8:45 A.M. ORDER OF WORSHIP
October 25, 2026
REFORMATION SUNDAY

Rev. Kate Ester Johnston was ordained as a Minster of Word and Sacrament in the
PCUSA in 2011. She has served as a parish Pastor/ Head of Staff, Christian Formation
Director, and a Board Certified Healthcare Chaplain throughout her ministry. She has
worked in large and small churches, as well as hospitals and hospices. She has a

Bachelors Degree in Social Work from Hope College and a Masters of Divinity degree
from McCormick Theological Seminary. Kate lives in Westfield with her husband,
Kirk, daughter, Isla, and Old English Sheepdog, Leni. In her free time she enjoys
creating art, being outside, and reading.

PRELUDE: “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” — Cor Kee
GREETINGS

BRIEF ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS:
During the Confession you may either stand or kneel as you are able.

P: In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess
our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

P: Most merciful God,

C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart: we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your
ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all
our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and
of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.



GATHERING HYMN: “A Mighty Fortress Is Qur God”
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1 A might - y for - tress is our God, a sword and shield vic -
2 No strength of ours can match his might! We would be lost, re -
3 Though hordes of dev - ils fill the land all threat-’ning to de -
4 God’s Word for - ev - er shall a - bide, no thanks to foes, who
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to - rious; he breaks the cruel op - pres - sor’s rod and
ject - ed. But now a cham-pion comes to fight, whom
vour us, we trem - ble not, un - moved we  stand; they
fear it; for God him - self fights by our side with
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wins sal - va - tion glo - rious. The old sa - tan - ic foe
God him-self e - lect - ed. You ask who this may be?
can - not O - ver - pow’r us. Let this world’s ty - rant rage;
weap-ons of the Spir - it Were they to take our house,
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has sworn to work us woe! With craft and dread - ful might
The Lord of hosts is he! Christ Je - sus, might - y Lord,
in bat - tle we’ll en - gage! His might is doomed to fail;
goods, hon - or, child, or spouse, though life be wrenched a - way,
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he arms him - self to fight On earth he has no e - qual.
God’s on - ly Son, a-dored. He holds the field vic -to - rious.
God’s judg-ment must pre - vail! One lit - tle word sub - dues him.
they can - not win the day. The king-dom’s ours for - ev - er!
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Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship

Music: Martin Luther, 1483-1546

Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of \Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Used by permission. OneLicense title/text 57291, music public domain

EIN FESTE BURG
878766667



APOSTOLIC GREETING:
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit

be with you all.
C: And also with you.

KYRIE:
May be spoken or sung.
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Al For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal-vation, let us pray to the Lord.
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and for the uni-ty of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Al For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Al Help, save, comfort, and de-fend us, gra-cious Lord. @ A - men



HYMN OF PRAISE:
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Lord God, heav-en-ly king, al-might-y God and Fa - ther:
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PRAYER OF THE DAY:
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Let us pray.

O Lord God, you are the holy lawgiver, you are the salvation of your people. By your

Spirit renew us in your covenant of love, and train us to care tenderly for all our
neighbors, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Please be seated

READINGS FOR TODAY

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:31-34 see back of bulletin
PSALM 46
Choir and congregation all sing:
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1God is our ref- | uge and strength,
a very present | help in trouble.
2Therefore we will not fear, though the ! earth be moved,
and though the mountains shake in the depths ! of the sea;
Sthough its waters | rage and foam,
and though the mountains tremble | with its tumult.
*There is a river whose streams make glad the cit- | y of God,
the holy habitation of | the Most High.
God is in the midst of the city; it shall | not be shaken;
God shall help it at the | break of day.
The nations rage, and the | kingdoms shake;
God speaks, and the earth | melts away.
"The LORD of | hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob ! is our stronghold.
8Come now, regard the works | of the LORD,
what desolations God has brought up- | on the earth;
’behold the one who makes war to cease in | all the world;
who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the ! shields with fire.
10<Be still, then, and know that ! I am God;
I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted ! in the earth.”
""The LORD of ! hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob ! is our stronghold.



