8:45 A.M. ORDER OF WORSHIP
December 29, 2024
FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS

PRELUDE: “In Quiet Joy” — M. Dupre

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BRIEF ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS:
During the Confession you may either stand or kneel as you are able.

P:

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen

P:

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we

may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our
Lord.

: Amen

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we

C:

confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

Most merciful God,

. we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart: we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us
all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his
authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of
the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

AMEN.



GATHERING HYMN: “Once in Royal David’s City”
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1 Oncein roy-al Da- vid’s cit-y stood a low-ly cat - tle  shed,
2 He came down to earth from heav-en who is God and Lord of all,
3 And our eyes at last shall see him,through his own re-deem-ing love;
4 Not in that poor low - ly sta-ble, with the ox - en stand-ing by,
'7ﬂr———‘l 'J | ‘Izﬂi:;l—‘[:J | i &
to ﬂl | ‘F47 ‘i F: ‘F
B R e e e e
9 1 i i | 1 1 i % i\ Fl —
_ékyb } } I. % 1 ] | | . ! | 1‘1
J - .
PP er ppa s rre
where a  moth-er laid her ba - by in a man-ger for his bed:
and his shel-ter was a sta - ble,and his cra - dle was a stall;
for that child so dear and gen - tle is our Lord in heav’na - bove;
we shall see him; but in heav - en, set at God’sright hand on high;
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Mar-y was that moth-er mild, Je - sus Christ, her lit - tle child.
with the poor and meek and low-ly, lived on earth our Sav-ior ho-ly.
and he leads his chil-dren on to the place wherehe is gone.
there his chil - dren gath-er round, bright like stars, with glo-ry crowned.
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Text: Cecil Frances Alexander, 1818-1895
Music: Henry J. Gauntlett, 1805-1876
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APOSTOLIC GREETING:

P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

C. And also with you.
HYMN %F PRAISE:
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A Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his peo-ple on earth.-
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Lord God, heav-en-ly king, al-might-y God and Fa - ther:
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We wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your
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Lord God, Lamb of God: You take a-way the sin of the world;
) —
\” A N 1 I pum— |
. b % N 1 N | ]
(N2 —~7 N ? N—o 7 i—
Hﬁﬁ r ¥F—
have mer-cy on us. You areseat-ed at therighthand of the
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PRAYER OF THE DAY:
P. The Lord be with you.
C. And also with you.

P. Let us pray.

Shine into our hearts the light of your wisdom, O God, and open our minds to the
knowledge of your word, that in all things we may think and act according to your

good will and may live continually in the light of your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Please be seated
READINGS FOR TODAY

FIRST READING: 1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26 see back of bulletin

PSALM: 148 Spoken responsively, the Lector speaks the verses in regular print and
congregation speaks the verses in bold print.
' Hallelujah! Praise the LORD from the heavens;
praise God in the heights.
’ Praise the LORD, all you angels;
sing praise, all you hosts of heaven.
® Praise the LORD, sun and moon;
sing praise, all you shining stars.
" Praise the LoRD, heaven of heavens,
and you waters above the heavens.
°Let them praise the name of the LORD,
who commanded, and they were created,
°who made them stand fast forever and ever,
giving them a law that shall not pass away.
" Praise the LORD from the earth,
you sea monsters and all deeps;
®fire and hail, snow and fog,
tempestuous wind, doing God’s will;
° mountains and all hills,
fruit trees and all cedars;
"wild beasts and all cattle,
creeping things and flying birds;
" sovereigns of the earth and all peoples,
princes and all rulers of the world;
2young men and maidens,
old and young together.
Y Let them praise the name of the LORD,
whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over earth and heaven.
“The LorbD has raised up strength for the people and praise for all faithful servants,
the children of Israel, a people who are near the LorbD. Hallelujah!



SECOND READING: Colossians 3:12-17

Please stand as you are able.
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see back of bulletin
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words of e - ter - nal life. Al-le-lu - ia. Al-le-Ilu - ia.

