8:45 A.M. ORDER OF WORSHIP
MARCH 30, 2025
FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT

PRELUDE: “Amazing Grace” — R. Christianson
ANNOUNCEMENTS

BRIEF ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS:
During the Confession you may either stand or kneel as you are able.

P: In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we
may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our
Lord.

C: Amen

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we

confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

P: Most merciful God,

C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart: we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen

P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us
all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his
authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of
the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C: AMEN.



GATHERING HYMN: “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”
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1 Come, thou Fount of ev-’ry bless-ing, tune my heart to sing thy grace;

2 Here 1 raise my Eb-en - e - zer: “Hith-er by thy help I've come”;
3 Oh, to grace how great a debt-or dai-ly I'm con-strained to be;
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streams of mer - cy, nev-er ceas-ing, call for songs of loud-est praise.
and I hope, by thy good plea-sure, safe-ly to ar - rive at home.
let that grace now like a  fet - ter bind my wan-d’ring heart to thee.
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While the hope of end-less glo - ry fills my heart with joy and love,
Je - sus sought me when a strang-er, wan-d’ring from the fold of God;
Prone to wan - der, Lord, I feel it; prone to  leave the God I love.
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teach me ev - er to a - dore thee; may I still thy good-ness prove.

he, to res - cue me from dan-ger, in - ter - posed his pre-cious blood.
Here’s my heart, oh, take and seal it; seal it for thy courts a - bove.
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Text: Robert Robinson, 1735-1790, alt. NETTLETON
Music: J. Wyeth, Repository of Sacred Music, Part 11,1813 8787D
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APOSTOLIC GREETING:

P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

C. And also with you.
HYMN %F PRAISE:
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A Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his peo-ple on earth.-
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Lord God, heav-en-ly king, al-might-y God and Fa - ther:
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We wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your
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Lord God, Lamb of God: You take a-way the sin of the world;
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PRAYER OF THE DAY:
P. The Lord be with you.
C. And also with you.

P. Let us pray.

God of compassion, you welcome the wayward, and you embrace us all with your
mercy. By our baptism clothe us with garments of your grace, and feed us at the table

of your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Please be seated

READINGS FOR TODAY
FIRST READING: Joshua 5:9-12 see back of bulletin

PSALM 32 Spoken responsively, the Lector speaks the verses in regular print
and congregation speaks the verses in bold print.

1 Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven,
and whose sin is put away!

2Happy are they to whom the Lord imputes no guilt,
and in whose spirit there is no guile!

$While | held my tongue, my bones withered away,
because of my groaning all day long.

4 For your hand was heavy upon me day and night;
my moisture was dried up as in the heat of summer.

®>Then | acknowledged my sin to you, and did not conceal my guilt.
| said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord.” Then you forgave me the guilt of my
sin.
® Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in time of trouble;
when the great waters overflow, they shall not reach them.

"You are my hiding-place; you preserve me from trouble;
you surround me with shouts of deliverance.

8«1 will instruct you and teach you in the way that you should go;

I will guide you with my eye.
Do not be like horse or mule, which have no understanding;

who must be fitted with bit and bridle, or else they will not stay near you.”
10 Great are the tribulations of the wicked;

but mercy embraces those who trust in the Lord.

11 Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the Lord;
shout for joy, all who are true of heart.

SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 5:16-21 see back of bulletin



Please stand as you are able.
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@ Re-tun to the Lord, your God, for he is gra - cious and
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stead-fast love, and a-bound - ing in stead - fast love.

GOSPEL: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32

see back of bulletin
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Glo - ry to Yyou, O Lord.
After the reading the minister says: “The Gospel of the Lord”
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Praise to  you, O Christ.