SECOND READING: Romans 3:19-28

see back of bulletin
Please stand as you are able.
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GOSPEL: The Holy Gospel according to John 8:31-36 see back of bulletin
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Glo - ry to you, 0O Lord.

After the reading the minister says: “The Gospel of the Lord”
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Praise to  you, O Christ.

Please be seated

SERMON: Rev. Kate Ester Johnston

TODAY'S
SERMON



Please stand as you are able.
HYMN OF THE DAY: “The Church of Christ, in Every Age”
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I The church of Christ, in ev - ’ry age be - set by
2 A - cross the world, a - cross the street, the vic - tims
3 Then let the ser - vant church a - rise, a car - ing
4 For he a - lone, whose blood was shed, can cure the
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bread to eat, and nev - er live be - fore they die.
sac - ri - fice, and clothed in Christ’s hu - man - 1 - ty.
share our bread and feed the starv - ing mul - ti - tude.
out re - serve, and spread his lib - er - at - ing word.
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Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000 WAREHAM

Music: William Knapp, 1698-1768

Text © 1971 Hope Publishing Company

Used by permission. OneLicense title/text 93175, music public domain
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APOSTLES’ CREED:
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Please be seated.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION:

A: Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the church and the
world.

A briefsilence.

A: Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

P: Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken prayers and those in our

hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

Please stand as you are able.

SHARING OF THE PEACE:
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.
Please share the PEACE of the Lord with one another.



CHOIR ANTHEM

PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING:

n A
s  —1—+ o o P R R e S
S R < | -
(C] Let the vine - yards be fruit-ful, Lord, and fill to the brim our
Q I P—  —
& & S —— e
) o - s o }
cup of bless - ing. Gath - er a har-vest from the seeds that were
2" | = —_— — : % —

sown, that we may be fed with the bread of life. Gath - er the

e | = |
r & —o ! N—o = ®
A —a- o P
hopes and the dreams of all; u - nite them with the prayers we
Q f l[ } ‘l 5{ ;ﬁ;_ T
o F=o—o | [—= =3 s o
)] f— U 1
of - fer now. Grace our ta - ble with your pres - ence, and
I(‘\l) 5| % &7 D ' i
(danY | > 7 » ‘l - ‘{ .i (,j' E
give us a fore-taste of the feast to come.
OFFERTORY PRAYER:

A: Merciful Father,

C: we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us — our selves, our time,
and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him
who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING:

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P:  Lift up your hearts.

C: Welift them to the Lord.

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: Itis right to give our thanks and praise.
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P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, ... we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER:
P: You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and great is the
majesty of your glory. You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that
everyone who believes in him may not perish but have eternal life. We give you thanks for
his coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy will and to accomplish all things for
our salvation.

C: Amen.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE LORD’S PRAYER:

C: Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION:
P: Come to God’s table. There is a place for you and enough for all.

Please be seated. [COMMUNION]
HOLY COMMUNION:

All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. We trust and teach the “real presence” of
Jesus, in, with, and under the elements of bread and wine.

AGNUS DEI:
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sin of the world; grant us  peace

Please stand as you are able
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace.
C: Amen.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER:

P: Let us pray. We give you thanks almighty God that you have refreshed us through the
healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift — in faith
toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C: Amen.

BENEDICTION:

P: The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine upon you, and be
gracious to you; the Lord look upon you with favor, and give you peace.
C: Amen.



SENDING HYMN: “Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation”

Text: Latin hymn, ¢. 7th cent,; tr. John Mason Neale, 18181866, alt.

Music: WES

All public domain

INSTER ABBEY, Henry Purcell, 1659-1695; amr. Ernest Hawkins, 1802-1868
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1 Christ is made the sure foun-da - tion, Christ, our head and
2 To this tem - ple, where we call you, come, O Lord of
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DISMISSAL:

A: Go in peace! Serve the Lord!
C: Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE: “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” — Timothy Albrecht

Today’s altar flowers are offered by the Fuhs family
in honor of Robert Stricker’s birthday.

Thank youn for worshiping with uns !
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