altar flowers are given by Bill & Ann Haas in honor of SonRise Bible Study. 


