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8:45 A.M. ORDER OF WORSHIP 

August 3, 2025 

8TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

 

 

 

PRELUDE: “Son of God, Eternal Savior” – M. Burkhardt 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BRIEF ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS: 

During the Confession you may either stand or kneel as you are able.  

P:   In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen 

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets 

are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 

may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

C: Amen 

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we 

confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 

P: Most merciful God, 

C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 

left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart: we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 

your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen 

P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us 

all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his 

authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of 

the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: AMEN. 
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GATHERING HYMN: “At the Name of Jesus” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Used by permission. OneLicense #A-735664 
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APOSTOLIC GREETING: 
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

 C. And also with you. 
 
KYRIE: 
 May be spoken or sung. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE: 
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Benevolent God, you are the source, the guide, and the goal of our lives. Teach us to 

love what is worth loving, to reject what is offensive to you, and to treasure what is 

precious in your sight, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY:  
P. The Lord be with you. 
C. And also with you.  

P. Let us pray. 

Please be seated 
READINGS FOR TODAY 

FIRST READING: Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23 see back of bulletin 

PSALM 49:1-12 Spoken responsively, the Lector speaks the verses in regular print 
 and congregation speaks the verses in bold print. 

 1 Hear this, all you peoples; 

  give ear, all you who dwell in the world, 

 2 you of high degree and low, 

  rich and poor together. 

 3 My mouth shall speak of wisdom, 

  and my heart shall meditate on understanding. 

 4 I will incline my ear to a proverb 

  and set forth my riddle upon the harp. 

 5 Why should I be afraid in evil days, 

  when the wickedness of those at my heels surrounds me, 

 6 the wickedness of those who put their trust in their own prowess, 

  and boast of their great riches? 

 7 One can never redeem another, 

  or give to God the ransom for another’s life; 

 8 for the ransom of a life is so great 

  that there would never be enough to pay it, 

 9 in order to live forever and ever 

  and never see the grave. 

 10 For we see that the wise die also; like the dull and stupid they perish 

  and leave their wealth to those who come after them. 

 11 Their graves shall be their homes forever, their dwelling places from generation 

to generation, 

  though they had named lands after themselves. 

 12 Even though honored, they cannot live forever; 

  they are like the beasts that perish. 

SECOND READING: Colossians 3:1-11 see back of bulletin 
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Please stand as you are able. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

GOSPEL:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke 12:13-21 see back of bulletin 

 

After the reading the minister says: “The Gospel of the Lord” 

 

Please be seated 

 
 
SERMON: “The Root of All Evil?” Pastor Amy Bartleson Balcam 
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Please stand as you are able. 
HYMN OF THE DAY: “Son of God, Eternal Savior” 
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APOSTLES’ CREED: 
C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
      creator of heaven and earth. 

      I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
     and born of the virgin Mary. 

       He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
            was crucified, died, and was buried. 
       He descended into hell. 
       On the third day he rose again. 
       He ascended into heaven, 
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
       He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

       I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
       the holy catholic Church, 
       the communion of saints, 
       the forgiveness of sins, 
       the resurrection of the body,     
       and the life everlasting.  Amen 
 

Please be seated. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION: 

A. In solidarity with all creation, we join our voice to the voice of the whole church and pray 
for the needs of the world. 

A brief silence. 
A God of grace, 
C: hear our prayer. 
P: Trusting in your lovingkindness, we place our prayer and hope in you, in the name of Jesus 

Christ. 
C: Amen. 
 

Please stand as you are able. 

SHARING OF THE PEACE: 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 

Please share the PEACE of the Lord with one another. 
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PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER: 

A.  Merciful Father, 

C. we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us – our selves, our time, 
and our possessions, signs of your gracious love.  Receive them for the sake of him 
who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING: 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
P:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, … we praise your name and join their unending 

hymn: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER: 

C. Amen 

THE LORD’S PRAYER: 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be thy name, 
     thy kingdom come,  
     thy will be done,  
         on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
     as we forgive those  
         who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation,  
     but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
     and the power, and the glory, 

              forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION: 
P.  Come to God’s table.  There is a place for you and enough for all. 
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Sit 

HOLY COMMUNION: 
All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. We trust and teach the “real presence” of 
Jesus, in, with, and under the elements of bread and wine. 

AGNUS DEI: 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Please stand as you are able 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace. 
C: Amen. 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER:  

P.  Let us pray. We give you thanks almighty God that you have refreshed us through the 
healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift – in faith 
toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

C: Amen 

BACK-TO-SCHOOL PRAYER 

P. Gracious God, 

C. As a new school year begins, we lift up all students—those stepping into classrooms 
with excitement, and those who feel nervous or uncertain. You know the swirl of 
emotions they carry: joy and worry, curiosity and fear, hope and hesitation. 
Surround them with your peace. Bless their learning, their friendships, and their 
growth. Guide teachers, staff, and families, and help each child know they are loved, 
supported, and never alone. 

  In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 
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BENEDICTION: 

P. The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine upon you, and be 
gracious to you; the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace. 

 C. Amen. 

SENDING HYMN: “We Know That Christ Is Raised” 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
DISMISSAL: 

A. Go in peace! Serve the Lord! 
C. Thanks be to God!  

POSTLUDE: “We Know That Christ is Raised” – R. Hobby 

 

Today’s altar flowers are given by Mark & Linda Pillar in honor of Linda Gobert’s 

birthday. 

Used by permission. OneLicense #A-735664 
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