8:45 A.M. ORDER OF WORSHIP
February 22, 2026
First Sunday in Lent

PRELUDE: “Eternal Lord of Love, Behold Your Church” — Healey Willan
GREETINGS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

BRIEF ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS:
During the Confession you may either stand or kneel as you are able.

P: In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we
may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our
Lord.

C: Amen

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we
confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

P: Most merciful God,

C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart: we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen

P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us
all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of
the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C: AMEN.



GATHERING HYMN:

“Eternal Lord of Love, Behold Your Church”
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1 E - ter - nal Lord of love, be - hold your -church
2 So dai - ly dy - ing to the way  of self,
3 If dead in you, SO in you we a rise,
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walk - ing once more the pil - grim way of Lent,
SO dai - ly liv - ing in your way  of love,
ﬁ)u the first - born of all the faith - ful dead;
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led by your cloud by day, by night your fire,
we walk the road, Lord Je - sus, that you trod,
and as through ston - y ground the green shoots break,
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moved by your love and toward your pres - ence bent:
know - ing our - selves bap - tized in - to your death:
glo - rious in  spring - Uume dress of leaf and flow'r,
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far off yet here— the goal of all de - sire.
SO we are dead and live with you in God.
SO in - to life and glo - ry shall we wake.
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Text: Thomas H. Cain, 1931-2003
Musif.: OI,D I24Tl ], Tfjerztfg quatre pseaumes de David, Geneva, 1551
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APOSTOLIC GREETING:
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

C. And also with you.

KYRIE:
May be spoken or sung.
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@ In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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@ For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal-vation, let us pray to the Lord.
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and for the uni-ty of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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A For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord,  have mer - cy.
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Al Help, save, comfort, and de-fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men



HYMN OF PRAISE:
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Al Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his peo-ple on earth.-
() . . -
5 i o —— R — 1 {
@W ™ & —»  —— ~m
<) |
Lord God, heav-en-lyking, al-might-y God and Fa - ther:
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We wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your
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glo - ry. Lord Je - sus Christ, on - ly Son of the Fa-ther,
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you a-lone are the Most High, Je - sus Christ, withtheHo -ly Spir - it,
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PRAYER OF THE DAY:
P. The Lord be with you.
C. And also with you.

P. Let us pray.

Lord God, our strength, the struggle between good and evil rages within and around
us, and the devil and all the forces that defy you tempt us with empty promises. Keep

us steadfast in your word, and when we fall, raise us again and restore us through
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Please be seated

READINGS FOR TODAY
CHILDREN’S SERMON
FIRST READING: Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7 see back of bulletin
PSALM 32
Ch({))ir and congregati(:)n all sing: .
e

' Happy are they whose transgressions ! are forgiven,
and whose sin is | put away!
> Happy are they to whom the LORD im- | putes no guilt,
and in whose spirit there | is no guile!
> While I held my tongue, my bones with- | ered away,
because of my groaning ! all day long.
*For your hand was heavy upon me ! day and night;
my moisture was dried up as in the | heat of summer.
° Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and did not con- ! ceal my guilt.
I'said, “T will confess my transgressions to the LORD.” Then you forgave me the guilt! of my sin.
% Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in | time of trouble;
when the great waters overflow, they | shall not reach them.
"You are my hiding-place; you preserve | me from trouble;
you surround me with shouts | of deliverance.
8¢ will instruct you and teach you in the way that | you should go;
I will guide you | with my eye.
Do not be like horse or mule, which have no ! understanding;
who must be fitted with bit and bridle, or else they will | not stay near you.”
19 Great are the tribulations | of the wicked;
but mercy embraces those who trust | in the LORD.
' Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice | in the LORD;
shout for joy, all who are ! true of heart.

SECOND READING: Romans 5:12-19 see back of bulletin



Please stand as you are able.
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Al - le - lu - ia. Lord, towhom shall we go? You have the
() & lﬁ
\Y A - 39N | ' 1 1
5 4 = fote g ]

words of e - ter - nal life. Al-le-lu - ia. Al-le-Ilu - ia.

