8:45 A.M. ORDER OF WORSHIP
December 28, 2025
FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS

PRELUDE: “What Child Is This?” — Paul Manz
GREETINGS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

BRIEF ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS:
During the Confession you may either stand or kneel as you are able.

P: In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we
may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our
Lord.

C: Amen

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we
confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

P: Most merciful God,

C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart: we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen

P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us
all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of
the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C: AMEN.



GATHERING HYMN: “Love Has Come”
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1 Love has come— a  light in the dark - ness! Love shines forth in the
2 Love is born! Come, share in the won - der. Love is God now a -
3 Love has come and nev- er will leave us! Love 1is life ev-er-
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Beth-1le - hem skies. See, all heav-en has come to pro - claim it;
sleep in the hay. See the glow in the eyes of his moth - er;
last - ing and free. Love is Je - sus with - in and a - mong us.
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hear how their song of joy a - ris - es: Love! Love!  Born un-to
what 1s the name her heart is say - ing? Love! Love! Love is the
Love is the peace our hearts are seek-ing. Love! Love!  Love i1s the
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you, a Sav - ior! Love! Love! Glo-ry to God on high.
name she whis - pers; Love! Love! Je - sus, Im-man-u - el
gift of Christ-mas. Love! Love! Praise to you, God on high!

Text: Ken Bible, b. 1950

Music: UN FLAMBEAU, F. Seguin, Recueil de noéls composés en langue provengale, 1856
Text © 1996 Integrity's Hosanna! Music (ASCAP), /o Integrity Media, Inc., 1000 Cody Road, Mobile, AL 36693,

Used by permission. OneLicense #A-735664




APOSTOLIC GREETING:
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

C. And also with you.

KYRIE:
May be spoken or sung.
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@ In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
0
y 4 Py
,\Umy o T — . O wtTe &
@ For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal-vation, let us pray to the Lord.
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@ Lord, have mer - cy.
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and for the uni-ty of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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A For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord,  have mer - cy.
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Al Help, save, comfort, and de-fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men



HYMN OF PRAISE:

I

1

>

== g
. > [ ©.) & &
%B—H e * i o—- e
Al Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his peo-ple on earth.-
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Lord God, heav-en-lyking, al-might-y God and Fa - ther:
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We wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your
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glo - ry. Lord Je - sus Christ, on - ly Son of the Fa-ther,
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Lord God, Lamb of God: You take a-way the sin of the world;
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you a-lone are the Most High, Je - sus Christ, withtheHo -ly Spir - it,
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PRAYER OF THE DAY:
P. The Lord be with you.
C. And also with you.

P. Let us pray.

O Lord God, you know that we cannot place our trust in our own powers. As
you protected the infant Jesus, so defend us and all the needy from harm

and adversity, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Please be seated

READINGS FOR TODAY
FIRST READING: Isaiah 63:7-9 see back of bulletin
PSALM 148
Choir and congregation all sing:
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!Hallelujah! Praise the LORD ! from the heavens;
praise God ! in the heights.
2 Praise the LORD, ! all you angels;
sing praise, all you ! hosts of heaven.
>Praise the LORD, ! sun and moon;
sing praise, all you ! shining stars.
“Praise the LORD, heav- ! en of heavens,
and you waters a- ! bove the heavens.
°>Let them praise the name ! of the LORD,
who commanded, and they | were created,
Swho made them stand fast forev- | er and ever,
giving them a law that shall not | pass away.
’Praise the LORD | from the earth,
you sea monsters | and all deeps;
gfire and hail, ! snow and fog,
tempestuous wind, do- ! ing God’s will;
°mountains | and all hills,
fruit trees | and all cedars;
1owild beasts | and all cattle,
creeping things and ! flying birds;
‘sovereigns of the earth | and all peoples,
princes and all rulers | of the world;
2young ! men and maidens,
old and ! young together.
13 Let them praise the name ! of the LORD,
whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over | earth and heaven.
4The LORD has raised up strength for the people and praise for all ! faithful servants,
the children of Israel, a people who are near the LORD. | Hallelujah!

SECOND READING: Hebrews 2:10-18 see back of bulletin



Please stand as you are able.
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Al - le - lu - ia. Lord, towhom shall we go? You have the
O ﬁu‘ [ T P - ! {
- ‘% — {

"y,

words of e - ter - nal life. Al -le-lu - ia. Al-le-lu - ia.

