8:45 A.M. ORDER OF WORSHIP
September 20, 2026
17TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

GREETINGS & ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE: “Aria” — Herbert Howells

BRIEF ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS:
During the Confession you may either stand or kneel as you are able.

P: In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we
may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our
Lord.

C: Amen

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we
confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

P: Most merciful God,

C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart: we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen

P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us
all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of
the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C: AMEN.



GATHERING HYMN: “Take My Life That I May Be”
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Take my life, that 1 may be con - se - crat - ed, Lord, to thee;
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2 Take my hands and let them move at the im-pulse of thy love;

3 Take my voice and let me sing  al-ways,on - ly, for my King;

4 Take my sil - ver and my gold, not a mite would I with-hold;
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take my mo-ments and my days; let them flow in cease-less praise.
take my feet and let them be swift and beau - ti - ful for thee.
take my lips and let them be filled with mes - sag - es from thee.
take my in - tel - lect, and use ev - ry pow'r as thou shalt choose.
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5 Take my will and make it thine; 6 Take my love; my Lord, I pour
it shall be no longer mine. at thy feet its treasure store;
Take my heart, it is thine own; take myself, and I will be
it shall be thy royal throne. ever, only, all for thee.
Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-1879, alt. PATMOS
Music: William H. Havergal, 1793-1870 7777

APOSTOLIC GREETING:

P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.

C. And also with you.



KYRIE:

May be spoken or sung.
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A In peace, let us pray to the Lord. @ Lord, have mer - cy.
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Al For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal-vation, let us pray to the Lord.
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@ Lord, have mer - cy.
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A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the uni-ty of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer cy.
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord,  have mer - cy.
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Al Help, save, comfort, and de-fend us, gra-cious Lord.




HYMN OF PRAISE:
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Al Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his peo-ple on earth.-
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Lord God, heav-en-ly king, al-might-y God and Fa - ther:
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We wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your
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PRAYER OF THE DAY:
P. The Lord be with you.
C. And also with you.

P. Let us pray.

Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your servants.

Because we cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your merciful judgment, and train
us to embody the generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Please be seated
READINGS FOR TODAY
FIRST READING: Jonah 3:10-4:11 see back of bulletin

PSALM 145:1-8
Choir and congregation all sing:
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I will exalt you, my | God and king,
and bless your name forev- ! er and ever.

?EBvery day | will I bless you
and praise your name forev- | er and ever.

? Great is the LORD and greatly ! to be praised!
There is no end ! to your greatness.

* One generation shall praise your works | to another
and shall de- ! clare your power.

> 1 will speak of the glorious splendor | of your majesty
and all your | marvelous works.

% They shall tell of the might of your | wondrous acts,
and I will re- | count your greatness.

' They shall publish the remembrance of | your great goodness;
they shall sing joyfully ! of your righteousness.

® The LORD is gracious and full | of compassion,

slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love.

SECOND READING: Philippians 1:21-30

I For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. ** If T am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful
labor for me, yet I cannot say which I will choose. ** I am hard pressed between the two: my
desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better, ** but to remain in the flesh is more
necessary for you. *° Since I am convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with
all of you for your progress and joy in faith, °° so that, by my presence again with you, your



boast might abound in Christ Jesus because of me.

7 Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I come and
see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm in one spirit,
striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel ** and in no way frightened by
those opposing you. For them, this is evidence of their destruction but of your salvation. And
this is God’s doing. *’ For he has graciously granted you the privilege not only of believing in
Christ but of suffering for him as well, °’ since you are having the same struggle that you saw I
had and now hear that I still have.

Please stand as you are able.

() & .
K Ty —o—p ' f—
(A& - IP o - = P —F—
A4 . 1 | | | ’ { 1 |
Al - le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
) . r—
A et T
.-) ‘ ‘ | | a |
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GOSPEL: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew 20:1-16 see back of bulletin
N
I]{ e | i I I @
fan LA v 7 ]  — ]
\NAYJ
Y,
Glo - ry to you, 0 Lord.
After the reading the minister says: “The Gospel of the Lord”
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Praise to you, O Christ.
Please be seated
SERMON: Rev. Kate Ester Johnson

TODAY'S
SERMON



Please stand as you are able.
HYMN OF THE DAY: “As Saints of Old”
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1 As saints of old their first-fruits brought of or - chard, flock, and field
2 A  world in need now sum-mons us to la - bor, love, and give;
3 In grat - i-tude and hum-ble trust we bring our best to - day
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Text: Frank von Christierson, 1900—19%6, alt,

