8:45 A M. ORDER OF WORSHIP
February 23, 2025
SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY

PRELUDE: “And on Earth Peace” — N. deGrigny

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BRIEF ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS:
During the Confession you may either stand or kneel as you are able.

P:

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen

P:

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we

may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our
Lord.

: Amen

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we

C:

confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

Most merciful God,

. we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart: we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us
all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his
authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of
the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

AMEN.



GATHERING HYMN: “I Come with Joy”
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11 come with joy, a child of God, for-giv - en, loved, and
A | come with Chris - tians far and near to find, as all are
3 As Christ breaks bread, and bids us share, each proud di - vi - sion
4 The Spir - it of the ris - en Christ, un-seen, but ev - er
5 To - geth - er met, to - geth - er bound by all that God has
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free, the life of Je - sus to re - call n
fed, the new com - mu - ni - ty of love in
ends. The love that made us, makes us one, and
near, is in such friend - ship bet - ter known, a -
done, we’ll  go with  joy, to give the world the
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love laid down for me, in love laid down for me.
Christ’s com-mu - nion bread, in Christ’s com-mu - nion bread.
strang - ers now are friends, and strang - ers now are friends.
live a - mong us here, a - live a - mong us here.
love that makes us one, the love that makes us one.

Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936 DOVE OF PEACE
Music: W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835 86866

Used by permission. OneLicense #A-735664



APOSTOLIC GREETING:

P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

C. And also with you.
HYMN %F PRAISE:
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A Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his peo-ple on earth.-
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Lord God, heav-en-ly king, al-might-y God and Fa - ther:
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We wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your
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glo - ry. Lord Je - sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther,
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Lord God, Lamb of God: You take a-way the sin of the world;
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PRAYER OF THE DAY:
P. The Lord be with you.
C. And also with you.

P. Let us pray.

O Lord Jesus, make us instruments of your peace, that where there is hatred, we may
sow love, where there is injury, pardon, and where there is despair, hope. Grant, O

divine master, that we may seek to console, to understand, and to love in your name,

for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Please be seated
READINGS FOR TODAY

FIRST READING: Genesis 45:3-11, 15 see back of bulletin

PSALM 37:1-11, 39-40 Spoken responsively, the Lector speaks the verses in regular print
and congregation speaks the verses in bold print.
' Do not be provoked by evildoers;
do not be jealous of those who do wrong.
° For they shall soon wither like the grass,
and like the green grass fade away.

*Put your trust in the LORD and do good:;
dwell in the land and find safe pasture.

* Take delight in the LORD,
who shall give you your heart’s desire.

° Commit your way to the LORD; put your trust in the LORD,
and see what God will do.

° The Lorb will make your vindication as clear as the light
and the justice of your case like the noonday sun.

"Be still before the LORD and wait patiently.
Do not be provoked by the one who prospers, the one who succeeds in evil schemes.

® Refrain from anger, leave rage alone;
do not be provoked; it leads only to evil.

°For evildoers shall be cut off,
but those who hope in the LoRD shall possess the land.

“In a little while the wicked shall be no more;
even if you search out their place, they will not be there.

" But the lowly shall possess the land;
they will delight in abundance of peace.

* But the deliverance of the righteous comes from you, O LORD;
you are their stronghold in time of trouble.

““You, O Lorb, will help them and rescue them;
you will rescue them from the wicked and deliver them, because in you they seek refuge.

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50 see back of bulletin



Please stand as you are able.
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Al - le - lu - ia. Lord, towhom shall we go? You have the
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words of e - ter - nal life. Al -le-lu - ia. Al-le-lu - ia.
GOSPEL.: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke 6:27-38 see back of bulletin
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Glo - ry to you, O Lord.
After the reading the minister says: “The Gospel of the Lord”
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Praise to  you, O Christ.

Please be seated

SERMON Pastor Marjorie McDaniel



Please stand as you are able.

