8:45 A.M. ORDER OF WORSHIP
September 7, 2025
13T SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

PRELUDE: “O God, My Faithful God” — Flor Peeters
GREETINGS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

BRIEF ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS:
During the Confession you may either stand or kneel as you are able.

P: In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we
may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our
Lord.

C: Amen

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we
confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

P: Most merciful God,

C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart: we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen

P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us
all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of
the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C: AMEN.



GATHERING HYMN: “O God, My Faithful God”
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(@) God, my faith - ful God, true foun-tain ev - er flow - ing,
Give me the strength to do with read -y heart and will - ing
Keep me from say - ing words that lat - er need re - call - ing;
When dan-gers gath - er round, oh, keep me calm and fear - less;
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with - out whom noth-ing is, all  per-fect gifts be - stow - ing:
what - ev - er you com-mand, my call-ing here ful - fill - ing—

guard me, lest i - dle speech may from my lips be fall - ing;
help me to bear the cross when life seems dark and cheer - less;
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give me a health-y frame, and may I have with - in

to do it when I ought, with all my might—and bless
but when, with-in my  place, I must and ought to speak,
help me, as you have taught, to love both great and small,
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a con-science free from blame, a soul un-stained by sin.
what - ev - er I  have wrought, for you must give suc - cess.

then to my words give grace, lest I  of - fend the weak.
and, by your Spir-it’s might, to live at peace with all.
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Text:Johann Heermann, 1585-1647; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt. WAS FRAG ICH NACH DER WELT
Music: Ahasuerus Fritsch, 1629-1701 67676666



APOSTOLIC GREETING:
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
C. And also with you.
KYRIE:
May be spoken or sung.
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A In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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@ For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal-vation, let us pray to the Lord.
n 1 Il }
"4 | [ [ |
o
1Y) - !
@ Lord, have mer - cy.
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@ For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the uni-ty of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord,  have mer - cy.
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A& Help, save, comfort, and de-fend us, gra-cious Lord. A men



HYMN OF PRAISE:
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Al Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his peo-ple on earth.-
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Lord God, heav-en-lyKking, al-might-y God and Fa - ther:
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We wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your
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glo - ry. Lord Je - sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther,
ot TP 4 7 Fa g g | =
s i . <+ o 5
Lord God, Lamb of God: You take a - way the sin of the world;
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have mer-cy on us. You areseat-ed at theright hand of the
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Fa - ther; re - ceive our prayer. For you a -
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you a-lone are the Most High, Je - sus Christ, withtheHo -1y Splr - it,
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PRAYER OF THE DAY:
P. The Lord be with you.
C. And also with you.

P. Let us pray.

Direct us, O Lord God, in all our doings with your continual help, that in all our
works, begun, continued, and ended in you, we may glorify your holy name; and

finally, by your mercy, bring us to everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

Please be seated

CHILDREN’S SERMON

READINGS FOR TODAY
FIRST READING: Deuteronomy 30:15-20 see back of bulletin
PSALM 1 Spoken responsively, the Lector speaks the verses in regular print

and congregation speaks the verses in bold print.
' Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked,
nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful!

’Their delight is in the law of the LORD,
and they meditate on God’s teaching day and night.
 They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season, with leaves
that do not wither;
everything they do shall prosper.
“It is not so with the wicked;
they are like chaff which the wind blows away.

> Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes,
nor the sinner in the council of the righteous.

®For the LORD knows the way of the righteous,
but the way of the wicked shall be destroyed.

SECOND READING: Philemon 1-21 see back of bulletin
Please stand as you are able.
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words of e - ter - nal life. Al-le-lu - ia. Al-le-lu - ia.
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GOSPEL: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke 14:25-33 see back of bulletin
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Glo - ry to Vyou 0O Lord.
After the reading the minister says: “The Gospel of the Lord”
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Praise to  you, O Christ.