Music: FOREST GREEN, English folk mne; arr. Ralph Vanghan Williams, 18721958

Text & EO061, ren. 989 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream. 15 60188,
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Outside USA: Arr. from The English Fimual, © Oxford University Press | 906,

Used by permission. OneLicense music and text 01520
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to God, the giv - er of all  good, the source of boun-teous yield,
to make our life an of - fer - ing to God, that all may live.
to serve your cause and share your love with all a - long life’s way.
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SO we  to-day first - fruits would bring,the wealth of this good land,
The church of Christ is call - ing us to make the dream come frue:
O God, who gave vyour - self to us  in Je - sus Christ your Son,
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of farm and mar - ket. shop and home, of mind and heart and hand.
a world re-deemed by Christ-like love; all life in  Christ made new.
teach us to give our - selves each day un - til life’s work iz  done.
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APOSTLES’ CREED:
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

Please be seated.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION:

A: Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident that God
hears us.

A briefsilence.

A: Hear us, O God,

C: Your mercy is great

P: Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever else you see

that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name.
C: Amen.

Please stand as you are able.

SHARING OF THE PEACE:
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.
Please share the PEACE of the Lord with one another.
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PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING:

2 | | | = — I
[ fanY | e— Il I . &
-2 = | e -

(C] Let the vine - yards be fruit-ful, Lord, and fill to the brim our
=" F—r— , — E——— —
dan) ~ | | I | & I e~ a——
) i c o < ’

cup of bless - ing. Gath - er a har-vest from the seeds that were
2 | R —_— —_— [ ! —
@——J—t“—ﬁl" - J_ | = o ——
sown, that we may be fed with the bread of life. Gath - er the
n [r— 1 1
e e : ——— ; =
— i | N : 5
hopes and the dreams of all; u - nite them with the prayers we
‘Q; i II } = 1 ‘I %‘l‘*
& [ fo—a—1 [ =3 R =
o) ———) ' I
of - fer now. Grace our ta - ble with your pres - ence, and
Q ; T N ! ]
(an j o S e | i i % |
give us a fore-taste of the feast to come.
OFFERTORY PRAYER:

A. Merciful Father,

C. we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us — our selves, our time,
and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him
who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING:

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P:  Lift up your hearts.

C: Wellift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: Itis right to give our thanks and praise.
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P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, ... we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER:
P. You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and great is the
majesty of your glory. You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that
everyone who believes in him may not perish but have eternal life. We give you thanks for

his coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy will and to accomplish all things for
our salvation.

C. Amen

THE LORD’S PRAYER:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



INVITATION TO COMMUNION:
P. Come to God’s table. There is a place for you and enough for all.

COMMUNION

Please be seated.

HOLY COMMUNION:
All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. We trust and teach the “real presence” of

Jesus, in, with, and under the elements of bread and wine.

AGNUS DEI:
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Please stand as you are able

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace.
C: Amen.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER:

P. Let us pray. We give you thanks almighty God that you have refreshed us through the
healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift — in faith

toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C: Amen

BENEDICTION:

P. The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine upon you, and be

gracious to you; the Lord look upon you with favor, and give you peace.
C. Amen.

SENDING HYMN: “Rise Up, O Saints of God”
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1 Rise up, O saints God! From vain am - bi - tions turn;
2 Speak out, O saints of God! De - spair en - gulfs earth’s frame;
3 Rise up, O saints of God! The king-dom’s task em - brace;
4 Give heed, O saints of God! Cre - a - tion cries in pain;
5 Com-mit your hearts to seek the  paths which Christ has trod;
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Christ rose tri - um-phant that your hearts with
heirs of God’s bap - tis - mal grace, the
dress sin’s cru - el

con - se-quence; give

stretch forth your hand of heal-ing

now, with

no - bler zeal might burn.
word of hope pro - claim.
jus - tice larg - er place.
love the weak sus - tain.

. and, quick-ened by the Spir-it’s pow’r, rise up, O saints of God!
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Text: Norman O. Forness, b. 1936
Music: William H. Walter, 1825-1893

Text © Norman O. Forness, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Used by permission. OneLicense text 85938
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DISMISSAL:
A. Go in peace! Serve the Lord!
C. Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE: Toccata on “Festal Song” — Robert Hebble

Today’s altar flowers are offered by the Strickers to the Glory of God.

Thank you for
worshiping with us!
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