GOSPEL.: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke 2:41-52

see back of bulletin
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Glo - ry to Vyou 0O Lord.
After the reading the minister says: “The Gospel of the Lord”
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Praise to  you, O Christ.
Please be seated
SERMON Pastor Marjorie McDaniel



Please stand as you are able.

HYMN OF THE DAY: “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”
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1 Good Chris-tian friends, re - joice

. v .
with heart and soul and voice;

2 Good Chris-tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
3 Good Chris-tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
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give ye heed to what we say: Je - sus Christ is born to-day;
now ye hear of end - less bliss: Je - sus Christ was born for this!

now ye need not

fear the grave;

Je - sus Christ

was born to save!
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ox and ass be - fore him bow, and he 1is in  the man-ger now.
He has o - pened heav-en’s door, and we are blest for - ev - er- more.

Calls you one and calls you all to gainthe ev_-_er - last-ing hall
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Christ is born to - day! Christ is born to - day!
Christ was born for  this! Christ was born for this!
; Christ was born to saﬁ!\ Christ was born to save!
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Text: Medieval Latin carol; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866
Music: German carol, 14th cent.; arr. Robert L. Pearsall, 1795-1856

IN DULCI JUBILO
66777855



APOSTLES’ CREED:
C: | believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION:

A. Filled with good news of great joy, let us offer our prayers for the church, the earth, and
all people.
A brief silence.

A: God of grace,

C: receive our prayer.

P: We commend these prayers to you, O God, trusting your grace made known to all, through
the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.
Please stand as you are able.
SHARING OF THE PEACE: O\ | !/,
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. J\;J\‘
C: And also with you. 1@/
Please share the PEACE of the Lord with one another. e AN



PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING:
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[C] Let the vine - yards be fruit-ful, Lord, and fill to the brim our

cup of bless - ing. Gath - er a har vest from the seeds that were
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be fed with the bread of life. Gath - er the
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all; u - nite them with the prayers we

of - fer now. Grace our ta - ble with your pres - ence, and
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give us a fore-taste of the feast to come.

OFFERTORY PRAYER:
A. Merciful Father,

C. we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us — our selves, our time,
and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him
who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

COMMUNION LITURGY

P. You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God.
You are most holy, and great is the majesty of your glory.

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish
but have eternal life.

We give you thanks for his coming into the world
to fulfill for us your holy will
and to accomplish all things for our salvation.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.



THE LORD’S PRAYER:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
Sit
HOLY COMMUNION:

All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. We trust and teach the “real presence” of
Jesus, in, with, and unnder the elements of bread and wine.
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world; have mer-cy on us Lamb of God, you take a - way the
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sin of the world grant us  peace.

Please stand as you are able

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace.
C: Amen.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER:

P. Let us pray. We give you thanks almighty God that you have refreshed us through the
healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift — in faith
toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C: Amen

BENEDICTION:

P. Now may God, who has loved us with a love beyond all telling, send us forth to care for
the world around us and to share the good news of that love, in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C. Amen.
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SENDING HYMN: “Go Tell It on the Mountain”
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Go tell it on the moun - tain, o-ver the hills and ev - ’ry - where;
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g0 tell it on the moun - tain that Je - sus Christ is  born!
N | | 1

Aam

] h’l PR B — I
s Ees=s

1 While shep-herds kept their watch-ing  o’er  si - lent flocks by night,
2 The shep-herds feared and trem-bled when, lo, a - bove the earth
3 Down in a lone - ly man-ger the hum-ble Christ was born;
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be - hold, through-out the heav-ens there shone a ho - ly light.
rang out the an - gel cho-rus that hailed our Sav-ior’s birth.
and God sent us sal - va-tion that bless-ed Christ-mas morn.
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Text: African American spiritual, refrain; John W. Work Jr., 1872-1925, stanzas, alt. GO TELLIT
Music: African American spiritual 78767676
DISMISSAL.:

A. Go in peace! Serve the Lord!
C. Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE: “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice” — H. Schroeder

Today’s altar flowers are given by Ed & Terri DeVoe in honor of
Brad & Sally Wilsong and family.



