8:45 A.M. ORDER OF WORSHIP
January 4, 2026
SECOND SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS

PRELUDE: “All My Heart Again Rejoices” — J. G. Walther
GREETINGS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

BRIEF ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS:
During the Confession you may either stand or kneel as you are able.

P: In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we
may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our
Lord.

C: Amen

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we
confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

P: Most merciful God,

C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart: we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen

P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us
all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of
the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C: AMEN.



GATHERING HYMN: “All My Heart Again Rejoices”

Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607—-1676; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: WARUM SOLLT ICH, Johann G. Ebeling, 1637-1676
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sing - ing, till the air ev-’ry- where now with joy is ring - ing.
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APOSTOLIC GREETING:
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

C. And also with you.

KYRIE:
May be spoken or sung.
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and for the uni-ty of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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A For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord,  have mer - cy.
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Al Help, save, comfort, and de-fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men



HYMN OF PRAISE:
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PRAYER OF THE DAY:
P. The Lord be with you.
C. And also with you.

P. Let us pray.

Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your incarnate Word. By
your grace empower us to reflect your light in all that we do, through Jesus Christ,

our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.

Please be seated

CHILDREN’S SERMON
READINGS FOR TODAY

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:7-14 see back of bulletin

PSALM 147:12-20

Choir and congregation all sing:
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'2Worship the LORD, | O Jerusalem;
praise your | God, O Zion,
13 who has strengthened the bars | of your gates
and has blessed your chil- | dren within you.
'*God has established peace | on your borders
and satisfies you with the | finest wheat.
15 God sends out a command ! to the earth,
a word that runs | very swifily.
God gives | snow like wool,
scattering ! frost like ashes.
17God scatters ! hail like bread crumbs.
Who can stand a- | gainst God’s cold?
' The LORD sends forth the | word and melts them;
the wind blows, and the | waters flow.
1 God declares the | word to Jacob,
statutes and judg- | ments to Israel.
’The LORD has not done so to any ! other nation;
they do not know God’s judgments. | Hallelujah!
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SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:3-14 see below
* Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, * just as he chose us in Christ before the
foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in love. ° He destined us for
adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, ° to



the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. ' In him we
have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches
of his grace ° that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight ” he has made known to us
the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, '’ as a plan
for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things on

earth. !' In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to
the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, '* so that
we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. '* In
him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had
believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; '“ this is the pledge
of our inheritance toward redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his glory.

Please stand as you are able.
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words of e - ter - nal life. Al -le-lu - ia. Al-le-lu - ia.
GOSPEL: The Holy Gospel according to St. John 1:[1-9] 10-18 see back of bulletin
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Glo - ry to you, 0O Lord.
After the reading the minister says: “The Gospel of the Lord”
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Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated

SERMON: “Grace Upon Grace: Living with the Word Made Flesh”  Pastor Amy Bartleson Balcam



Please stand as you are able.

HYMN OF THE DAY: “Word of God, Come Down on Earth”
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heav'n de-scend - ing; touch our hearts and bring to birth

life cre-a - tion, Word that came from  heav'n to die,
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faith and hope and Jove wn-end - ing. Word  al-might -y,

cru - ci-fied for our sal -va - tion, sav - ing Word, the

God the Spir - it with  ws dwell - ing, Word of truth, to
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we re - vere you; Word made flesh, we long to  hear you.
world e - stor-ing, speak to us, your love out- pour - ing.
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Text: James Quinn, 31, b, 1919

Music: LIEBSTER JESU, WIR SIND HIER, Johaan R. Ahle, 16251673
Text € James Quinn, 81, Selah Publishing Co,, Inc., Notth American agent. www.selahpub.com.

Used by permission. OneLicense #A-735664




APOSTLES’ CREED:
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

Please be seated.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION:

A: Empowered by the news of Christ’s birth, let us pray boldly for the church, creation, and
all who are in need.
A brief silence.

A: Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

P: With the joy of Christ’s birth in our hearts, we commend our prayers to you, O God, trusting
in your boundless mercy and eternal love; through Jesus Christ our Savior.

C: Amen.

Please stand as you are able.

SHARING OF THE PEACE: \}, ; ’ %
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. %{r&a
C: And also with you. % (=N

Please share the PEACE of the Lord with one another. / | W

CHOIR ANTHEM:



PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING:
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give us a fore-taste of the feast to come.
OFFERTORY PRAYER:

A. Merciful Father,

C. we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us — our selves, our time,
and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him
who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

AT a7 O™

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, ... we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
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comes in the name of the Lord. @ Ho-san- na in the high - est
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER:
C. Amen
THE LORD’S PRAYER:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION:
P. Come to God’s table. There is a place for you and enough for all.



HOLY
COMMUNION
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Sit
HOLY COMMUNION:

All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. We trust and teach the “real presence” of
Jesus, in, with, and under the elements of bread and wine.

AGNUS DEI:
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Lamb of God, you take a - way the sin of the world; have
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sin of the world; grant us peace,

Please stand as you are able
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace.
C: Amen.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER:

P. Let us pray. We give you thanks almighty God that you have refreshed us through the
healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift — in faith
toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C: Amen

BENEDICTION:

P. The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine upon you, and be
gracious to you; the Lord look upon you with favor, and give you peace.
C. Amen.



SENDING HYMN: “Let All Together Praise Our God”
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clothed the sky with light, who clothed the sky with light
glo - ry mag - m - fy, your glo - ry mag - m - fy.
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5 A wonderful exchange you make:

you take our flesh and blood,
and in return give us to share

the shining realm of God,
the shining realm of God.

Text: Nikolaus Herman, 1480-1561; tr. hymnal version
Music: LOBT GOTT, IHR CHRISTEN, Nikolaus Herman

Text © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.

Used by permission. OneLicense #A-735664

6 Unlock the door again today

that leads to paradise;

the angel bars the way no more.
To God let praises rise,

to God let praises rise!




DISMISSAL:
A. Go in peace! Serve the Lord!
C. Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE: “Let All Together Praise Our God” — J. G. Walther

Today’s altar flowers are offered to the glory of God!
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