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WELCOME TO THE LORD'S HOUSE! 

We are so glad to have you with us this morning!  There is an extended time of praise and worship 
at the beginning of the service, and we want you to worship your Lord as you feel comfortable.  All 

forms of worship are acceptable, such as singing, clapping, standing, sitting, kneeling, and 
dancing.  Please worship your God in a way that draws you closer to Him! 

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 
3600 25th St, Columbus, IN  47203 

Phone:  (812) 372-1256    Web site:  www.flccolumbus.org 
Office Hours:  8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m., Tuesday-Thursday 

Facebook:  First Lutheran Church (Columbus, IN) 

CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP 

December 1, 2024 - 11:15 a.m. 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BRIEF ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

You may either stand or kneel. 

P:   In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen 

P:  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets 
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

C:  Amen 

P:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we 
confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 

P:  Most merciful God, 

C:  we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart: we have 
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen 

P:  Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us 
all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of 
the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  AMEN. 

OPENING PRAYER: 
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection alert us to the 
threatening dangers of our sins, and redeem us for your life of justice, for you live and reign 

with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 33:14-16 
14 The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the 
house of Israel and the house of Judah. 15 In those days and at that time I will cause a 

righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in 
the land. 16 In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is 

the name by which it will be called: “The LORD is our righteousness.” 
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WORSHIP & PRAISE 

SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 
9 How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our God 
because of you? 10 Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to face 

and restore whatever is lacking in your faith. 
  11 Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. 12 And 

may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we 
abound in love for you. 13 And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may 

be blameless before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints. 

TIME OF OPEN PRAYER 

OFFERING 

BLESSING OF THE OFFERING 

SHARING OF THE PEACE: 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always 
C: And also with you 

Please share the PEACE of the Lord with one another. 

GOSPEL READING: Luke 21:25-36 
[Jesus said:] 25 “There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth 
distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. 26 People will faint 

from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will 
be shaken. 27 Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great 

glory. 28 Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because 
your redemption is drawing near.” 

  29 Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; 30 as soon as they 
sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. 31 So also, 

when you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 32 Truly I 

tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things have taken place. 33 Heaven and 
earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 
  34 “Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness 

and the worries of this life, and that day does not catch you unexpectedly, 35 like a trap. For it 

will come upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. 36 Be alert at all times, praying that 
you may have the strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before 

the Son of Man.” 

After the reading of the Gospel:  
P. The Word of the Lord” 

C. Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON Pastor Marjorie McDaniel 

WORSHIP & PRAISE 
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APOSTLES’ CREED: 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
 and born of the virgin Mary. 

 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell. 
 On the third day he rose again. 
 He ascended into heaven, 

 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic Church, 

 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  Amen 

COMMUNION LITURGY: 

P. You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. 
You are most holy, and great is the majesty of your glory. 

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, 
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish 
but have eternal life. 

We give you thanks for his coming into the world 
to fulfill for us your holy will 
and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER: 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be thy name, 
     thy kingdom come,  
     thy will be done, 
         on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
     as we forgive those  
         who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation,  
     but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
     and the power, and the glory, 

              forever and ever.  Amen. 

HOLY COMMUNION: 

All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. We trust and teach the “real presence” of 
Jesus, in, with, and under the elements of bread and wine. As you approach the altar rail, 
please keep a good space between yourself and others. The floor is marked where you may 
stand or kneel. 

 

 

Please stand as you are able 
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace. 
C: Amen. 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER:  
P.  Let us pray. We give you thanks almighty God that you have refreshed us through the 

healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift – in faith 
toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

C: Amen 

BENEDICTION: 

P: Now may God, who has loved us with a love beyond all telling, send us forth to care 
for the world around us and to share the good news of that love, in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

SENDING WORSHIP & PRAISE 

 

SERVING FIRST TODAY 
Pastor:  Pastor Marjorie McDaniel 

Greeters, Ushers, Communion Assistants, Candle-lighting: 
John & Mary Ellen Wyman, Dave Stocks, Magen Pillar, Owen East, Travis East, &  

Romel Christopher 

WOUNDED HEALER PRAISE BAND 
Erika East, Annette Hull, Jennifer & Mike Langevin, Matt Pillar 

 

Today’s altar flowers are given by Mark & Linda Pillar in honor of their 50th wedding 
anniversary and Mark’s birthday. 


