8:45 A.M. ORDER OF WORSHIP
July 26, 2026
9TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

GREETINGS & ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE: “You Heavens Above, Rain Down My Righteousness” — Jeanne Demessieux

BRIEF ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS:
During the Confession you may either stand or kneel as you are able.

P: In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we
may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our
Lord.

C: Amen

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we
confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

P: Most merciful God,

C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart: we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen

P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us
all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of
the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C: AMEN.



GATHERING HYMN: “Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty”
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1 O - pen now thy gates of beau-ty, Zi - on, let me en - ter there,
2 Gra-cious God, I come be - fore thee; come thou al - so un - to me;
3 Here thy praise is glad - ly chant-ed, here thy seed is du -ly sown;
4 Thou my faith in-crease and quick-en, let me keep thy gift di- vine;
5 Speak,O God, and I will hear thee, let thy will be done in-deed;
| b | — —
Rt s L - F ¢
- Jl r F J ! { | 1 ! I 1

where my soul in joy - ful du -ty waits for God who an - swers prayer.
where we find thee and a - dore thee, there a heav’'n on earth must be.
let my soul, where it is plant-ed, bring forth pre - cious sheaves a - lone,
how - so-e’er temp -ta - tions thick-en, may thy word still o’er me shine
may I un - dis-turbed draw near thee while thou dost thy peo - ple feed.
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Oh, how bless-ed is this place, filled with so - lace, light, and grace!
To my heart,oh, en - ter thou, let it be thy tem-ple now!
so that all I hear may be fruit - ful un - to life in me.

as my guid-ing star through life, as my com-fort in all strife.
Here of life the foun -tain flows; here is balm for all our woes.
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Text: Benjamin Schmolck, 1672-1737; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt. UNSER HERRSCHER
Music: Joachim Neander, 1650-1680 878777

APOSTOLIC GREETING:
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.

C. And also with you.



KYRIE:

May be spoken or sung.
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A In peace, let us pray to the Lord. @ Lord, have mer - cy.
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A For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal-vation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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& For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the uni-ty of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord,  have mer - cy.
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HYMN OF PRAISE:
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Al Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his peo-ple on earth.-
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Lord God, heav-en-lyKking, al-might-y God and Fa - ther:
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We wor-ship you,

we give you thanks,

we praise you for your
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glo - ry. Lord Je - sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther,
@—f =i -i % — —
Fi [ | |
& E P o
Lord God, Lamb of God: You take a - way the sin of the world;
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have mer-cy on us. You areseat-ed at theright hand of the
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lone arethe Ho- ly One, jou a-lone are the Lord,
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you a-lone are the Most High, Je - sus Christ, withtheHo -ly Spir - it,
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PRAYER OF THE DAY:
P. The Lord be with you.
C. And also with you.

P. Let us pray.

Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your Son you bring

us into your kingdom of justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us your wisdom, that
we may treasure the life that comes from Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Please be seated
READINGS FOR TODAY

FIRST READING: 1 Kings 3:5-12 see back of bulletin

PSALM 119: 129-136

Choir and congregation all sing:
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Y our de- ! crees are wonderful;
therefore I obey them with ! all my heart.
130" When your word is opened ! it gives light;
it gives understanding | to the simple.
*I'T open my | mouth and pant
because I long for | your commandments.
132 Turn to me and be gra- | cious to me,
as you always do to those who ! love your name.
133 Order my footsteps ! in your word;
let no iniquity have dominion ! over me.
134 Rescue me from those | who oppress me,
and I will keep | your commandments.
135 Let your face shine up- | on your servant
and teach | me your statutes.
136 My eyes shed ! streams of tears,
because people do not | keep your teaching.

SECOND READING: Romans 8:26-39 see back of bulletin
Please stand as you are able.
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wordsof e-ter - nal lifee. Al-le-lu - ia. Al-le-lu - ia.



GOSPEL: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52  see back of bulletin
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Glo - ry to you, 0O Lord.

After the reading the minister says: “The Gospel of the Lord”
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you, O Christ.

Praise to

Please be seated

SERMON: “There's Something Fishy (and Seedy) About This” Rev. Jimmy Collins

SERMON

Please stand as you are able.



