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FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 

3600 25th St, Columbus, IN  47203 
Phone:  (812) 372-1256    Web site:  www.flccolumbus.org 
Office Hours:  8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m., Tuesday-Thursday 

Facebook:  First Lutheran Church (Columbus, IN) 

CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP 

August 10, 2025 - 11:15 a.m. 

9TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BRIEF ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

You may either stand or kneel. 

P:   In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen 

P:  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C:  Amen 

P:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our 
sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

P:  Most merciful God, 

C:  we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart: we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen 

P:  Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all our 
sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  AMEN. 

OPENING PRAYER: 

Almighty God, you sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light of your church. Open our hearts 
to the riches of your grace, that we may be ready to receive you wherever you appear, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

FIRST READING: Genesis15:1-6 
1 After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be afraid, Abram, I 
am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2 But Abram said, “O Lord GOD, what will you 
give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3 And Abram 
said, “You have given me no offspring, so a slave born in my house is to be my heir.” 4 But the 
word of the LORD came to him, “This man shall not be your heir; no one but your very own issue 
shall be your heir.” 5 He brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count the stars, 
if you are able to count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” 6 And he 
believed the LORD, and the LORD reckoned it to him as righteousness. 

WORSHIP & PRAISE 

WELCOME TO THE LORD'S HOUSE! 

We are so glad to have you with us this morning!  There is an extended time of praise and worship 
at the beginning of the service, and we want you to worship your Lord as you feel comfortable.  All 

forms of worship are acceptable, such as singing, clapping, standing, sitting, kneeling, and 
dancing.  Please worship your God in a way that draws you closer to Him! 

http://www.flccolumbus.org/
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SECOND READING: Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 

1 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 2 Indeed, by 
faith our ancestors received approval. 3 By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared 
by the word of God, so that what is seen was made from things that are not visible. 
 
  8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was to receive 
as an inheritance, and he set out, not knowing where he was going. 9 By faith he stayed for a 
time in the land he had been promised, as in a foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac and 
Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. 10 For he looked forward to the city that 
has foundations, whose architect and builder is God. 11 By faith, with Sarah’s involvement, he 
received power of procreation, even though he was too old, because he considered him faithful 
who had promised. 12 Therefore from one person, and this one as good as dead, descendants 
were born, “as many as the stars of heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand by the 
seashore.” 
  13 All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a distance they 
saw and greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers and foreigners on the 
earth, 14 for people who speak in this way make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. 15 If 
they had been thinking of the land that they had left behind, they would have had opportunity 
to return. 16 But as it is, they desire a better homeland, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God 
is not ashamed to be called their God; indeed, he has prepared a city for them. 

TIME OF OPEN PRAYER 

OFFERING 

BLESSING OF THE OFFERING 

SHARING OF THE PEACE: 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always 
C: And also with you 

Please share the PEACE of the Lord with one another. 

GOSPEL READING: Luke 12:32-40 

[Jesus said:] 32 “Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the 

kingdom. 33 Sell your possessions and give alms. Make purses for yourselves that do not wear out, 
an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. 34 For where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

 

  35 “Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; 36 be like those who are waiting for their master 
to return from the wedding banquet, so that they may open the door for him as soon as he comes 

and knocks. 37 Blessed are those slaves whom the master finds alert when he comes; truly I tell you, 
he will fasten his belt and have them sit down to eat, and he will come and serve them. 38 If he 
comes during the middle of the night or near dawn and finds them so, blessed are those slaves. 

  39 “But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he 

would not have let his house be broken into. 40 You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming 

at an hour you do not expect.” 

After the reading of the Gospel:  
P. The Word of the Lord” 
C. Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON: “Be Not Afraid” Pastor Amy Bartleson Balcam 

WORSHIP & PRAISE 
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APOSTLES’ CREED: 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
 and born of the virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 He descended into hell. 
 On the third day he rose again. 
 He ascended into heaven, 
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  Amen 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER: 
C: Amen 

THE LORD’S PRAYER: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be thy name, 
     thy kingdom come,  
     thy will be done, 
         on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
     as we forgive those  
         who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation,  
     but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
     and the power, and the glory, 
              forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION: 
 P:  Come to God’s table.  There is a place for you and enough for all. 

 

HOLY COMMUNION: 

 

 

 

Please stand as you are able 
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace. 
C: Amen 
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER:  

P. Let us pray. We give you thanks almighty God that you have refreshed us through the healing 
power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift – in faith toward you and 
in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C: Amen 

BENEDICTION: 

P: The Lord bless you, and keep you; the Lord make his face shine upon you, and be gracious to 
you; the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

SENDING WORSHIP & PRAISE 

SERVING FIRST TODAY 
Pastor:  Amy Bartleson Balcam 

Greeters, Ushers, Communion Assistants, Candle-lighting: 
John & Mary Ellen Wyman, Dave Stocks, Magen Pillar, Owen East,  

Travis East, & Romel Christopher 

WOUNDED HEALER PRAISE BAND 
Erika East, Annette Hull, Jennifer & Mike Langevin, Matt Pillar 

 

Today’s altar flowers are given by Tom and Joy Lindsay in honor of Lindsay family summer 
birthdays. 