HYMN OF THE DAY: “God, When Human Bonds Are Broken”
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I God, when hu-man bonds are bro-ken and we lack the love or skill
2 Through that still-ness, with your Spir-it  come in - to our world of stress,
3 You in us are bruised and bro-ken: hear us as we seek re - lease
4 Send us, God of new be - gin-nings, hum-bly hope-ful in - to life.
5 Give us faith to be more faith-ful, give us hope to be more true,
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to re - store the hope of heal -ing, give us grace and make us still.
for the sake of Christ for-giv - ing all the fail-ures we con - fess.
from the pain of ear - lier liv - ing; set us free and grant us peace.
Use us as a means of bless-ing: make us stron-ger, give us faith.
give us love to go on learn-ing: God, en-cour-age and re - new!
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Text: Fred Kaan, b. 1929 MERTON
8787

Music: William H. Monk, 1823-1889
Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company

Used by permission. OneLicense #A-735664



APOSTLES’ CREED:
C: | believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION:

A. With the Spirit of Christ shining upon us, let us boldly pray for the church, the world, and
all of creation.
A brief silence.

A: God of grace,

C: hear our prayer.

P: We entrust our prayers to you, O God, in the sure and certain hope that your promise is
revealed among the people.

C: Amen.
Please stand as you are able. \ J /!,
SHARING OF THE PEACE: \}JQ:;;
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. ?:@&)_,’;\’\
C: And also with you. 7/ LA

Please share the PEACE of the Lord with one another.

CHOIR ANTHEM: “My Eyes for Beauty Pine” — Herbert Howells

My eyes for beauty pine, my soul for Goddes grace,
no other care nor hope is mine, to heaven | turn my face.

One splendor thence is shed from all the stars above;
‘Tis named when God’s name is said, ‘Tis Love, ‘s heavenly Love.

And every gentle heart that burns with true desire,
is lit from eyes that mirror part of that celestial fire.



PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING:
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@ Let the vine - yards be fruit-ful, Lord, and hll to the brim our

cup of bless - ing. Gath - er a har-vest from the seeds that were
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sown, that we may be fed with the bread of life. Gath - er the
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hopes and the dreams of all; u - nite them with the prayers we
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of - fer now. Grace our ta - ble with your pres - ence, and

|§ ; —— *:?i" = — Vl 1. 1
give a fore-taste of the feast to come.
OFFERTORY PRAYER:
A. Merciful Father,

C. we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us — our selves, our time,
and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him
who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

COMMUNION LITURGY

P. You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God.
You are most holy, and great is the majesty of your glory.

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish
but have eternal life.

We give you thanks for his coming into the world
to fulfill for us your holy will
and to accomplish all things for our salvation.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.



THE LORD’S PRAYER:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
Sit
HOLY COMMUNION:

All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. We trust and teach the “real presence” of
Jesus, in, with, and unnder the elements of bread and wine.
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world; have mer-cy on us Lamb of God, you take a - way the
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sin of the world grant us  peace.

Please stand as you are able

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace.
C: Amen.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER:

P. Let us pray. We give you thanks almighty God that you have refreshed us through the
healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift — in faith
toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C: Amen

BENEDICTION:

P. The Lord bless thee, and keep thee: the Lord make his face shine upon thee, and be

gracious unto thee: the Lord lift up his countenance upon thee, and give the peace.
C. Amen.
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SENDING HYMN: “O Day of Peace”
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1 O day of peace that dim-ly shines through all our hopes and prayers and dreams,
2 Then shall the wolf dwell with the lamb, nor shall the fierce de - vour the small;
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guide us to jus - tice, truth, and love, de-liv-ered from our self - ish schemes.
as beasts and cat - tle calm-ly graze, a lit-tle child shall lead them all.
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May swords of hate fall from our hands, our hearts from en - vy find re-lease,
Then en - e-mies shall learn to love, all crea-tures find their true ac-cord;
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till by God’s grace our war-ring world shall see Christ’s prom-ised reign of peace.
the hope of peace shall be ful-filled, for all the earth shall know the Lord.

Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944
Music: JERUSALEM, C. Hubert H. Parry, 1848-1918
Text © 1982 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Used by permission. OneLicense #A-735664

DISMISSAL.:
A. Go in peace! Serve the Lord!
C. Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE: Dialogue — N. deGrigny

Today’s altar flowers are given by Steve & Christi Tam in honor of Sarah’s birthday.