Please be seated

SERMON: “The Cost of Discipleship”

TODAY S
SERMON

Pastor Amy Bartleson Balcam



Please stand as you are able.
HYMN OF THE DAY: “The Son of God, Our Christ”
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1 The Son of God, our Christ, the Word, the Way,
2 In ev - 'ty test, in tri - als man - 1 - fold,
3 To - day, as  then, Christ sum - mons us to dare
4 In cit - y street, iIn town, or on the soil,
5 Wher - e’er we find our wit - ness should be made,
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shared hu - man life and toiled through-out  the day;
these  ser - vants wit - nessed, by their faith made bold;
to fol - low bold - ly and his work to share,
may each serve Christ in faith - ful dai - ly toil,
what - e’er our task, be thou, O  Christ, our aid,
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from com - mon folk he called the twelve to be
and with  the gifts and tal - ents which they  brought
to help and heal the sick, the blind, the lame,
and in ecach thought and kind - ly word and deed,
that we may glad - ly give for thee our best
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co - work - ers in his sa - cred min - is - f(ry.
the church was found - ed and God’s mes - sage  taught.
de - clar - ing to the world his ho - ly name.
o - bey Chrst’s call and go where he shall lead.
and find each task di - vine - ly sent and blest.

Text: Edward M. Blumenfeld, b. 1927, alt.

Music: SURSUM CORDA, Alfred M. Smith, 1879-1971
Text © 1957, ren. 1985 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Music © 194 | Historic Church of the Ascension, Atlantic City, NI, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Used by permission. OneLicense #A-735664




APOSTLES’ CREED:
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

Please be seated.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION:

A: Gracious God, we come to you in prayer for the church, the world, and all in need.
A brief silence.
A: God of grace,
C: receive our prayer.
P: We entrust these prayers to you, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ, our redeemer and

friend.
C: Amen.
Please stand as you are able. \ I/
SHARING OF THE PEACE: \}\{ﬂ/
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. @,
C: And also with you. s = >
Please share the PEACE of the Lord with one another. /1N

CHOIR ANTHEM: “Day by Day” — Martin How
Day by day, dear Lord, of thee three things I pray:
to see thee more clearly,
love thee more dearly,
follow thee more nearly,
day by day.

-- Prayer of St. Richard of Chichester



PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING:
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give us a fore-taste of the feast to come.
OFFERTORY PRAYER:

A. Merciful Father,

C. we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us — our selves, our time,
and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him
who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

AT AT AOT

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, ... we praise your name and join their unending

hymn:
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Ho-1ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God  of pow’r and might:
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Heav- en and earth are full of your glo- ry. Ho - san-na. Ho - san- na.
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Ho - san - nma in the high - est Bless- ed is he  who
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - est.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER:
C. Amen

THE LORD’S PRAYER:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION:
P. Come to God’s table. There is a place for you and enough for all.
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Sit
HOLY COMMUNION:
All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. We trust and teach the “real presence” of
Jesus, in, with, and under the elements of bread and wine.

AGNUS DEI:
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Lamb of God, you take a - way the sin of the world; have
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mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a - way the sin of the
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world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a - way the
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sin of the world; grant us  peace.

Please stand as you are able
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace.
C: Amen.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER:

P. Let us pray. We give you thanks almighty God that you have refreshed us through the
healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift — in faith
toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C: Amen

BENEDICTION:

P. The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine upon you, and be
gracious to you; the Lord look upon you with favor, and give you peace.
C. Amen.



SENDING HYMN: “Lift High the Cross”
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Lift high the cross, the love of Chrst pro - claim till
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all the world a - dore his sa - cred name.
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1 Come, Chris - tians, fol - low where our cap - tain trod,
2 All new - born ser - vants of the Cru - ci - fied
3 0 Lord, once lft - ed on the glo - rious tree,
4 So shall our song of tri - umph ev - er be:
J I
o). = - J—&‘I — Fi e
# ? —— F F, [ ? —
N | n ' |
Reﬁain
Q i — = N I ;
6. e 5
r F 13 g:#i O
N t;/
our king vic - to rious,  Christ, the Son of God.
bear on their brows the seal of him who died.
as thou hast prom - ised, draw us all to thee.
praise to the Cru - c - fied for vic - to - 1y!
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Text: George W. Kitchin, 1827-1912; rev. Michael R. Newhalt, 18741956 CRUCIFER
Music: Sydney H. Nicholson, 1875-1947 10101010

Used by permission. OneLicense #A-735664
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DISMISSAL:

A. Go in peace! Serve the Lord!
C. Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE: Prelude in A — J. S. Bach

Today’s altar flowers are given by Mark & Linda Pillar in honor of Linda & Matt’s
birthday’s, and by Drew & Pastor Amy in memory of Mary Lou Bartleson, and Erik
Bartleson.

THANKS FOR
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