GOSPEL: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew 4:1-11 see back of bulletin
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Glo - ry to you, 0 Lord.
After the reading the minister says: “The Gospel of the Lord”
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Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated

SERMON: “Paying Attention to God’s Word in the Wilderness” Pastor Amy Bartleson Balcam

TODAY'S
SERMON



Please stand as you are able.
HYMN OF THE DAY: “Oh, Love, How Deep”
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1 Oh, love, how deep, how broad, how high, be - yond all
2 God sent no an - gel to our race, of high - er
3 For us bap -tized, for us he bore his ho - ly
4 For us he prayed; for us he taught; for  us his
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thought  and fan - ta - sy that God, the Son of
or of low - er place, but wore the robe of
fast and hun - gered sore; for us temp -ta -  tion
dai - ly works he  wrought, by words and signs and
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God, should take our mor - tal form for mor-tals’ sake!
hu - man frame, in Christ our Lord to this world came.
sharp he knew; for us the tempt - er o - ver - threw.

ac - tions  thus still seek - ing not him - self, but us.



APOSTLES’ CREED:
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

Please be seated.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION:

A: Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the world
and its needs.
A brief silence.

A: Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

P: Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation.

C: Amen.

Please stand as you are able.

SHARING OF THE PEACE: \ 17,
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. é;_—;:;;:g
C: And also with you. QO /\

Please share the PEACE of the Lord with one another. 7/ LA

CHOIR ANTHEM: “Lord, Who throughout These Forty Days” — Richard Shephard

Lord, who throughout these forty days for us didst fast and pray,
teach us with thee to mourn our sins, and close by thee to stay, and close by thee to stay.

As thou didst hunger bear and thirst, so teach us, gracious Lord,
to die to self and chiefly live by thy most holy word, by thy most holy word.

And through these days of penitence, and through thy Passion-tide,
yea, evermore, in life and death, Jesus! with us abide, Jesus with us abide.



PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING:
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give us a fore-taste of the feast to come.
OFFERTORY PRAYER:

A. Merciful Father,

C. we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us — our selves, our time,
and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him
who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

AT a7 O™

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, ... we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
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Ho-1ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God  of pow’r and might:
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Heav- en and earth are full of your glo - ry. Ho - san-na. Ho - san- na.
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Ho - san - na in the high - est Bless- ed is he  who
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comes in the name of the Lord. @ Ho-san- na in the high - est
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER:
C. Amen
THE LORD’S PRAYER:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION:
P. Come to God’s table. There is a place for you and enough for all.



HOLY
COMMUNION
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Sit
HOLY COMMUNION:

All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. We trust and teach the “real presence” of
Jesus, in, with, and under the elements of bread and wine.

AGNUS DEI:
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@ Lamb of God, you take a - way the sin of the world; have
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mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a - way the sin of the
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world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a - way the
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sin of the world; grant us  peace.

Please stand as you are able

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace.
C: Amen.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER:

P. Let us pray. We give you thanks almighty God that you have refreshed us through the
healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift — in faith

toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C: Amen

BENEDICTION:

P. The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine upon you, and be

gracious to you; the Lord look upon you with favor, and give you peace.
C. Amen.



SENDING HYMN: “Thy Holy Wings”
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1 Thy ho - ly wings, O Sav -ior, spread gent-ly o - ver me,
2 Oh, let me nes - tle near thee, with - in thy down-y breast
3 Oh, washme in the wa-ters of No-ah’s cleans-ing flood.
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Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832-1903, sts. 1, 3; Gracia Grindal, b. 1943, st. 2; tr. composite
Music: BRED DINA VIDA VINGAR, Swedish folk tune; arr. hymnal version

Used by permission. OneLicense #A-735664

and let me rest se - cure-ly through good and il in thee.
where I will find sweet com-fort and peace with - in thy nest.
Give me a will-ing  spir-it, a heart both clean and good.
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Oh, be my strength and por - ion, my rock and hid - ing place,
Oh, close thy wings a - round me and keep me safe -ly there,
Oh, take in - to thy keep-ing  thy chil-dren great and small,
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and let my ev-ry mo-ment be lived with-in thy grace.
for I am but a new-born  and need thy ten-der care.
and  while we sweet-ly slum-ber, en - fold us one and all.
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DISMISSAL:
A. Go in peace! Serve the Lord!
C. Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE: Postlude in G — Arnold Cooke

Today’s altar flowers are given by Steve, Christi and Riley Tam
in honor of Olivia’s birthday.

THANKS FOR
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