GOSPEL: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew 2:13-23

see back of bulletin
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Glo - ry to you, 0 Lord.
After the reading the minister says: “The Gospel of the Lord”
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Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated

SERMON:

"ODAY S
SERMON

Rev. Marjorie McDaniel



Please stand as you are able.

HYMN OF THE DAY: “What Child Is This?”
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1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mar-y’s lap is sleep-ing?
2 Why lies he in such meanes-tate where ox and ass are feed-ing?
3 So bring him in - cense, gold, and myrrh; come, peas-ant, king, to own him.
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Whom an - gels greet with an-thems sweet while shep-herds watch are keep -ing?.
Good Chris-tian, fear; for sin-ners here the si - lent Word is plead-ing.
The King of kings sal - va-tion brings;let lov - ing hearts en-throne him.

=l
43_1")!;
=E=r

: _dl‘ n_. Tui f\, :
— r—#' ﬂ’_ﬁr.

This, this  is Christ the king, whom shep-herds guard and an- gels sing;
Nails, spear shall pierce him through, the cross be borme for me, for you;
Raise, raise the song on high, the vir - gin sings her lul - la - by;
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haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mar - y!
hail, hail the Word made flesh, the babe, the son of Mar -y!
joy, joy, for Christ is born, the babe, the son of Mar - y!
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Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898 GREENSLEEVES

Music: English ballad, 16th cent. 87876867



APOSTLES’ CREED:
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

Please be seated.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION:

A. Empowered by the news of Christ’s birth, let us pray boldly for the church, creation, and
all who are in need.
A brief silence.

A: Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

P: With the joy of Christ’s birth in our hearts, we commend our prayers to you, O God, trusting
in your boundless mercy and eternal love; through Jesus Christ our Savior.

C: Amen.

Please stand as you are able.

J
SHARING OF THE PEACE: \}, ’ %
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. e
C: And also with you. % (=N

Please share the PEACE of the Lord with one another. / | W



PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING:
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cup of bless - ing. Gath - er a har- vest from the seeds that were
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hopes and the dreams of all; u - nite them with the prayers we
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of - fer now. Grace our ta - ble with your pres - ence, and
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give us a fore-taste of the feast to come.
OFFERTORY PRAYER:

A. Merciful Father,

C. we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us — our selves, our time,
and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him
who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

AT a7 O™

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, ... we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
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Ho-1ly, ho - ly, ho - 1ly Lord, God of pow’r and might:
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Heav- en and earth are full of your glo- ry. Ho - san-na. Ho - san- na.
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Ho - san - na in the high - est Bless- ed is he  who
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comes in the name of the Lord. @ Ho-san- na in the high - est.
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER:
C. Amen
THE LORD’S PRAYER:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION:
P. Come to God’s table. There is a place for you and enough for all.



HOLY
COMMUNION
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Sit
HOLY COMMUNION:

All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. We trust and teach the “real presence” of
Jesus, in, with, and under the elements of bread and wine.

AGNUS DEI:
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Lamb of God, you take a - way the sin of the world; have
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mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a - way the sin of the
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world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a - way the
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sin of the world; grant us peace,

Please stand as you are able
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace.
C: Amen.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER:

P. Let us pray. We give you thanks almighty God that you have refreshed us through the
healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift — in faith
toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C: Amen

BENEDICTION:

P. The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine upon you, and be
gracious to you; the Lord look upon you with favor, and give you peace.
C. Amen.



SENDING HYMN: “Go Tell It on the Mountain”
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Go tell it on the moun - tain, o-ver the hills and ev - ’'ry - where;
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g0 tell it on the moun - tain that Je - sus Christ is born!
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I While shep-herds kept their watch-ing  o’er si - lent flocks by night,
2 The shep-herds feared and trem-bled when, lo, a - bove the earth
3 Down in a lone - ly man-ger the hum-ble Christ was born;
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be - hold, through-out the heav-ens there shone a ho - ly light.
rang out the an - gel cho-rus that hailed our Sav-ior’s birth.
and God sent us sal - va-tion that bless-ed Christ-mas morn.
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Text: African American spiritual, refrain;John W. Work Jr., 1872-1925, stanzas, alt. GO TELLIT
Music: African American spiritual 78767676

DISMISSAL:
A. Go in peace! Serve the Lord!
C. Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE: “He Is Born” — Robert Powell

Today’s altar flowers are offered to the glory of God!
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