8:45 A.M. ORDER OF WORSHIP
December 24" 2023
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

PRELUDE: “Once He Came in Blessing” — M. Burkhardt

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH: All Sing

Light four candles to watch for Messiah: let the light banish darkness.
He is coming, tell the glad tidings. Let your lights be shining.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BRIEF ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS:
During the Confession you may either stand or kneel as you are able.

P:

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen

P:

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we

may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our
Lord.

: Amen

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we

confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

Most merciful God,

: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart: we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us
all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his
authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of
the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C: AMEN.



GATHERING HYMN: “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”
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Text: Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Koln, 1710; tr. composite
Music: VENI, EMMANUEL, French processional, 15th cent.
Textsts. 2, 6,7 © 1997 Augsburg Fortress.

Used by permission. OneLicense #A-735664

APOSTOLIC GREETING:

P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy

Spirit be with you all.
C. And also with you.




HYMN OF PRAISE:
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PRAYER OF THE DAY:
P. The Lord be with you

4
C. And also with you.
P. Let us pray.

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might,
free us from the sin that would obstruct your mercy, that willingly we may bear your

redeeming love to all the world, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Please be seated.

READINGS FOR TODAY
FIRST LESSON: 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16

see back of bulletin
Luke 1:46b-55

Spoken responsively, the Lector speaks the verses in regular print
and congregation speaks the verses in bold print.
“**My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
“"my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,

“*for you, Lord, have looked with favor on your lowly servant.
From this day all generations will call me blessed:

“vou, the Almighty, have done great things for me
and holy is your name.

*%You have mercy on those who fear you,
from generation to generation.

1Y ou have shown strength with your arm
and scattered the proud in their conceit,

*“casting down the mighty from their thrones
and lifting up the lowly.

**You have filled the hungry with good things
and sent the rich away empty.

**You have come to the aid of your servant Israel,
to remember the promise of mercy,
>>the promise made to our forebears,

to Abraham and his children forever.

SECOND READING: Romans 16:25-27
Please stand as you are able.

see back of bulletin
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SCRIPTURE: The Gospel according to Luke 1:26-38
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Please be seated.

SERMON

Please stand as you are able.
HYMN OF THE DAY: “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus”

APOSTLES’ CREED:
C: | believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION:

Pastor Marjorie McDaniel

Wounded Healer

A. With hope and expectation, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all who

await God’s day of restoration.
A brief silence.

A: Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.

P: Listen to these and all our prayers, O God of hosts, and restore us with your great and

everlasting mercy.
C: Amen.



SHARING OF THE PEACE:

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. W\ 1/ /
C: And also with you. _ Jz{é_—j{%
Please share the PEACE of the Lord with one another /?/l&(:@;\\\

|\

Please be seated

CHOIR ANTHEM: “Jesus Christ the Apple Tree” — Elizabeth Poston
The tree of life my soul hath seen, laden with fruit, and always green:
The tree of life my soul hath seen, laden with fruit, and always green:
The trees of nature fruitless be compared with Christ the apple tree.

His beauty doth all things excel: by faith I know, but ne’er can tell,
His beauty does all things excel: by faith | know, but ne’er can tell
The glory which I now can see in Jesus Christ the apple tree.

For happiness | long have sought, and pleasure dearly | have bought:
For happiness I long have sought, and pleasure dearly | have bought:
I missed of all;but now I see ‘tis found in Christ the apple tree.

1I'm weary with my former toil, here I will sit and rest awhile:
1I'm weary with my former toil, here I will sit and rest awhile:
Under the shadow I will be, of Jesus Christ the apple tree.

This fruit doth make my soul to thrive, it keeps my dying faith alive;
This fruit doth make my soul to thrive, it keeps my dying faith alive;
which makes my soul in haste to be with Jesus Christ the apple tree.

PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING:
(The offering is presented as the Offertory IS sung by the congregation.)
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give us a fore-taste of the feast to come.

OFFERTORY PRAYER:
A. Merciful Father,

C. we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us — our selves, our time,
and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him
who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.




COMMUNION LITURGY

P. You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God.
You are most holy, and great is the majesty of your glory.

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish
but have eternal life.

We give you thanks for his coming into the world
to fulfill for us your holy will
and to accomplish all things for our salvation.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

THE LORD’S PRAYER:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



Sit
HOLY COMMUNION:

All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. We trust and teach the “real presence” of
Jesus, in, with, and under the elements of bread and wine.
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sin of the world; grant us  peace.

Please stand as you are able
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace.
C: Amen.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER:

P. Let us pray. We give you thanks almighty God that you have refreshed us through the
healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift — in faith
toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C: Amen

BENEDICTION:

P. Now may God, who has loved us with a love beyond all telling, send us forth to care for
the world around us and to share the good news of that love, in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C. Amen.



SENDING HYMN: “People Look East”

0 _« ; i | N | | | N
A g Te———d—s !
T . = T
[ . P b
1 Peo - ple, look east. The time is near of the crown-ing
2 Fur - rows, be glad. Though earth is bare, one more seed is
3 Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim, one more light the
4 An - gels an - nounce with shouts of mirth him who brings new
ey J J ) o
1 — bﬁ e T .
SGEE == s ——
n “ l/—\ 1 ! — 1 1 [ A I
)7 A . 1M | é l. | qI 4_ dl l\/ Il h i h
i r [~ e s
of the year. Make your house fair as you are a - ble,
plant - ed there. Give up your strength the seed to nour - ish,
bowl shall brim, shin - ing be - yond the frost - y weath - er,
life to earth. Set ev -'’ry peak and val - ley hum-ming
%F:#ﬁi ' E—— o E F % '
7 il | |74 . | i X

CH‘

'Q# | : | i : . 7

trim  the hearth and set the ta - ble. Peo-ple, look
that in course the flowr may flour - ish. Peo - ple, look
bright as sun and moon to - geth - er. Peo-ple, look
with  the word, the Lord is com - ing. Peo - ple, look
—'— -l- vl -3 1
D » ud —®
il IX . ITH I | I
L — ==
! |4
04 | \ .
Hil o N 1N f | [

east, and sing to - day— Love, the Guest, is on the way.
east, and sing to - day— Love, the Rose, is on the way.
east, and sing to - day— Love, the Star, is on the way.
east, and sing to - day— Love, the Lord, is on the way.
N : g
7 4
7 Ll ) |
e =
SN—
Text: Eleanor Farjeon, 1881-1965 BESANGON
Music: French carol; arr. Barry Rose, b. 1934 879887
Used by permission. OneLicense #A-735664
DISMISSAL.:

A. Go in peace! Serve the Lord!
C. Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE: “People Look East!” — K. Langlois

Today’s altar flowers are given by Romel Christopher and Anitha Romel
in honor of Christmas.