Please be seated

SERMON

Pastor Marjorie McDaniel



Please stand as you are able.
HYMN OF THE DAY:: “Our Father, We Have Wandered”
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1 Our Fa-ther, we have wan - dered and hid - den  from your face;

2 And now at length dis - cern - ing the e - vil that we do,
3 O Lord of all the liv - ing, both ban-ished and re - stored,
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in fool-ish-ness have squan - dered your leg - a - cy of grace.

be - hold us, Lord, re - turn - ing with hope and trust to you.

com-pas-sion-ate, for - giv - ing, and ev - er - car-ing Lord,
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But now, in ex - ile dwell - ing, we rise with fear and shame,
In haste you come to meet us and home re - joic - ing bring,
grant now that our trans - gress - ing, our faith-less-ness may cease.
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as, dis - tant but com - pel - ling, we hear you call our name.
in glad-ness there to greet us with calf and robe and ring.
Stretch out your hand in bless - ing, in par-don, and In peace.
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Text: Kevin Nichols, 1929-2006 HERZLICH TUT MICH VERLANGEN
Music: Hans Leo Hassler, 1564-1612; arr. Johann Sebastian Bach, 1685-1750 7676D

Used by permission. OneLicense #A-735664



APOSTLES’ CREED:
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION:

A. Led by the Spirit, let us turn to God in prayer for the church, the world, and all those in
need.
A brief silence.

A: God, in your mercy,

C: receive our prayer.

P: Receive the prayers of your people and draw all things together in your love, in the name of
Jesus, who leads us from death to life.

C: Amen.
Please stand as you are able. O\ | !/,
SHARING OF THE PEACE: S

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. \2@,

C: And also with you. AN
Please share the PEACE of the Lord with one another. 71N

ANTHEM: “How Can I Keep From Singing? — arr. Craig Courtney

My life flows on in endless song, above earth’s lamentations,

| catch the sweet, though far-off hymn that hails a new creation.
Through all the tumult and the strife, | hear that music ringing.

It finds an echo in my soul. How can | keep from singing?

No storm can shake my inmost calm while too that Rock I'm clinging.
Since Christ is Lord of heaven and earth, how can | keep from singing.
What though my joys and comforts die? The Lord my Savior liveth.
What though the darkness gather round? Songs in the night He giveth.
No storm can shake my inmost calm while too that Rock I'm clinging.
Since Christ is Lord of heaven and earth, how can | keep from singing?
The peace of Christ makes fresh my heart, a fountain ever springing!
All things are mine since | am His! How can | keep from singing?

No storm can shake my inmost calm while too that Rock I'm clinging.



Since Christ is Lord of heaven and earth, how can | keep from singing?
PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING:
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hopes and the dreams of all; u - nite them with the prayers we
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give us a fore-taste:f the feast to come.

OFFERTORY PRAYER:

A. Merciful Father,

C. we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us — our selves, our time,
and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him
who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

COMMUNION LITURGY

P. You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God.
You are most holy, and great is the majesty of your glory.

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish
but have eternal life.

We give you thanks for his coming into the world
to fulfill for us your holy will
and to accomplish all things for our salvation.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.



THE LORD’S PRAYER:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
Sit
HOLY COMMUNION:
All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. We trust and teach the “real presence” of
Jesus, in, with, and unnder the elements of bread and wine.
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Lamb of God, you take a - way the sin of the world; have
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sin of the world; grant us  peace.
Please stand as you are able
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace.
C: Amen.
POST COMMUNION PRAYER:

P. Let us pray. We give you thanks almighty God that you have refreshed us through the
healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift — in faith

toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C: Amen

BENEDICTION:

P. The Lord bless thee, and keep thee: the Lord make his face shine upon thee, and be

gracious unto thee: the Lord lift up his countenance upon thee, and give the peace.
C. Amen.



SENDING HYMN: “Amazing Grace”
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1 A - maz - ing grace!— how sweet the sound— that
2 ’Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, and
3 Through man - vy dan - gers, toils, and snares |
4 The Lord has prom - ised good to me; his
5 When we've been there ten thou - sand years, bright
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saved a wretch like  me! I once was lost, but
grace my fears re - lieved; how pre - cious did that
have al - read - y come; ’tis grace  has brought me
word my hope se - cures; he will my shield and
shin - ing as the sun, we’ve no less days to
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Text:John Newton, 1725-1807, alt., sts. 1-4; anonymous, st. 5
Music: W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835; arr. Edwin O. Excell, 1851-1921, alt.

DISMISSAL.:
A. Go in peace! Serve the Lord!

C. Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE: Fanfare Fugue in C - C. P. E. Bach
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now am found; was blind, but now I see.

grace ap - pear the hour I first be - lieved!

safe thus far, and grace will lead me home.

por - tion be as long as life en - dures.

sing God’s praise than when  we’d first be - gun.
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NEW BRITAIN

Today’s altar flowers are offered to the glory of God!
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