HYMN OF THE DAY: “Be Thou My Vision”
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1 Be thou my vi - sion, O Lord of my heart;
2 Be thou my wis - dom, and thou my true word;
3 Rich-es I heed not, nor vain, emp - ty praise,
4 Light of my soul, af - ter vic - to - 1y won,
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naught be all else to  me, save that thou art:
I ev - er with thee and thou with me, Lord.
thou mine in - her - i - tance, now and al - ways:
may I reach heav - en’s joys, O  heav - en’s Sun!
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thou my best  thought both by day and by night,
Thou my soul’s shel - ter, and thou my high tow’r,
thou and thou on - ly, the first in my heart,
Heart of my own heart, what - ev - er be - fall,
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wak - ing or sleep - ing, thy pres - ence my light.
” raise thou me heav’n-ward, O Pow’r of my pOW’T.
great God of heav - en, my trea - sure thou  art.
still be my vi - sion, O Rul - er of all.

Text: Irish, 8th cent.; vers. Eleanor H. Hull, 1860-1935, alt.; tr. Mary E. Byrne, 1880-1931

Music: Irish traditional
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APOSTLES’ CREED:
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

Please be seated.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION:

A: Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church, the
world, and all of creation.

A briefsilence.

A: God of grace,

C: hear our prayer.

P: Into your mercy, O God, we entrust our restless hearts and all our cares, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior.

C: Amen.

Please stand as you are able.

SHARING OF THE PEACE:
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.

Please share the PEACE of the Lord with one another.



PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING:
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cup of bless - ing. Gath - er a har-vest from the seeds that were
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sown, that w may be fed with the bread of life. Gath - er the
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hopes and the dreams of all; u - nite them with the prayers we
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give us a fore-taste of the feast to come.
OFFERTORY PRAYER:

A. Merciful Father,

C. we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us — our selves, our time,
and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him
who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

AT aT A"

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, ... we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
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Ho - ly, ho ly, ho ly Lord, God  of pow’r and might:
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Heav- en and earth are full of your glo- ry. Ho - san-na. Ho - san- na.
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Ho - san - na in the high - est Bless- ed is he  who
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comes in the name of the Lord. @ Ho-san- na in the high - est

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER:
C. Amen

THE LORD’S PRAYER:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



TION TO COMMUNION:
’ le. There is a place for you and enough for all.
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Sit
HOLY COMMUNION:

All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. We trust and teach the “real presence” of
Jesus, in, with, and under the elements of bread and wine.

AGNUS DEI:
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Lamb of God, you take a - way the sin of the world; have
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mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a - way the sin of the
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world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a - way the
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sin of the world; grant us  peace

Please stand as you are able

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace.
C: Amen.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER:

P. Let us pray. We give you thanks almighty God that you have refreshed us through the
healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift — in faith
toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C: Amen

BENEDICTION:

P. The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine upon you, and be
gracious to you; the Lord look upon you with favor, and give you peace.
C. Amen.



SENDING HYMN: “God of Grace and God of Glory”
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1 God of grace and God of glo - ry, on your peo - ple
2 Lo! The hosts of e - il round us scorn the Christ, as -
3 Cure your chil - dren’s war - ring mad-ness; bend our pride to
4 Save us from weak res - ig - na - tion to the e - vils
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pour your pow’r; crown your an - cient chur - ch’s sto - ry;
sail his ways! From the fears that long have bound us
your con - trol; shame our wan - ton, self - ish glad - ness,
we de - plore; let the gift of your sal - va - tion
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bring its bud to glo - rious flow’r. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age
free our hearts to  faith and praise. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age
rich in things and poor in soul. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age,
be our glo-ry ev - er - more. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age,

ngl  — . t A = -]:_ #%P—J:
7 f 1 IP F . . 1' et fb T T 1 ® 1
7 “ ! 1 | | 1 1 ! | ) ! 1 L
| I I I 1 I
—~ o~
[ | N |
- c ‘- 4} i
- ’ o) ® Z
J 1 VT r I i ¢ r o9
for the fac - ing of this hour, for the fac - ing of this hour
for the liv - ing of these days, for the liv - ing of these days.
lest we miss your king-dom’s goal, lest we miss your king-dom’s goal.
serv-ing you whom we a - dore, serv - ing you wll_gm we a - dore.
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Text: Harry E. Fosdick, 1878-1969
Music: John Hughes, 1873-1932
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DISMISSAL:
A. Go in peace! Serve the Lord!
C. Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE: “God of Grace and God of Glory” — Paul Manz

Today’s altar flowers are given by the Fuhs family and by Bob and Lucie Stricker in honor
of Sasha’s birthday.
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