FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH
L(#w 3600 25™ St, Columbus, IN 47203
Phone: (812) 372-1256 Web site: www.flccolumbus.org

bf@bU’ Office Hours: 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m., Tuesday-Thursday
—LLQOJ‘bS Facebook: First Lutheran Church (Columbus, IN)
w CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP
/*IDYO.LSQI September 8, 2024 - 11:15 a.m.
¢ 16™ SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

WELCOME TO THE LORD'S HOUSE!
We are so glad to have you with us this morning! There is an extended time of praise and worship
at the beginning of the service, and we want you to worship your Lord as you feel comfortable. All
forms of worship are acceptable, such as singing, clapping, standing, sitting, kneeling, and
dancing. Please worship your God in a way that draws you closer to Him!

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

BRIEF ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
You may either stand or kneel.

P: In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we
may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our
Lord.

C: Amen

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we
confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

Most merciful God,

C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart: we have
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen

P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us
all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of
the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C: AMEN.
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OPENING PRAYER:
Gracious God, throughout the ages you transform sickness into health and death into life. Open us to
the power of your presence, and make us a people ready to proclaim your promises to the whole world,
through Jesus Christ, our healer and Lord.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 35:4-7a

“Say to those who are of a fearful heart,
“Be strong, do not fear!

Here is your God.
He will come with vengeance,

with terrible recompense.
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He will come and save you.”
*Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
and the ears of the deaf unstopped;
°then the lame shall leap like a deer,
and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy.
For waters shall break forth in the wilderness,
and streams in the desert;
’“the burning sand shall become a pool,
and the thirsty ground springs of water.

WORSHIP & PRAISE
SECOND READING: James 2:1-10 [11-13] 14-17

"My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really believe in our glorious Lord
Jesus Christ? “For if a person with gold rings and in fine clothes comes into your assembly, and
if a poor person in dirty clothes also comes in, “and if you take notice of the one wearing the
fine clothes and say, “"Have a seat here, please,” while to the one who is poor you say, “Stand
there,” or, “Sit at my feet,” “have you not made distinctions among yourselves, and become
judges with evil thoughts? °Listen, my beloved brothers and sisters. Has not God chosen the
poor in the world to be rich in faith and to be heirs of the kingdom that he has promised to
those who love him? °But you have dishonored the poor. Is it not the rich who oppress you? Is
it not they who drag you into court? ’Is it not they who blaspheme the excellent name that was
invoked over you?

®You do well if you really fulfill the royal law according to the scripture, “You shall love your
neighbor as yourself.” °But if you show partiality, you commit sin and are convicted by the law
as transgressors. °For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become
accountable for all of it. [*'For the one who said, “You shall not commit adultery,” also said,
“You shall not murder.” Now if you do not commit adultery but if you murder, you have
become a transgressor of the law. *“So speak and so act as those who are to be judged by the
law of liberty. *For judgment will be without mercy to anyone who has shown no mercy;
mercy triumphs over judgment.]

“What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do not have works?
Can faith save you? ’If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, *®and one of you says
to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill,” and yet you do not supply their bodily
needs, what is the good of that? '’So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead.

WORSHIP & PRAISE
TIME OF OPEN PRAYER

OFFERING
BLESSING OF THE OFFERING A\ ! ’/,
SHARING OF THE PEACE: \Zi‘(‘k
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always s &eE >
C: And also with you /7 1N

Please share the PEACE of the Lord with one another.
GOSPEL READING: Mark 7:24-37

*[Jesus] set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house and did not want
anyone to know he was there. Yet he could not escape notice,”’but a woman whose little
daughter had an unclean spirit immediately heard about him, and she came and bowed down
at his feet. “°Now the woman was a Gentile, of Syrophoenician origin. She begged him to cast
the demon out of her daughter. *’He said to her, “Let the children be fed first, for it is not fair
to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” “*But she answered him, “Sir, even the
dogs under the table eat the children’s crumbs.” *Then he said to her, “For saying that, you
may go—the demon has left your daughter.” *°So she went home, found the child lying on the



bed, and the demon gone.

*'Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon towards the Sea of
Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. **They brought to him a deaf man who had an
impediment in his speech; and they begged him to lay his hand on him. *’He took him aside in
private, away from the crowd, and put his fingers into his ears, and he spat and touched his
tongue. **Then looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be
opened.” **And immediately his ears were opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke
plainly. “*Then Jesus ordered them to tell no one; but the more he ordered them, the more
zealously they proclaimed it. *’They were astounded beyond measure, saying, “He has done
everything well; he even makes the deaf to hear and the mute to speak.”

"After the reading of the Gospel:
P. The Word of the Lord”
C. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Marjorie McDaniel
WORSHIP & PRAISE

APOSTLES’ CREED:

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

COMMUNION LITURGY:

P. You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God.
You are most holy, and great is the majesty of your glory.

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish
but have eternal life.

We give you thanks for his coming into the world
to fulfill for us your holy will
and to accomplish all things for our salvation.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,



shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

THE LORD’S PRAYER:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION:

All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. We trust and teach the “real presence” of
Jesus, in, with, and under the elements of bread and wine.As you approach the altar rail,
please keep a good space between yourself and others. The floor is marked where you may

stand or kneel. C
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Please stand as you are able

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace.
C:Amen.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER:

P. Let us pray. We give you thanks almighty God that you have refreshed us through the
healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift - in faith
toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C: Amen

BENEDICTION:

P: Now may God, who has loved us with a love beyond all telling, send us forth to care
for the world around us and to share the good news of that love, in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.
SENDING WORSHIP & PRAISE

SERVING FIRST TODAY
Pastor: Pastor Marjorie McDaniel
Greeters, Ushers, Communion Assistants, Candle-lighting:
John & Mary Ellen Wyman, Dave Stocks, Magen Pillar, Owen East, Travis East, & Romel
Christopher

WOUNDED HEALER PRAISE BAND
Erika East, Annette Hull, Jennifer & Mike Langevin, Matt Pillar

Today’s altar flowers are given by Mark Pillar in honor of Linda Pillar’s birthday and by
Anitha Romel in celebration of the anniversary of Anitha and Romel Christopher’s marriage.



