8:45 A.M. ORDER OF WORSHIP
March 1, 2026
Second Sunday in Lent

PRELUDE: Intrata no. 2 — Herbert Howells
GREETINGS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

BRIEF ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS:
During the Confession you may either stand or kneel as you are able.

P: In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we
may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our
Lord.

C: Amen

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we
confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

P: Most merciful God,

C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart: we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen

P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us
all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of
the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C: AMEN.



GATHERING HYMN: “O God of Mercy, God of Light”
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1 O God of mer - cy, God of light, in love and
2 You sent your Son to die for all, that our lost
3 Teach us the les - son Je - sus  taught: to feel for
4 For all are kin - dred, far and wide, since Je - sus
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mer - cy in - fi - nite, teach us, as ev - er
world might  hear your call; oh, hear us lest we
those  his blood has  bought, that ev - ry deed and
Christ  for all has  died; grant us the  will, and
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in your  sight, to live our lives in you.
stray  and fall! We rest our hope in you.
word and  thought may work a work for you.
grace pro - vide, to love them all in you.
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5 In sickness, sorrow, want, or care,

may we each other’s burdens share;
may we, where help is needed, there
give help as though to you.

6 And may your Holy Spirit move
all those who live to live in love,
till you receive in heav’n above
all those who live in you.

Text: Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903, alt.
Music: Joseph Barnby, 1838-1896; arr. hymnal version
Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress

JUSTAS | AM
8886



APOSTOLIC GREETING:
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

C. And also with you.

KYRIE:
May be spoken or sung.
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@ In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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and for the uni-ty of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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A For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord,  have mer - cy.
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Al Help, save, comfort, and de-fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men



HYMN OF PRAISE:
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PRAYER OF THE DAY:
P. The Lord be with you.
C. And also with you.
P. Let us pray.

O God, our leader and guide, in the waters of baptism you bring us to new birth to
live as your children. Strengthen our faith in your promises, that by your Spirit we

may lift up your life to all the world through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Please be seated
READINGS FOR TODAY

CHILDREN’S SERMON

FIRST READING: Genesis 12:1-4a see back of bulletin

PSALM 121

Choir and congregation all sing:
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LT lift up my eyes | to the hills;
from where is my | help to come?
2My help comes ! from the LORD,
the maker of heav- | en and earth.
3The LORD will not let your ! foot be moved
nor will the one who watches over you ! fall asleep.
4Behold, the keep- ! er of Israel
will neither slum- | ber nor sleep;
>the LORD watches | over you;
the LORD is your shade at | your right hand;
Sthe sun will not strike | you by day,
nor the | moon by night.
’The LORD will preserve you ! from all evil
and will I keep your life.
8The LorD will watch over your going out and your | coming in,
from this time forth for- | evermore.
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SECOND READING: Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 see back of bulletin



Please stand as you are able.
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Al - le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
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words of e - ter - nal life. Al -le-lu - ia. Al-le-Ilu - ia.

GOSPEL: The Holy Gospel according to St. John 3:1-17

see back of bulletin
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Glo - ry to you, 0 Lord.
After the reading the minister says: “The Gospel of the Lord”
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Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated

SERMON: “Born From Above” Pastor Amy Bartleson Balcam

TODAY'S
SERMON



Please stand as you are able.
HYMN OF THE DAY: “God Loved the World”

Text: Gesangbuch, Bollhagen, 1791; tr. August Crull, 1846-1923, alt.
Music: Edward Miller, 1731-1807, adapt.
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1 God loved the world so that he gave his on - ly
2 Christ Je - sus is the ground of faith, who was made
3 If you are ill, if  death draws near, this truth your
4 Be of good cheer, for God’s own Son for - gives all
5 Al glo - ry to the Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly
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Son the lost to save, that all who would in
flesh and suf - fered death; all who con - fide in
trou - bled  heart can cheer: Christ Je - sus res - cues
sins that you have done, and jus - ti - fied by
Spir - it Three in One! To you, O bless - ed
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him be - lieve should ev - er - last - ing life re - ceive.
Christ a - lone are built on this chief cor - ner - stone.
us from death; that is the firm - est ground of faith.
Je - sus’ blood, your bap - tism grants the high - est good.
Trin - 1 - ty, be praise now and e - ter - mnal - ly!
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APOSTLES’ CREED:
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

Please be seated.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION:

A: Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the world
and its needs.
A brief silence.

A: Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

P: Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation.

C: Amen.

Please stand as you are able.

SHARING OF THE PEACE: \ 17,
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. é;__r'«t;
C: And also with you. QOIS e
Please share the PEACE of the Lord with one another. 7/ LA

CHOIR ANTHEM: “God so Loved the World” — John Stainer

God so loved the world, God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten son, that
whoso believeth, believeth in Him should not perish, should not perish, but have everlasting
life. For God sent not His Son into the world to condemn the world, God sent not His son into
the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved. God so loved
the world, God so loved the world, that he gave His only begotten Son, that whoso believeth,
believeth in Him should not perish, should not perish, but have everlasting life, everlasting,
everlasting life. God so loved the world, God so loved the world, God so loved the world



PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING:
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give us a fore-taste of the feast to come.
OFFERTORY PRAYER:

A. Merciful Father,

C. we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us — our selves, our time,
and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him
who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

AT a7 O™

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, ... we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
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Ho-1ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God  of pow’r and might:
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Heav- en and earth are full of your glo - ry. Ho - san-na. Ho - san- na.
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comes in the name of the Lord. @ Ho-san- na in the high - est
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER:
C. Amen
THE LORD’S PRAYER:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION:
P. Come to God’s table. There is a place for you and enough for all.



HOLY
COMMUNION
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Sit
HOLY COMMUNION:

All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. We trust and teach the “real presence” of
Jesus, in, with, and under the elements of bread and wine.

AGNUS DEI:
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@ Lamb of God, you take a - way the sin of the world; have
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mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a - way the sin of the
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world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a - way the
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sin of the world; grant us  peace.

Please stand as you are able

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace.
C: Amen.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER:

P. Let us pray. We give you thanks almighty God that you have refreshed us through the
healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift — in faith

toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C: Amen

BENEDICTION:

P. The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine upon you, and be

gracious to you; the Lord look upon you with favor, and give you peace.
C. Amen.



SENDING HYMN: “Blessed Assurance”
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1 Bless-ed as-sur-ance,Je-sus is mine! Oh,what a fore-taste of glo-ry di- vine!
2 Per-fect sub-mis-sion, per-fect de-light, vi-sions of rap-ture now burst on my sight;
3 Per-fect sub-mis-sion, all is at rest; I in my Sav-ior am hap-py and blest,
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Heir of sal-va - tion, pur-chase of God, born of his Spir-it,washed in his blood.
an - gels de-scend-ing bring from a-bove ech-oes of mer-cy, whis-pers of love.
watch-ing and wait-ing, look - ing a-bove,filled with his good-ness,lost in his love.
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This is my sto - ry, this is my song, prais-ing my Sav -ior all the day long:
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this is my sto - ry, this is my song, prais-ing my Sav-ior all the day long.
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Text: Fanny J. Croshy, 1820-1915 ASSURANCE
Music: Phoebe P. Knapp, 1830-1908 910 99 and refrain



DISMISSAL:
A. Go in peace! Serve the Lord!
C. Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE: Trumpet Tune — Norman Warren

Today’s altar flowers are given by Kelly Shelton in honor of our Service Men and Women.

THANKS FOR
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